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Clacking aud Over-Reaching in Horses,

—

Common as are these two faults, they are frequent- { 1

ly misunderstood.  An over-reach 1s looked upon ag
an unavaidable accident, and clacking treatedby ir-
rational alterations of the hind feet shors.  We
couple them together because they present some com-
mon features. DBoth consist of interference with the
fore foot by the hind one, both are due to some tem-
porary defect in the action, and both can be present-
ed by altering the form of tho shoo.

Clacking or, as 1t 13 sometimes called ** forging,” 13
the name given the sound produced by tho hnd shoe
striking the fore one in progression. 1t 13 usually
heard at the trot, and scldom notieed in adult horses.
1613 most common i young horses out of condition
and especially noticed when they are tired. The
noise is produced by the hind shee stnhing the under

surface of the fore une just behud the toe, not at the
heels.  When the blow has heen repeated so as to
leave an impregsion, the marks are found on the inner
cdge of the Jore shoe. ‘TIhis Is important, asil shows
ug that thelength of shocis not ab fault, and it sug-
rests the removal of the parl where striking occurs.
temoval of this edge is equivalent to making a shoe
concave instead of flat on the ground surface, and
such a shoe is found to efivetually prevent a recur-
rence of the objectionable nolse.

The ordnary lmnting shoe, cspecially the narrew
one madoin & *‘cress,” m the hest possible form,
For harnesy hotses, where more substancee is required
for wear, the ordinary shoe seated on the gatside in-
stead of the insidos usllal{\' suflicienf. A case may
be met with i which this alteration is not effective.
We must then alter the Iund shoes, making them
square at the toe, with two clips~-one on aither side
—and set back a hittle on the foot.  The wall at the
toe should not be raised off, but allowed to protrude
a little.

Too often the hind shogs ave thefirst to suffer alter-
ation, someciimes of a very objectionable kind ; for
instanze, wo have seen the toe of a lind shoe made
dinmond shape and prom!nent, so as to come in con-
tact with the sole of the forefoot Instead of the shoe.
'This is a most irrational and somewhat dangerons ex-
pedient. It leaves the offending part of the fore
shooe untouched, and favors the inﬁxctmn of injury to
the foot. Even when the hind shoe is only made
short and placed back on the foot, thero is a risk of
tho horn a¢ the toe being unduly worn, and there is
a shortening of the leverage of the foot wlich must
more or less affect the powers of progression.

If a horse ““clacks,” rest contented at first with
altering the fore shoes as wo have described ; im-
prove his condition, and ride him up 1o the at, hut
not past his pace.  “* Over-reaching” 13 an injury to
the heel of the fore foot. It is sometimes meray a
bruise, but more often a lacerated wound, a small
round portion of skin being left hanging, nearly de-
tached from tho heel.  The offending part of the iind
shoo is its inner cirenirlerenco or edge, so that the
injury must be caused by the hind foot being in the
heel, and the skin caught as the foot is retraced.
The inner edge at the toe of a hind shoe becomes
very sharp after a few days’ wear, and will eut like a
knile.

Asin “clacking,” the indication for prevention is
to remove the offending cdge.  This cannvt be thor-
oughly done with afile bul’when the shoe is hot, the
edge behind the toe can be cut ont with the « fuller”
80 as to leave the shoe concave. Off over-reaching is
an accident peealiar o the glallop. it is well always
to shoe hunters so as to guard agamnst the occurrence.
The neatest and hest hmd shoe for o hunter is made,
like the foro one, in & *“ cress,” and presends o con-
cavo ground surface and rounded cdges.

Wiien 2 heel is injured, itis alwayswell to try and
save the piece of skin, It should not be cut off un-
til it is certain that it will not reunite to the tissues
beneath. One good fomenting on reachng the stable
is enough ; after that use the simplest water dressing,
and under no circumstances use poultices, which only
increase the chances of a slough and retard the
healing process.  Should healing scew slow, apply a
wmild stimulant, such as a picee of lint wet with a
mixturo of carbolic acid, one part, to glyecive, tivanty
parts.—Seizntific American,

Desirable Qualities in a Fig.

Of all the desirable qualities in a pig, a vigorong
appetite is of the first importance. A hog that/will
not eat, is of no more use than a mill that will not
grind. And it is undosbtedly true that the more a

1{ig will cat in proportion to size, provided he can
digest and assimilate it the more profitable e will
rove.

