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and-in, to which I have previously alluded. There
are many crosses from which good fowls may be
obtained, but I do not think any equal to that I have

described, viz: between the Game, the Gray Derking |
L

and the Brahma Pootra.

Although for the purpose of obtaining eggs at a
season When they are most expensive, it is a wise plan
to save each year several pullets for luying, still the
eggs to he placed under the sitting hen should be
those laid by two-year-old birds, as they will be
found not only more certain fo contain a chicken,
but the chicken will be stronger than any produced
from the egg of & pullet. The number of eggs to be
placed under a hen varies according to the size of the
bird and the seasor of the year. My impression is,
that too many are generally set, and the consequence
becomes manifest in the weakliness of the chickens,
In no case should there be more than thirtcen eggs,
however large the bird, and in_most cases ten or
eleven arc quito sufficient; indced, in very cold
weather, nine eggs are enough for the largest bird to
cover. The goof cffect of seiting comparatively few
eggs is observed in the strength exhibited by the
chickens in escaping from the shell, and the fact that
they are all haiched at the same time,—S, JI. Saun-
ders, in Country Goniloman.

The Dutoh;lan’s 'H;n, or Female Per-
' versity, '

¢“If she will, shie will—you may dependon’t ; .
And if ghe won't, she won't—and there's an end on’t.”

Once with an honest Dutchman walking,

About histroubles he was talking—

The most of which seemed to arise

From fiicnds’ and wife's perversiticz

When he took breath, his pipe to fill,

I ventured to suggest, that wi..

Was oft the ca::ee of human ill §

‘That lite was fuil of sell-denials,

And every mon had his own trials.

¢T3 not the will,”” he quick replicd,

¢ But it’s the won't by which I'm tried.

When people wiil, I'm always glad :

’Tiz only when they won't I'm mad !

Contrary folks, like mine old hen,

Who laid o dozen cggs, and then,

Instend of sitting down to hatch,

Runs off into min» garden patch!

1 goes and catches her and bringsher,

And Lack on to her nest I flings her ;

And th.n I snaps her on the head,

And tells her: ¢Sit there, you old jade!’

But sitghe won't, forall I say,

She’s up cgain and runs away.

Then I was mad, as mad as fire,

But once : gain 1 thought 1’d try her,

So after her I soon makes chase,

And brings her back to the old p‘ace;

And then 1snaps her a great deal,

And does my best to make her feel '

That she must do as she was bid ;

But not a bit of it she did.

e wasthe most contrariest bird

Of which I ever saw or heard.

Before I'd turn my back again,

Was running off, that cursed hen.

Thinks I, I’'m nowa ¢used up’ man,

I must adopt somo other plan.

'l fix her now, for if I don’t, .

My will is conqucred by her won’t!

So then I and gets some blocks,

And with them makes a little box ;

And takes some straw, the very best,

And makes the nicest kind of nest ;

Then in the nest tho eggs I place,

And fee! a smile upon my face

As1 thinks now at last 1'vo got her,

When in the little box 've sot her ;

For to this little box I did

Cousider I must havea lid,

80 that she couldn’s get away ;

But in it, till she hatched must stay.

And then again, once more I cbased her,

And catched, and in tho box I placed her.

Again I snaps her oa the head,

Until I foar sho might he dead; |

And then, when 1 had made her sit down,

Immed.ately I claps the lid on.

And now, thinks I, I've got her fast,

She’ll have to do her work at last.

No longerghall I stand the brunt

Of this old hen’s confounded won't !

So I goes in and tells mino folks, -

And-then I takes m:ne pipo and smokes,

And walks about aud fecls so good

That ‘wouldn't! ylelds at length to ¢ would,

And as so oft I’d snapped tho hen,

1 takes some ‘echnapps’ myself, and then

1 thought I'd see how tho old crettur

Was getting on where I had set her ;

The lid the box so nicely fits on

I gently raised—dunder and blitzen 1

Give me moreschnapps, and fill the cup !)
ero sho was su.ting—standmg apl”

~Knickerbocker Magazine.

