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OLAIMS OF FOREIGN MuISSIONS.
Bcfajre the close of the laite session of the

A United I'resbyterian Thecological J li,
%Î uibîrh Dr. Soninierville aund Mr. Mc-

Gaîl calleul Ille attention of the stuldeuts
verv poiaitedly to thie elaims of Foreign
Mdissions. Alany of the observations niade
a4 re eqti;lly applicable to our own stuideuics

~4and yoaang ulinisters
Thiere are mauîy consialeraitions tlî,t

eall us, not indecal to multiply the naînber
ot our missions, but to strengtlien and ex-
pand thiose %ve ]laive undertaken. Thie
certain alternative ini regard to tiein is

Fprocrress or <bt-hue, andi our progress at
lomle viepenids not a litile on our aulvaince

abroad. lit tliese divs, iichel mor-e tili
i tlutose of our f,àîliers, thie Lord's prayer
%vihi becomle a forni ini the lips of men wlîo
hiave îlot the Lord's uvork ini tlîeir h)ands.
'rîîat is a praiver for inissionary progrcss;
îandu %vlen Goal nisers it, lie (toc-, so on
Ilie conîdition thiat tie snca-ess H-e grits be

s îaîaae tlle vaînitage groniid on îviii-l WC-
slionid iincv prepare for a more strcillnous
aggression 011 the kingdoui of darkuess.

Tliese observatîions (oflnct tlîeînselvcs
nîîrcssivcly witlîItle dearîli of îîîea with

NbiehIl WCe sceîncd haîelv to lie tiareateaicai.
For is it not true, Gcentlemeni ! tlîat the
Clii istianl public, and ie vorl itself, will
justt v juaige a Churcli miieli more scverely
liav illaîî it ivoulai lînîf a cenitury ago, if ht
cannot find a stupply of missioiîaries 1 Tiie
Ciiiircbi is iiow more alive to its relation to

~' tie lîcatlien. Its foreignî arensairv is îîow
more fulil. The day lias been uclien vast
popualaitions werc open onilv ta Ille mission-

' aiis of Maiminon, wvlin it was neyer
ýe diflia-nît !o obtaili, but silut againsi ahe

i nissioiiaries of the Cross ; liat now dlie
uvaîl of Ciii, is levelleal, anîd aIl Ille gates
of Inalia are opîen ;and a inissionary bias
euit lis way from the cape to tlle zailihesi,
anal foaud a pathi across aIl Africa from
east to wcst, and evenl if lie shonld fail to
reacli die 'Nuie, as alas ! lie may, blis African
grave will tell ns tiat, to hieroie Christian
soatis, Ihle darkest recesses of tiue ivorlai aire

z open, anal uvat for thîe missionairv's com-
in-- Is tiiere auy nmore affctiîag inicideint
in inissionary Iiistory ibaiuitttis, Oinat n
liceni man lias heen kuowii to conie
huîndreals of miles froin an ainrivilisci labnd
to a i'sionarv station in qaîest of a mis-
sloiîarv, aind Lias licen sent îack to blis
lesîalae hanne wveeping- ilîit lis joatrney
was ini vain ? Suîch a inian is a represenia-
tive ian, se.-rcliiing for llimi who is the

Desire of ail nations ;' and blis dcmand
and bis tears simould toueli otîr hiearts as
the rv of the man of Miacedonia touchea]
thie Iicar of Paul. Surely these are flot;

the times wlien Ille Clnîrch should experi-
enre a want of mecn to go up aind possess
the lanad, aind to rcap the plenteons lîarvest;
anid I canflot cast awav tlle lope th)at our
want of agents ivili lac snpplicd, if we ask
theni trorn the Lord of the hiarveqt. It is
truc, a(t tinis alistance of tinte frorn Ilhe

a knigof the missionary spirit in the
general ('litirelai sevcnty years ago, there
inav exist tendencies to reaction anad alecaiv.
It lias indecal been obscrved, that in aliodst
ail denominations the number of candidates
for Ilhe sacred offlce lias declincd. Ia tbis
respiect, I believe, a liappy reaiction is be-
ginning, or raier lias hegun ; anal this
reaa'tîon, it iS certain, will not bc iînpeded
by the prospect of an inecascd numiber of
Free Chutrches ini titis Unitced Kingýdorn.
I rejoice to final that the riumber of students
iii ibis seminary is again on tlle increase,
and tit you cotitit one liundrcd and forty-
one. Rejoice in %ouir rising numbers
Nevcr wcre thaàrouighly furnislicd mi nisters
more neceal at home and abroad. Be not
afraid ti voni ivill îot Iid spheres.
Soine ycears aigo a certain phrase ivas
soictinies licaid, wbichi was îiever known
in apostolie tiines,-I inean «unocnpied

preacliers.' Unoteupical preachiers ! ivliy
tuuoccupied ? WC wotld usak sucli preachers.
T1'lere is not rooin for suelb as youi in thtis
husv andia crowded world. Yeti are a class
unllieard of in the Acts of the Apostles;
andîa voit iave nîo place under tie broad
calloîî of t1uait great commision Go ye
inito ail the world, and lireacli thie gospel to
cverv ceatitre.,

Intcntliug fcllow-laibourers in thekingdoni
antd patience of Jesuis Ch)rist, it is not easy
to tell liow muicli, tunder Goîl, the canse of
Christian missions depenais on you. Wh)en
1 thiink of your lengtheîîed period of
tlhoroughi training, whien I think of your
advantages, your numbers, your probable
opporînuiti es in thiat unkîown anal solemun
future, I concluide, white ail thingsý are of
God, whon batii commite1 unto us the
%vord of reconciliation, thiat yet infinite
reýsulis, couudclss ini nunber, commeet tbem-
selves îviti yvour choice of a sphiere of
action aalt I ask a question whicli indced
no man ean answer, but whiicbi we ail
would (io Weil to ponder - Whiat ray 140
Vouung mîen, surt as I address, not do for
thle caus,,e of missions ? wliy should not
somnc future hiographecr embalin, for thle

gudneandi tlhe joy of the Church, the
le of some Brinerd, or Henry Martyn,

or Jolîin Williams, thati ma bc now seaîcd
iii these h)envlie.s before me?1 'Fli resur-
rection of stic mcn,-tiat is, the repetition
of their lives in hbuer days than the
p)rcscnt,-wotild seemn to me to realize
mutcli of wîliat is menait in the ijuulleanial
resurreetion.

And now, dear bretbren we close our
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