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BENGOUGH'S COSMOPOLITAN SHORTHAND WRITER.

L]
THE CANADIAN SHORTHAND CONVEN.-
TION.

BY BOME ANONYMOUS CRITIC.

[The following racy sketch of the Canadian
Convention was ** unoflicially reported for the
Shorthand News," and appearedin the October
nurmber. ]

The first Canadian Shorthand Convention
that really deserved tha name was held at the
Rossin House, Toronto, on Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, August the 29th and 30th, The
shorthand writers, assembled from all parts cf
the country, formed theinselves into an associa-
tion, to be called the Canadian Shorthand
Society. Mr. G. B. Bradley, of the Canadian
Hansard staff, was elected President, and Mr.
Thomas Bengough, Secretary. To *his latter
gentleman and to Alderman John Taylor, of
Toronto, belong the credit of working up the
interest in the conveution among Canadian
shorthand writers. Mur, Taylor was elected the
honorary President of the society. The pres-
ence of ladies was an agreeable feature of the
sessions of the convention, and at the public
meeting, held in the City Hall on Wednesday
evening, there were present a great mapy ladies
belonging to the Toronto Liadies’ Literary Club,
the members of which are amongst the most
thoroughly intelligent and cultured women of
the country. The proceedings of the convention
were officially reported by Miss Fraser, a lady
! who is associated with the genial secretary in
| his office work, and whom he has trained to
take his notes of court proceedings and tran-
seribs them on the type-writer, without any
help from him in the reading of them, beyond
an oceasional deciphering of a form represent-
.ing some technical term. Miss Ashley, of

Belleville, read & well-written paper on short-
| hand writing and efficient women to write it.
!'In this paper she made a strong appeal to the
sterner sex to give the ladies every facili.; in
pursuing the profession of shorthand writing,
but in the case of the gentlemen present Miss
Ashley need not have pleaded long, for they all
 seemed most glad to have the ladies with them,
and supported her arguments heartily.

One of the most pleasant features of the
gathering was the consideration shown to the
young shorthand writers by the many old
, members of ihe profession present. Youog
i Ambitious wes mads to feel perfectly at home,
; snd that he was looked upon not as a nuisance,
ibut as the stecographer of the very near
| future.

I The addresses of the delegates from & dis-
' tance were highly interesting, and in some
cases amusing. Awmorig those who took & great
deal of interest in the proceedings was Rev.
"Robt. Torrance of Guelph, & writer 6f an old
' English stenography. He gavea very amusing
! gecount of the way in which he came to learn

shorthand at home in Scotland, over forty years

ago. He stated, with pardonable pride, that he
ghaa notes at home, teken many years ago,

which he could now read with great facility.
But at the public meeting before mentioned,
he tried to put up a job—if one may use the
expression—on the shorthand writers present
who had read papers before the convention, for
which he deserves to be placed on record. Mr.
Torrance was making a speech, and again told
his experience in learning shorthand, and with
what facility he could read his notes, and made
this cruel yemark: ** But, Meester Chairman,
1 may say that I observed one thing ab the
meeting this day which to me appeared ex-
tremely odd, and that, Meester Chairman, was
this : all the shorthand writers who read essays
read them from longhand, and not from ghort-
hand notes.” Now, coming right after the
reverend gentleman’s declaration of his own
ability to vead his notes taken years before,
this was just a little too bad. So torelieve the
minds of the public from the false impression
which the gentleman’s statement would be
likely to leave upon them, a delegate arose and
joformed those present that, while it was true
that the authors of the papers had read them
from longhand manuseript, it was done because
the papers were to be given to the printer, and
to have written them in shorthand and then
had to transeribe them for the printer would
havebeen a waste of labor. Aud to make as-
surance doubly sure, the delegate further in-
formed the sadience that he hadat that moment
a Upited States postal card, on which was
written, in one of the modern systems, an
essay, which was read from that card before
the Chicago convention of one year ago.

Mr.E.V. Murphy,of the MurphyBrothers,senate
reporters, Washington, waspresent on both days,
and helped to make the proceedings enjoyable.
Mr. J. K. Edwards, also a congressional re-
porter, formerly on the staff of the Toronto
Globe, arrived on the second day. Mr. Murphy
told a brace of good stories of his reporting life,
which aptly illustrated the trials and tribula-
tions reporters have to go through in thecourse
of their work.

On one ocoasion he was detailed to report
the speech of & very prominent man. On ar-
riving at the hall it was found that the gentle-
man bad taken too much stimulant for his
brain; and ere he had gone far in his speech
the reporter had made up his mind that he was
in for a hard night of it. The net result of the
night's work on the part of the reporter was a
mass of notes, which were fearfully and won-
derfully mede, so far as the Ianguage was con-
cerned. 1In despuir the reporter at a late hour
sought an interview with the befogged and be-
fogging orator, and told him that unfortunately,
he was unable to make a readable report of the
gpeech, By this time the great wman hed
sobered up considerably, and he asked the re-
porter to sit down and read to him some parts
of the speech which he had already to write
out. Mr Murphy complied, and read & fow
paragrayas. O, my dear sir,” said the
orator, ¢ that is not what I said at all; that
will never do. Now just sit down, and I will




