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Tho Firoside.
TirE " firosie" andI "domestie hearth" are pLras'

often used, nnd they owe their signifiennce to an
institution wvhich is fast going out of vogue Wo
mean the cheerful, open dre-place. with its ruddy,
enlivening blaze, and air of untold comfort. This is
one of the charms of home-life in winter, but the
store [s rapidly superseding it Whait a stretch of
Imagination it requires to think and speak of tlie
aide of a bot, blaick-looking, iron box as a "tire-ide 1
On the other band, how gladdening and bliliesome
is the open fire-place! Ilow pleasant ta come in
tram the outside cold and from out-door toil to the
warm welcome which a bright tiro flashes int, your
face I It ts a fine picture of ruiral life in winter
which ls drawn in the following lines -

"TU now the Ume fom hàoaring cilbs to feed
The os laborious and the noble steod;

'is 'ow Cho Ume to tend the bloating fold.
Toa sew with liter. and tofrnoo from cold.
The caltile ted, te flot led u1thin,
At setting day the bliadtil hours begin,
'l Iben. sole owner of his ltle aot,
The rimor feels his idependent lot;
Hears with the crackling blaze that ligbts th- ,il
The voice otgtadnea d or Nature cai;
lebolds bis children play, Cheir mother amiiN
And taes wih then the fruit of summer ta'

The bot, dry anmosphere eigeidercd by close
stoves, is a poor substitute f3r " the crackling blaze
that lights the wall," with its attrndant cheerfulness
and healthfuîlness. We quite conour a uhat - Uv
Marvel" says on (bis subject, in that inte'siang
book, " My Ehrm et Edaewoodu

" The days o wood ires are not utterly gone as
long as I live they never will le goie. • • doal
may belong in the kitchens of % nter-I do nu saty
nayto this ; but I do say thaacuntrylhome without
sone one open chimney, around thiclh, im tiame of
winter twiliglt, when snows are bç ating against the
panes, the family may gather and watch the tire
tuahing and crackling, and laming and waving until
the girls clap their hands alil fic boys about an a
kind of exultant thankfàlrce , ia not wurthy the
name."

CRAB-A'PL-E CmEn.-In respon.se in an article nu
the manufacture of cider which recently appeared in
these colurns, Mr. Il. L. Physick, of Port Deposit,
Maryland, has sent ta this oflice a specimen of cider
which lie made (bis fall from tlie IIeues Vîrgima
crab-apple. Il is superior ta anything in the eider
ino we have tasted (bis year.--.bcientifc Amrnean.

TrEs WonTn CoMUrrrNo To MimoiT.-A bit of
glue dissolved in skim milk and water will ret'ore
old crape.

An ink.stand was turned over a white tJ>le-cth ;
a servant throw over it a mixture of salt and pepper
plentifully, and ail trace of it disappearcd.

Picture framesand glasses are preservei fromn (lies
by painting them witl a brush dipped in a mixture
made by boiling throe or four onions in a plat of
water.

Bed-bugs are kept away by washing the crevices
with strong sait water, put on witli a brush.

Stings and bites are oien instantanously curei by
washing them in bartsborn or turpentine.

SononcM SEED FLoun.-Grain and flour bving le-
corne scarce anong (lie rebels. they have devised a
new source of supply, which is thus described by flic
Savannah Republican:-" Wo have a sample of sor-
gbum flour, made of th seedi of Chineso cane, which
may be seen at our office. The person who seuls it,
to us had no means of bolting this flour, ior liat le
taken off the hull of (lie seed before grinding ; tlie
consequence is that the flour lias a pinkish color.
Those who have made a trial of (bis excellent flotr
represent it as an admirable substitute for buck-
whleat. ' Made into hoe-cake, it is a very sa' icrv
bread. It is likely to come into very general use, if
prepared, liko wheat flour, by bolting. The price at
which it can be offered nt market maay be aisumed at
fifteen or twenty dollars per sack. But asa aare of
;sorghum gives froma thirty to fifty biushels, ten dol-
lars a sack would le a remunerating prise. 'I i-
prodne(tion of this grain the present year, in Georgia,
must amont ta five millions of bushels. We have
tbis greal supply of foo ta fall bac< upon in the
event of a defcienoy of the comrnon cereals, wheat

and maize. The season for buckwheat cakes comes
in a month, with frost. Let the lovers of Ibis brenl
try the sorghum flour. IL is represented as being
very simnilar ta buckwheait when preparel as the lat-
ter is. As a substituite for coete, no parcheI grain
vegetable ordinatily uqed for that purpose ls at al
eqtal t sorghuii sect. And wliatis still moro valu-
able ta know, in the prescnt ceareity of sugar, a
small quaintity of the sirup boiled with ground seed
makes the coklen sinbstitute very plensant and paint-
able."