The next desirable quality is, perhaps, quietness
of disposition. The blood is derived from the food,
and flesh i3 derived from tho i;lood. Animal force is
derived from the transformation of flesh. The more
of this i3 used in unnecessary motions, the greater
the demand. on the stomach, and the more food
will there bo required merely to sustain the vital
functfons—an: themore frequently flesh is transform-
ud.and formed agan, the tongher amd less palatable
it becomes.

This quality, quictness of disposition, combined
with & small amount of useless parts, or offal, has
heen the aun of all modern breeders.  1tsimportance
will be readuly percerved if we assumo that seventy-
five per cent. of foud is ordinarily consumul to sup-
port the vital functions, and thai the slight addition-
al demand of only onc-sixth moro food, is required
for the exlra offal parts and unnceessacy activity.,
Such a cvarsy, rustless ammal would gaman tleshand
fat, In proportivn to tie fould cusutacd, ouly half as
fast ag the quict, refined animal.  To assume that a
rough, coarse, savage, ill hred mongrel hog will
require only onc-sixtl more footl than a quict, refined
well bred Berlishire, Essex or $uffolk, is e’ extrava-
gaunt.—7larris.

Hitching Horsos with the Lines,

Maay of our exchanges have published the follow-
ig very improper manner of hitehing aiteam with
the lines : *“When there Is no Intching post handy a
horse may be safely tied in tho follswiny manner :—
Take the reins anid pass them round underneath the
hub outside of the wheel and give them a Intch to
one of the spokeg. If tho horse starts the remns are
drawn up, instantly checking bim, and assoon as he
commonces to hack they are as jnstantly loosened.
If in aldition to this, whenthere are a pair of horses,
one of the traces is Joosened the {eam will seldum
move far cnough forward to start the wagzen with-
out being checked by the bits.”

When a small lad, we saw a furzisr with a two-
horse waggon loaded with barrels of cider hitch his
liorses by wrapping the enda of the lines once around
the hub, then tying to a spolie.  Thus the team was
left standing in the strect, which ran along the brow
of a steep lull. When the man relurned he found
his horses—one dead—waggon and cider all at the
foot of the hill badly smashedd up.

After having stood until they beeame restive they
started forward, when the lfines brough$ them up
with such unusnal rou;fmess that they salled back
with all their might, and before tho loade ! waggon
had stopped moving the lines hegan to win! around
the hub 80 as to diaw the hewses L3k, The hind
wheels were ermaped in the right «oraclion to go
down the bank, and soozer than oue can tell the
story, team, wageon and all weat r~lling and tumb-
lng down the steep bark moro than ono hundred
fect distant into the creclz. This impressivo lesson
taught us never o fasten the Lies to a wheel, which
we never have done. Rather than do it we have
often unhitcked the te2m and tied the lalter toa
wheel.—XNew Yorlk Herald. ’

Hxperiment in Feeding.

In the April number of the Americar Farm Jour-
nal, 1 notice an articlo on the nutntive quahties of
timothy lm’_y, which makes 109 1is. of titmothy hay
cqual to 355 1bs. of rycsiraw, 220 1bs. of ozt straw ;
51 per cent, of corn, 59 of oxts, and 490l rye.  Now,
who can believe that 2 Let one of our FPenusylvania
farmers take 350 1bs. of rye straw and 98 percent. of
rye chop (which according to the compatation, would
be equal to 300 1bs. of hay,) and feed and work one
horse on hay and the other on the rye chop, giving
cach all they want, and when the stock is exkausted
replenish il and continue to do so for two, three or
four months, keeping v strict account of the amount
of both kinds fed, and then ask him which horse has
dono the best according to the value of feed fed, or
rather the amount of feed, according to the compu-
tation. My opinion i3 that the ryc sizaw and chop
would be equally as nutritious, pound for pound, as
the hay. And if X am right, the straw and chop
would have over one-third more nutrition than the
hay, for you have 300 1bs. of hay and 453 1bs. of straw
and chop.  If you feed the horse 30 1bs. of hay cach
day the hay would last ten days and the straw and
chop a fraction over fifteen days. I do not believe
there can be a possible doubt of the straw and chop
being more nutritious, pound for pound, than the hay.
If anyone thinks so, let him try it. Just so as to the
oat.straw and corn. Let anyone take three pounds
of corn-meal and twenty of %ood oat-straw, and feed
it agaiust thirly pounds of hay_ during the winter,

——

and Iie will find hisstock will do the hest on the straw
and meal, giving tho hay the henefit of the two and
a-half per cent. thrown off on the straw. I have
seen the samo computation as to the relative value of
timothy liay as compared with other food for animals ;
but I don’t heheve 36 will hold water.—(C' J. Moore,
in Germantown Telegraph.

