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52 THE CANAD.IAN WH EELMAN.

c. F. LAVENDER.

ONE Mtt.F CttAltION OF CANADA.

The subject of this sketch was bot-n in 1856,
in Cardington, England. In 1875, he entered
the service of Messrs. J. & F. Howard, of Becd.
ford, and assisted in constructing one of the first
bicycles of modern times, weighing 6o lbs. In
1876, Mr. Lavender wvas one of six who rormecl
the Bedford Amateur Bicycle Club. In the fait
of the samne year, the Bl. A. B. Clul' held a race
meeting, where he secured one second and one
third prire. This was bis first appearance on
the cincler path. In the sanie year he joined

a party in touring So00 miles, Il' 1877, he
won two or tbree handicap races antI thîe cham-
pionship of Iîedfordsbire, whicb he held up ta
the time he came to Canada. In i1878, there
was a marked improyenient i't bath style and
speed, he succeeding in winni.ig some inmportant
races, but doing vur>' little ricling in 1879 and
iMS. The following year (1881) was undzubt-
edly his best year. lie was riding in splendid
forai, winning aIl bis races in fast time. On
the 17th March, 1883, NMr. Lavender saileci for
Canada. Before leaving Bedford, the Bl. A. B.
Club presented bim with an address, wisbing
him success in the country' be was going to.
Making Toronto bis home, lie becanie, in M.%ay,
1883, a member of the Toronto Bicycle Club,
but did very little riding tilt 18S4, bis first event
being an thje 24th May, at Newcastle, where
lie sebured one first and ane second prize, the
latter being a fis-e mile handicap, in which Fred.
Campbell, of the Toronto Bicycle Club, won by
about twenty yards. At Woodistock, on the
26th May, he took tbrceefirsts in a style wbieh
created quite a sensation. On the 14th June he
made a successful beginning in Toronto, winning
the one mile race at the Bank sports with case
irn 3.14.

Mr. Lavcnder's style and speed, as shown
up to this time, had made a favorable impres-
sion, and there wcre sonie who doubted bis
abilit>' ta cope with the champiun (IV. G. Ross,
of Montreal>, but the Toronto Club liad suffi-
cient confidence in bis -tbility 10 send him ta
Montreat for the Montrent races on the 21St
June, where he succeeded in winning the two
events he entered for-namel>', the one and five
miles, beating Mr. Ross in the former.

The next important es-cnt in wheel circles in
Canada, it need hardI>' bc said, is the annual
meet o* the Canadian NWheelnian's Association,
and the most interesting races of that meet aie
the one and fis-e mile chantpionships. The in-
terest in these was greatly increased by the
result of the Montreal races, The meet tokl
place at Toronto on Ist july. In tle one mile
race Mr. Lavendcr again beat Mr. Ross, win-
Ding for himself the title of champion, in 3.09,
which lowerccl the Canadian record for that dis-
tance. Mr. Ross had lis revenge in the fis-e mile
race, beating Mr. Lavender, and retaining the
championsbip for that distance. The T.î)runto

-Lacrosse Club offeéring a valuable prise for Mçy.
cIe conîpetition on the 3rd July, again brought
these gntlersicri togethcr in a ne mile race,
where the fit-st place again féli ta Mr. Laven-

- der in 3,06, again lowering the rccord.

Mr. Lavender's next performance was in WVood-
stock, on 25th August, where he won three rires,
lowering the record to 3.05. The Woodstock
tournanient ended bis racitig career for 1884, as,
white contpeting in a two mile opent event in
Buffalo on the 27th August, hie was tbrown by
a " Star" machine, brcaking bis am-i in two
places, coný,ecttently preventing hira taking any
part in the Toronto Bicycle Club races on 6th
Scptember, or any races since. Mr. Lavender,
when racing, keeps a ver>' cool hcad, and uses
bis jucîgment to good advantage. His successes
do not niatke biim over.confi<lcnt, intI his modcst
and retiring denteanor wins hini friends wherevcr
lie goes. lie is 5 ft. 7 in in beight, meighs 130
pounds, and rides a 54in "Invincible." He
lias never yet traincd strictly for any event. Mr.
Lavender bas won eleven firsts and two seconds
during the season of t1884. Wc arc glatI to say
lie bas alniost ctttircly recoverecl front bis late
accitent, and we hope he will take part in the

races of this coiong seasn.
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THE BIG FOUR BICYCLE TOUR.