Wialoors snor.DnsPoLsasED.-Brightly-polishoed
boots aire coolor in warin weather and warmer ln cold
iventher than dull and dusty boots; for in warm
weather they reflect tlie au, whichi dusty and dirty
boots absorb ; and ln cold weather the clean boot
los not allow the warmtlh of your foot to radiate
frecly, wierons the unclean bootdoes. Clean, bright
boots are consequently mor confortable, as well as
respectable. bath in varm weather and cold. Not
only will different substances, as lron and Wood, givo
ont lieat or tiko IL in, more or less,but (lie same sub-
stance radintes lient more or les, nctively as it is
bright or duil. rougt or smooth. Now, dirty boots
are rough as wcll as dull. They have a surface of
many little hills and valleys,so balt in truth, thor is
more surface for the heat ta pass througli eitherway.
As a rough surface ls a larger surface, more hoat
fron within and without nlways passes througb dul
nad dirty boots than polished ones.

TiHs CUim'EsT Fu;rsn.-Le Moniteur Illustre des
lItventions says :-" It is known that charcoal is the
most eiîlcacious substance (bat can be employed for
the purifieation of liquids; foui and stagnant waters
containing decaying animal carcasses have been
purlfied ta (lie extent of becoming inodorous, pot.
able and liealthy. lIere is a method of constructing
one of these filters ln the easiest manner. Take a
flowenr-pot, or nny other vase baving a hol ln the
bottoin, fill flic botton with large round pebbles,
then cover wvith sinaller pebbles, thon witlh coarse
sand or fie gravel, and finally with about four
anches of potindel charcoal. Thc coal may be placed
in a bag and broliken with a mallet or hammer. It
shiotl le sifted, andi the very finest dust thrown

Our contemporary adds liat nothing la necessary
abo-e the charcoal. but we sliould suppose tbat it
oughit to be covered with a clean fiannel, held down
by stlones on tie corners. The cliarcol sliotild be
fresiy btrned. and renewed occasionally. The other
parts wili of course last indefinitely.-Scienfic Ame-
rican.

FIuao IeE IlosEs Wir SaOw.-As the tiMe is
now nppmaching when the supply of ice for tho en-
suing yeir is to be secured, I beg leave to g ive you
the experience of one of ocr "Clifton Farmers'
Club," of Clifton, Ohio. His ice-house is situatei
on tle side of a gravel bill, covering a pit ton feet
dep and twelve foot square, and is a simple frame
structure over the pit about four or fite foot ln
heighit; tlie aides of lie plit are boarded up, and the
drainage is through the gravel.

Finding i expensive to haul ice tram the neghbor-
ing ponds and rivers, lie last winter fillei his bouse
witih siote aifer ile enstoni prevailing in Switzerland
and California. (for my friend is a traveller,) simply
rolling il np in inîm-sses, and with a wheelbarrow con-
veying it to the house-first lining the sidosof the pit
wbi sra-, nuid after it was filled, covering the snow
n-ih thi sane iimaterial, thus filling his bouse without
cost. and seeiring an abundant snpply of good !ce
for lis large family during the whole summer. The
snowr settied down into a compact mass, when the
spring anI sammer hcats afleoted it, and a portion
still romains ai the bottom of tlie pit as sohd as a
glacier of (lie Alps.-Cor. of Country Gentleman.