Tact in Feeding.

As an exense {or the wretuhed lovkiag objeets toba
seen on some farms, and as a reason for not obtaining
better animals, it is often saud, what would Dbe the
use of having anything well bred onsuch land 2 The
hest stok in the world wouldsvun b no butter.  This
is partly true, for pour feeding wall canse degencracy
in cach succeeding generation ; but however bad the
soil may he, tact would force some forage erops far
summer, aud roofs fur winter, {v assist tTw thin her-
bage for the warm scasun, and to help the dried-up,
old, withered hay through the cold winter.

It is astonishing to sce the %ood cffects produced
by Judicious management of slock of all varietics,
cach generation becoming superior to its ancestors, if
fed and treated in o better way, and if a wise dis-
criminztion is brough{ to bear on the proper mating
of the parents ; as yitness the sheep of tﬁ:e preseng
day, compared with those of forty years back, and
sce how very much finer the descendants of the Ara-
bian horses are in England, in spite of the perniclous
practice of over carly training.

It is not altogether tho Liberality in feeding, that
tells on tho colts, the ca]i\'cs and the tegs ; thereis a
certain watcljfulness and caro combined with a nice
perception of what is required, which nono but an
cxperienced person knows how to exercise to benefit
the youny animals from the time they are born, till
Per‘icct in their full growth and beauty. Jtis uscless

or ‘)eoplo who think they know cverything, to cavil
at this statement, for I assert that there shall be, say
20 colts, 20 calvesand 200 tegs, put under one man’s
supervision, and a like number under another’s, each
having facilities in cvery respect, growing what they
please, and choosing whoever they like to wait upon
them ; yet there shall be doublo or treble a superin-.
tendant’s salary difference in the value of the two
lots when they come o be a year old.  Last spring I
saw coltsand calves which staggered from weakness,
and were naught but a frame of bones, when there
was everything at hand to have made them fat, if
there had been any tact on the premises. It issoin
many instances. ¢ animals want a change in their
lodging, in food, in air and exerciso ; require to have
some sunshino on them ; or ther2 are Some simplo
laws of nature negleeted, through ignorance, probably,
for tho manager may be excellent inhis way ; he may
know how to mend evcrything on the fanm, but the
live stock ; he maysay “‘com¢ along,” to every man
that works with him, but not get ajong the yourng
animals which ought to be in » continual thriving
state ; ins .ort, Lo totally deficient in knowledgo of
the proper treatment of cattle, &c., excepting in cases
of ““hollow horn” and *“tail evil.’*—(% (., in Country
Gentleman.

Is PeA-STRAW GoOD XODDER ?—A. corrcspondant
says he has not found pea-straw as valuable for
fodder asgood oat or wheat straw.—Very hkely, And
yet good pea straw may be so cured and fed, as to be
worth far more than any other straw, unless it is
choice bean-straw. 1t is more nitrogenousthan wheat,
oat, barley, or ryo straw, and should be fed, to get
outits full value, in connection with a small quantity
of corn. Sheep that have a pound of corn each per
day will fatten more rapidly on pea-straw than on
wheat or oat straw. The better planisto let them
have all they will eat of both pea and wheat straw—
say pea-straw morning and noon, and wheab or oat
straw at night. But we apprehend the trouble witl:
our cortcs%)ondent is not so much m the way of feed-
ing, as in the method of cutting, curing, and preserv-
ing the pea-straw. If the peas wero allowed togrow
till dead.ripe, and after cutting were allowed to re-
main in heaps in tho ficld day after day without
turning, and were cxposed to raing and dews until
nearly all tho soluble matter was decomposed or
washed out of the straw, and half tho leaves were
knocked off them before they left the ficld, and
they were stacked ina damp condition, it i3 not
difficult to understand why “‘the sheep and the
chemist do not tell the same story” in regard to the
value of the straw. Onourown farm we have found
pea-straw from a luxtriant ch of peas, cured with-
out rain, nearly as valuable as clover-bay.—American
Herdiculturist.
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