25~ Daring the late poultry exbibition in Chicago,
sales were made of fowls to the amount of nearly or
quite $1,000. Few fowls were sold at less than five
dollars each, and a number of trios of chickens were

The g-\piary.

Montreal Apicultural Society.

A Society has been formed in Montreal with the
ahove niame—the officers are Mr. G. Lomer, Mont-
real, President; Dr. Webber, Richmond, Q., and Mr.
J. Valiquet, St. Hilaire, Q., Vice-Presidents: Mr. S.
J. Lyman, Montreal, Secretary.

The objects of the association arc Lo promote at-
tention to bee-keeping. With this view they will
hold exhibitions in connection with the horticultural
society, at which prizes will be offered for the best
constructed hives, wax, and all preparations of wax,
honey and preparations of honey, essays on bee-
keeping, &c. Meetings will be held for discussion
of subjects connected with bees.

WINTERING BEES.

This was the subject of discussion at the first
quarterly meeting of the Apicultaral Association,
held in the room of the Heriicultural Society, Me-
chanics’ Hall, on the evening of the 5th November.
Mr. Valiquet, of St., Hilaire, V. P., in the chair, and
Mr. 8. J. Lyman, Secretary. The conversation was
carried on by such experienced bee-keepers as Mr.
Valiquet, Rev. Mr. Kabler, German minister, of
Montreal, and Mr. Higgins, of Cote St. Paul. All
agreed (hat wintering bees was a very important and
difficult part of apiculture, and that it was only strong
swarms that had any probability of wintering well;
indeed that success in bee-keeping in all its depart-
ments was dependent on strong stocks, and that bee-
keepers paid special attention to this point. Far
beiter bave one strong hive (i. ¢, full of bees) than
two weak ones.

For wintering a large number of hives, Mr. Higgins
had made a bee-house, with donble walls and char-
coal between them; but the heat of so many hives
together, notwithstanding good means of ventilation,
was found to be so great in March, that the bees were
all in commotion, and he had to put ont the hives
nearly a month earlier than he intended, but he did
not find that they snffered much by the exposure.

Mr. Valiquet had found the following plan answer
well:—He dug a ditch in dry ground, about two feet

deep and three feet wide at the top, and as long as,

the number of hives required. Across this ditch he
laid pieces of scantling, and on these he laid two ten-
inch boards lengthwise, on which he placed his hives
close to each other. Each hive projected a little
over the board on each side, and be also opened the
super holes for ventilation. He then covered them
with boards, in the form of a roof, with chimneys
every ten feet, and covered those boards with straw,

banking the whole up with the earth taken out of
the ditch. The bees had wintered as well, or he
thonght better in this way than in a cellar, and he
had not been troutled by rats or mice, but it was
thought that in some places the depredations of these
vermia would be & great objection to this method.
Rev. Mr. Kabler thought that a cellar was the best
place for wintering bees, and that they should be
placed on tables or suspended to the wall, to prevent
rats from getting at them. A dark closet would pro-
bably do equally well. It had been thought the
cellar must be dry, but he believed that a damp.
cellar or root-house was equally good, though any-
thing patrid or offensive would be injurious. If was,
also, generally thought that the tem%erature should
be near the freezing point, but the President of the
Society, Mr. Lomer, who could not be at the meeting
on account of indisposition, had wintered bees in a
part of his cellar that was quite warm, on account of
proximity to the farnace which heated his house, and
they came out in spring in fine health. It wasalso
generally thonght that ventilation was necessary to
beos in winter, but in Germany they were shut up
close, and here, he believed, they might be treated in
the same way. The lgreat thing to avoid in winter-
ing bees was light. Tho least streak of light would
set them in motion, and they would not only consume
more honey, but some would escaPe, if they could,
and all that escaped in winter would be lost.” If bees
were kept cold they had to consume honey to gene-

sold at twenty-five dollars.

rate heat, which was saved when t::?

comfortably warm. A hive might be safely wintered

were kept|. .

out-doors with a box or covering of straw over it,
but 1t would require thirty pounds of honey; whereas.
in a cellar that was not too cold, ten pounds would
suffice. The door of the hive should he cigsed with
wire gouze, and the bees should be disturbed as
little as possible.