11it- Tn TnEATr FnozEN Liuns.-The New York
Etening Post, in at article on this subject, says
tliat frozen limbs should never be rubbed. Tho juices
of tlie fle.shy tiues, whmn frozn in thoir minute sacs
or celis, at once become in each of these enclosures
crystals, having a largo number of angles and sharp
points , and hance raibbing the flesh causes thcîm to
cot or tear their way ihirougih (lie tissues, sa (bat whten
it is thawed, tlie structure of the muscle is more or
less destroyed. The proper mode of treatment is
t(ls stated :

Wien any part of tlie body is frozon, it should be
kept perfectlyquiiet till it is thauved ont, wyhich should
bi iono promptly. As freezing takes place from the
surface inwardly, so thawing should be in the reverse
order, from the imside outwardly. The thawing out
of a portion nf flesh, without at tlie same time putt-
ing the bliol from the liheart into circulation through
it, p-oïiiee mortiflcation ; but by kooping the more
external parts still congealed till the internal heat and
the externial blood gradually soften the more lnterior
parts, and produce circulation of the blood as fast as
thawing takes place, most of these dangers are obvi-
atel.
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A Plea for Township Fairs.
To the FWlor of TiN ANAÂ FÀnugn:

Sn,-An article lately appeared ln Tu FArnun
against.township fairs, which seems ta invito dis.
cussion, and with ail due leference to your superior
judgment, I cannot help differing fromj your opinion
of the matter.

In the first plnce, wie ilut not despiso the day of
small things-tho greatest institutions wehave sprung
fron smnll ones. We had a County Agrieultural
Society for several years li this County before we
had one in the Township, but so littile interest was
taken in the matter, that balf-nay, more than half
the people of the Township, never knew wliero or
when the County Show was held ; much less did they
prepare nnything for exhibition. Not the least Inter-
est was taken in agricultural improvement. We did
not know but that lie bcat kind of stock was that
which would endure the greatest amouînt öf starva-
tion, and the boat plough the one that would tura
the widest furrow, and tmn it fiat, so that it might
lie close, and so rot (lie botter. It is true we liked a
cow ta give plenty of milk, but in other respects wC
were in prccisely tlic sane condition in which the
celebrated Arthur Young found many of the British
farmers in his day, viz.: that agricultural improve-
ment was the business of gentlemen, while poor men
had better pay their debts. A.bout ton years ago we
organized a Township Society, and although our firet
Show might be considered a poor affair, and premi-
unis were awarded ta what competent judges would
call inferior animals, yet we all felt proud of having
a Show, and thoso who got prizes felt a dignity they
never felt before, while those wlo were beaten re-
solved not to be beaten next year. Thus an impetus
was given ta Improvement, which has urged us
onward to increased exertion, and now such an in-
terest is feit in the concern that sone say they would
go in for laving a Township Show if there were no
premiuns to award. A County Society, in my
opinion, never would bave acconplished this. Ano-
ther consideration is the distance from the County
Town. Our County is about the smallest ln Upper
Canada, and bore parties living on the outskirts ind
great difflculty in attending (lie Shows, and if they
wish ta exhibit horned cattile, it would require more
time ta get tlim there and back than most farmers
would be willing to spend overt it n the case of fat
cattle and milch cows, the thing would bc out of the
question. If ibis Is the case in a smail County, how
much greater would the difllculty be ln largo ones I
We are not in the saime position bore that they are ln,
the Old Country, where there is a railway station
within a feiw miles of cvery man's door, but we are
in a country where there is hardly any road at ail,
especially at the season of tlie year when Shows are
held. This centralization scheme would benefit
those only who occupy a central position. A few
individuals would monoplize the iholo thing and
goblible up ail lie money. It is far too much so at
the present tinte.

It is becoming quite customary ta open County
Shows ta other Counties, and hore we see a few men
of capital driving round all the Fall with a sort of
menagerie of domestic animais, fed up on purpose
for showing, and in a majority of cases these animals
are not a fair representation of the stock kept by
these mon ; they mierely show what cnu be done by
lavish feeding, such as is beyond (lie power of a
small farmer ta accomplish. If these mnen wish to
compete with each other, the Provincial Exhibitior
is a very proper place ta do it, but I will ever use
wbat little intluence I nay possess in behalf of those
Shows whera poor men may cone in for a share of
tle spoils, believing that the man who can increase
the produce of a garden of potatoes is as much en
titled ta consideration as tlie man who pretends to
greater things.

One reason more and I bave donc. The bigger the
Show the more chance for chiselling. Compare the
Provincial Exhibition with Township Exhibitions on
this score. I know it is difflcult ta obtain competent
judges at all times, especially where so many are
required, and for this reason we should le charitable
in our critioisms, but when we see sa much misman.
agement at alnost every Provincial Exhibition,'we
get disgusted. The trial of plouglis this Fall, at
Hamilton, was a perfect sham.

These, then, are some of the rosons why I wlild
liko to see Township Socleties continuoid. Yon say
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