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bas boen found fo improve its colour. It will be,
sufficiently stecped, {n an averagoe time, from eight to
fourteen days, according to the heat of the weather
and the nature of the water. Every grower should
learn to know when the flax has had enough of the

!
!

water, as o fow honrs too much may injure it Itis.
however, much more freqnently under-watered than
overwatered. Tho best test is the following :--Try
some stalke, of average thickness, by breakiag the
shove, or woody part,in two places, about six or cight |
inches apart, a¢ the middle of the stalk; catch thoe
broken bit of wood, and if it wud pull fresly owl, down-
wards, for that length, withowt breaking or tearng ths
Abre and with none of the fibre adhering 0 &, it is ready
to take out. Make this trial every six hours after,
ferniontation subsides, for someumes the change ix

rapid. Never lift the flax roughly from the pool, with '

forks or grapes, but have it carefully banded out of
the flax drain by men standing in the water. It is

sdvantageons to let the flax drain twelve to tweats.

four bours after baing taken from the pool. by placing
the bundles on their a0t ends. close together, ur ou
the flaz, wi.h the slapo, bat the beapa shoad a0t be
t00 large, otherwise the fax will be injured by beating.

“ The flax water can bo cither used as liquid wanure
for meadows, or kept in the pool till the frst ool —
it should not bo run off in% tho river when the w.ate:
is very low. as tho odonr is very unpleasant.”

The fax is next spread oa a clean. short, thick
pasture ground, taking care previoasly to mow dowa
and remave any weeds that rise above the surfaco of
tho sward. [Lay the flax ovenly on tho grass and
apread it thin and very equally. In ordinary weather
ten days. more or lese. will bo about the time that it
should lic on the grass. A grod ts: of i's heing
reade ¢o 1ift is to rub a few stalks from the *5p *o the
boitom; and whea the wrod broaks easily. and
separatos from the fibre, leaviog i¢ sound. it bas hud
cnough of the grass.  Also whea a lasge pryp o= aa of
the atallks are perceived to form & baw and s'ring from
the fibre contructing and separating irom thy woody
stalk ” In lifting, be careful ta keep the lengths
straight. and tho ends oven, otherwise much loss will
be occasioned during the breaking asd scutching
processes. Letitbo setup to dry for a few lours,
aod afterwards tio it up in small buodles If not
intended to bo scutched at the time, it will be much
imptoved by being put up in amall stacks loosely
bullt, with wood and branches in the bottom to keep
it dry, and allow a free circulation of air. Of course
stacks built on pillars would bo stilt moro suitable.

Dew Rorrve.—Ia this process, decomposition, in-
stead of being produced by the flax being sub:nerged
in wuter, is effucted by its exposnre on a meadnw to
the rains and dews. Tuiis course has the adran-

small band of strong fine threads will remain.  This,

under surface flated.  « .+ Niv isb. ken by repeated
blowa from its serrated surface.  ‘\nother form of
hand-break is represented bs our cut, which consists
mainly of two sparred frames, the upper moveable
on its axis ani the lower fixed. * It is so constructed
that the bars in the lower frame fit between those of
the upper.  The operator takes hold of the imple-
ment by the 1eft hand, at .\, and with the right places
some flax over the lower framo; the upper framo is
then lowered, thereby Lreaking the woody portion
of the stems.™ Its construction, as will be observed.
Is quite asimple, and any ordinary mechanie could
easily construct such a Lreak.

Scrrciine.—This operation has for its object the
separation of the fibre of the Lark from the woody
portions of the straw or stem  If & stem of reed is
taken in the hand and crushel regularly from one
end to the other, nothing is left but a handful of
fragments. Treat flaxin the same manner, and after
tke brittle part is broken and fallen to the ground, a

in fact, is the textle portion of the flax, and conse-
queatly the sentelers get rid of the rest as completely
as they can by thampiag and crunching, The
scutesing board, as shean i ont next cut, is merely

.
an upr;

ght piank, fily-one inches high, fourteen
broad, and of thoe uniform thickness of three-quarters

of an inch throughou* It is firmly fixed in a solid
block of wood, and at the height of thirty-seven and
a half inches from the foo! is a horizontal slit an
inch and a half broad  “With his left bLand the
scutcher introduces into tho slit 2 bandful of broken
flax, so that it hang3 down on the sido of the scutch-
ing board, which faces tho reader in the cut.  With
his right band ho scrapes and chops as the flax with
a tool called a scutch, (to bo immediately described),
something like a battle-duur or & monstrous wooden

tage of being mors generally feasible than that just
described ; but as its officacy and duration are do-
pendent on that very ficklo agent—the weather—it
is often very tedious and uncortain A lang eantj-
ruation of drouth materially injures tho quality of
the sample ; and henco whea convenienoe will admit
of the flax being steeped, it is ndvisablo to immerso
1t in water ag beforo directed.