Mr. Higgins said when the conflnement was pro-
longed there was great danger of the comb being
destroyed by the excrements of the bees, and there-
fore the hives should be allowed to stand out in this
climate until severe frost came in December, and b
placed out again about the end of March.,

A Fixe Ymrp of HoNEY.—Silas Timmerman,
Clockville, N. Y., writes the Rural New Yorker taat
N. N. Belsinger, of that place, received this seasen
from thirty-six stocks of bees thirty-four new swarms
and three thousand one hundred and fifty pounds «f
oap honey. The glasa caps were five by six inche:.
The honey consisted of two thousand eight hundred
and fifty pounds of clover, and three hundred of
buckwheat. This is Mr. B.’s third season in the bee
business, and his stocks are now nearly all Italians.

Goop Yierp orF Hover.—At the recent antumn
competition of the Inverness (N. B.) Farmer Society,
premiums were offered for the best and second best
samples of honey, in tops and hives. ‘Only one
sample was shown, but the quality was fine and weil
worthy of a prize. The honey was taken from a hive
swarmed in June last, and weighed as follows:—1Is}
top, 11 1bs.; 2nd top, 7 1bs.; eke, 11 Ibs.; total, 29 Ibs,
The hive is left for & stock; and has of honey 35 Ibs.,
giving a produce of 64 1bs. to the first swarm. The
same stock cast a second swarm later in June, and in
September the bees were removed from the hive, and

ut in with the first swarm kept for astock. The

ive contained 40 Ibs. of honey, the produce for the
season of one stock being therefore 104 lbs. No
bees were killed; and the management was in accord-
ance with an essay on bees published by Provost
Mackenzie, of Eileanach.

Zortry.
A River Lyrio,

Under my window, day by day,
The beautiful river rolls away :
Rolis from far off woods of pine
Down to tho glittering bay;
By frowning crag and fragrant vine,
Onward still to the foaming brine,
To the ncean’s kingly sway.

Many a league in rippling glee
The young brook dances; bird and bee
And that lean from the
Hark to its minstrelsy’;
And cloud and star, as above they pass,
Inits bosom , as in a glass,
Their radiant beauty see,

grass

But the brook hath heard a legend rare,
The winds have warbled it in the air,
Many an echoed voico hath told
Of a world moro strangaly fair,
iRHE R L T
to [ an
' %0 Fell may the brooklot darel

Nosw swells the currert, deep and wide,

O’er rock and chasm its strength Is tried,

Till in broader channols, smooth and free,
The waves majcstic glido;

And on they roll riglit royally,

Till they feel the hoart-throb of the sea,
Tho obbing and flowing tide.

Beautifal river, roll away !

Thy seaward curient no charm can stay,

And thou, too, hasten, O river of life!
Through ghadows gaumlnx gmy;

Flow from meadows with beauty rife,

Down through channels of storm and strife,
Ta shores of cndiess day.

alghs and gay in tho carly dawn

dances forth to mect tho morn,

But fast, fast fude tho dow and the balm
Of youth’s enchantment born: -

In this fuller tide, in this deeper calm,

Let mo not utter one mournfal psalm
Over the brightness gono.

For as day by day I look on thoe,
Beautiful river, flowing free,
I fecl the swiftor rush of the stream
‘Which onward rolls with me,
And I gather, at times, thro* mist and dream,
An echoed murmur, a breath, a gleam
Of the evorlasttng sea |

\[Mark Lane Express,



