
Il We are now mnourning the loss of 1)r. Jolinstoit, a very dear brother, ivho
was pcrrnùted only seven short inonthis among us. le was a young inan of
piety and great promise. 1 have met with few on the iisiori field to whoin
iny heart was more drawn out." And in aniother letter lie says, Il lis dcath

is a serious loss to the Mýission, fie wvas ail that %ve could expeet, and aliiost
aIl that we could desire."

XVe need not, after wvhat has been said, oecupy mueh timie la discussing MVr.
q'obnston's talents or delineating bis character. Lus talents, if net superior,
wcre certainly very respectable, and had been diligently eultivated, se that
ithe productionis of bis pen wero generally approciatcd throughi the Church.
In partieular uis a correspondent hoe handled the pen of a ready writer, and
bis Jou rnal1-tot tors since he lef't Nova Scotia 'mere highly prizcd by the readeri
-of the Reg'ister and Rccrd. La bis disposition hoe was gontle and affection-
ate. Ile was a man of deep tenderness, and ail the kindly natural affections
of' our nature ruled iii hlm) wit'î peculiar power. After what lins been stated it la
scarcely necessary to rcma-rk, hat~ as a Christian he was a devoted servant of
Christ. Few men have been n ore se. I-le daily walked with God ; and ia
such a sense as is given te mort-. Is bore helow Ilbis meat and bis drink was te
do the will of bis Iathcr who 15 Vi heaven."

WVe might bo disposed te dv.ecl longer on the reinarkablc dispensation <À' dý-
vine Providence hy which ho bas beeri se early rcmnoved. But the events of a
titili more striking eharacter whicb have since oeenrred now oceupy our atten-
tion and requiro us te ho brief. To humnan apprehiension it certaiinly appears
an exeedingly mysterieus arrangeement that a yeung man pessqessinig te the
view se many qualities fitting imii fer usefulness in the Mission field-having
spent se ixnany years of' labour as well ns expended se rnuch meney in prepara-
tien for his work, after the Church bad ineurred such heavy expense in brisging
hlmi to bis desired sphere, of labour, should, be eut down at the vcry outset of
bis career-wben bis real work eould searcely bre said te have eonimenced
and that at a time when the field stands in suc'h urgent need of' labourera. It
iseems te our limited views scareely reconcileable with the wisdomi of'the divine
procedure. Lt at ait events makes us feel that 1-his ways are net as our
way.g," and to say Ilhow unsearchiable are bis judgrneuts and his ways past
finding eut."

Yet such have been the arrangements of divine Providence ln evcry age.
Net unfrequently the most realous and devoted of his servants are eailed to
an early crown, and at tbe very timec that the Church on earth secms nîest te
necd thieir services. The ced Josiah, wbose faithf'ulncss for a tinie arrest.'d
flic destruction impending over isi ne], was eut down in bis early prime. John
the Bapt.ist was raised up rit a critical era in the bistory of tbe (Jhurcbi, and
was sent with a high commis.sion te reclaim a degencrate race and makze ready
a people prepared of the Lord. Hie carne forth in the spirit and powcr of'
Llas, scerning the pomps and fashions of' this world, and, la the spirit of un-
daunted courage, rebukzing the pride of kings. as ivell as proaching repentance
te the multitude. And bis suces was extraordinary. "lHoi was a burnimg
and shining ligbt, and inany for a rezason were xwilling te rejoice la bis ligbt." But
bis course was short, his public minisrry perhaps little exceedling that of' our
belovci friend in the South Seas, and be wvas eut off hy a violent denth while
yct bis years were comparatively few. At the outrset of the Church's career
ln prrpagating; the gospel Fhe was called te niourn over a tStephen, "la man
full ef faith and of the loly Ghost,*" sumrnoned te wear the martyris crown
while sceeming1y but beginning bis work. In after ages God bas been pleased
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