Bamaxove~-Tho simpleat form of Lroak is o fat-
beaded mallet like the * beator” with ita faco or

butter-knife.” A leather strap, L. L., an ioch in
breadth, stretches between two low posts P P, at
tho beight of nineteen inches from the ground, just
before tho oparator's legs, at the lower part of the
scutching board, in order that be may not bark s
own shins while ecutching the Bax. The elasticity
of the sirap also causes the blow Lo roboand, and so
aids the operator in his work. Dy theso means, 2nd
by tarning it about, tho woody fibro and refuse aro
eot rid of and little clse but the puro Gbre romains.

Our last cut shows tho soutching blade, which is
formed of thin, even grained wood. without knots or
twists, generally of sycamore or beech. Its length
from the end of the handle to tho tip of the blado,
is about two feet; and tho greatest thickness of the
blade at its upper partis a trifle over an eighth of
an inch.

We bave thus minutely described the ecutching
implements, because tho operation itselfis a most

important onc, and requires careful manipulation to
perform it saccessfully. Ir proportion to the akill
and care of the operator will the valne of tho article
produced, and the amount of waste made bo deter

mined. With a skilled workman the loss from the
latter source is estimated a: oac-fonrth less than
when a scutching machine, such as Rowan’s or
Friedlander's is used. When tho flax is of good
quality and tho scatching well done, thero is just as
ready a salo for it as the mill-scutched. Machines
liko those just named, to be profitable, must bo in
the bands of a capitalist, and be morcover pretty
generally diffused throughout the country, if the cul-
tivation of flax i3 to bo an agricultural inatitution in
Canada.

In the meantime, we strongly recommend the pro-
ducers to take immediate steps to provide simple
but effective implements for hand scutching, such as
we bave described. and set to work, with a will,
during tho comlng winter. Thero is nothing un
wholesomo or laborious about the Lusiness, but on
the contrary, a groat deal of cheerfulness and mer-
riment aro ovoked during the operation. By follow
ing the courso which It has beea our purpose in
this articlo to indicate, the flax producer, wo are
persuaded, will bo consulting his best interosts, and
will bo encouragos! to porsevero in growing this im.
portant and valuable farm product.

The Proper QlIantity of Seed.

Expenixest and experlence have taught me that
the fulness of a crop does not depend upoa the quan-
tity of sced sown. but on the quality and coodition
of tho soil ; and, in 2 more limited degrec, on climaty
and the period of sowing. Every agriculturist should.
ae a question of profit fo himself, try on a small scale
comparative quantities of sced, and if this were done
generally (which I am sure it is not), a vast aggregate
saving would accrue to the country at large, and a
proportionate gain to tho farmer himself. We often
bear complaiuts of losses by a thin crop, but never
by a thick ono, although tho latter too often subtracis
congiderably from tho farmer’s profit. I related last
yoar thata peck of seed whoat per acro, dibbled at
Intervals of about 43 inches, one kernel in a bole,
produced 5% bushels of heavy wheat per acre, and 23
tons of straw ; in fact, the thickest and heaviest crop
of corn and straw on my farm. Itwas scen at various
periods of its growth by many agricultural and othe:
visitors. Duriog winter, a single stem only having
appeared from each kernel, tho land at a distance
appeared as if unsown, and wo were often asked why
wo had omitted to drill that particular portion of th -
field. Inthe spring oach stom radiated its shoois
borizontally, to the cxtent in some jnatances of 30 to
48 stems, and ultimately hecame,the best ¢rop on the
farm, and, which is often convenient in harvestin,
about four days later than the thick sown putin i
Octobor, at the samo timo as the rest of tho field was
drilled with ono busbel per acre. In Octobor laat,
rathor late in the month. we repeated the experiment