A meeting of the managers or the Big Four
Bicycle Tour was held at the Genesee Hotel,' Bur-
falo, on Jan. i8th, to perfect organization, elcl
afficers, and settie upon the route. The roI-
lowing were electedl: B. 1; Aycrs, Chicago, mian-
ager ; Frcd. G. Bout-ne, New York, commander;-
Frank Il. Taylor, Pbhilaclelphia, commodore; F.
jenkins, New York, general agent; H. F. Ful.
ler, Chicago, secretary ; J. P. Maynard, Chi.
cago, quartermaster ; G. R. Bidwell, New York,
captain New York division; W. G~. E. Peirce,
Chicago, caprain Chicago division; E. G. Whit-
iey, ..Boston, .captain Boston division ; W. S.
Bull, Buffalo, captain Buffalo division; Geo. Il.
Orr, Toronto, Canaclian convoy ; J. W. Clute,
Schenectady, MNobawk Valley convoy ; H. R.
I3ryan, Hudson, N.Y., Hudson River convoy.
The route selected is as follows: Leave Buffalo
July 6tb, whecling ta Lockport, N.Y , ror cliii-
ner; thetîce to Medina, N.V., for tbe night ;
next day, through Albion to Rochester ; next
day, wheel clown the Genesce River to Char.
lotte; thence b>' steamer across Lake Ontario
to Cobourg, Ont. ; next day, whecl along the
north shore of Lake Ontario ta Belleville, one
night, and to Kingston by the next evening.
Titence the party will take steamer to the Thou.
sand Islands, spending tbree daya among the
Islands in canoeing, sailing, steamboating and
flsbirig, pet programme arranged, undcr guidance
of Commodore Taylor. From the Thousand
Islands the part>' will take evening train for
Amsteidam. N.Y., thence wheeting dlown the
Mohawk Valley to Albany, N.1'. From Albany'
wheel first cIa> to Catskill, and next day to
Poughkecpsie, along the bank af the Hudson
River; afternoon boat will bc taken fromn Pough.
keepsie clown the Hudson ta West Point -fr the
night. Next morning's boat will convey the
party to Tarrytown, from whicb point New York
city will be macle before noon, on bicycle.-
Elaborate arrangements are made for enjoyment
aIl along the route. Hops, receptions, canoeing
aind bicycling will furnish the elements for a
grand two weeks' sport. Full illustrated circulai
is now being îircpared. Arrangements for ane
hundred tounsts will bc made. For in'orxna-
tion connectecl with the tour, address the mari-
aý;er, 56 Rinzie street, Chicago.

* Xittwiip ilotez.

The Felîruary issue or Otititg shows the sub-
stantial excecllence that (hc public have learned to-
expect froni tîjis cbnrming magazine. The tend-
irig piaper descrihes, under the title, "The Mont
Blanc of Our Switzerland,» the experiences and
observations of Mr. J. R. W. Hitchcock among:
the glaciers, the canons, and the snow-covercd
spurs which lie hidden within the dense forcsts-
surrounding Mounit Tacomna, in Washington Ter--
ritory, andl is accomjîanied by spirited illustra-
tions from the pencil of Mr. Henry Sandham.
The prescrit popular intecet i n New Orleans
milies esj'ecially timiely the entcrtaining paper
by Mr. Norman Walker, on IlOut.door Lire ini
Louisiana," in whicb the variocis delights or that
Ilparadise for the sportsnian" arc plzasantty set
forth. Mr. Walkcr mentions, as one evidence
that New Orleans has )et something to learsi.
in these inatters, that ail its out-door clubs arc
thus fat Il bufl y the Salic law, and refuse-
to admit womien." Mr. K. C. Atwood con-
tributes a bright sketch of a cruise by the Peli-
can Canoe Club clown the Merrimac, which is
wcll illustrated by F. Childe Hassam. IlHis
Majesty's Ultimatum," by I.ouise Stockton, is
a stroi.g and interesting love story, the scenle of'
which is laid in the Fiji Islands. "The Luck
of Canadarago Camp" is a readable camping
sketch, with excellent illustrations. The winter
element is introduced in an interesting paper on
"«Snow.shoeing in Canada." Maurice Thomp.
son's IlTangle-Lear Papers" are continued. A.
practical paper on the construction or model
yachts, by Capt. R. B. Forbes, a veteran yacht-
man of Boston; a lively account of a bicycle,
run riromn Hartford to Boston; an entertaining
description or the Kcnnebec .out of last sum-
mer, and several clever poenis, together with
the usual well-filled departments, make up a
number that well sustains the reputation. whicla
Outitig bans gained.

IIOOKS PF.KCEVZIt

The Ca'irdian Pac'/ic .Raitlway. By Philo,
Veritas.-An Appeal to Public Opinion against
the Railway being carried acroçs the Selkirk
Range, that route being objectionable rrom the
danger or rails fromt Glaciers and Avalanches,
etc. Montreal :W. Drysdale &Ca. PriCe, 25c.

THKF EDUCATIONAI. WEEi<.Y.-In answer ta
several inquiries, we are pleasedl ta announce that
arrangements have been niadc whereby n7e £du-
cationaf W«ek/y, Toronto, and Tua WiituEmANt
may be procured ror $2.25 per anntin.
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AS OTHERS SEE US.

The handsomely.printed CANADIAN WusIaR..
stAu-comes out for january. with ts 'usu&1 style,
and the contents are very readable, and, when
selected, well selected. A paper sa good at titis
timne of the year ought to dcvelop into a fit-st-
clams periodical when the weathcr opens out once
more, and cycling resumes its whir.-Tormite
Ma i.

The typographical appearance of Tiiz C4AuA-
DIAN WIHEELMAN compares favorably with that
of any cycling publication, being also well edited.
-Sprting and 7htficaf journal.

I -


