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Putstion lies in the honor of the Universal Church,'why he is so. Neither ought he in these days of di-] I am a4 CuurcumaN~because I am persuaded that
and in preserving the dignity of the rest of the prelates.|vision and dispute, to neglect any means within his our Church is surpassed by none in the tone of mo-
I am only then respected to my satisfaction, whenipower, that he may ascertain, beyond a peradventure,’ deration ard the spirit of charity which net only dis-

every one else has the privileges of his character se-
cured to him  Now if your Iloliness treats me with
the title of Universal Bishop, you exclude yourseif
from an equality of privilege, But pray let as bave
none of this.”

Gregory’s plan with respect to Augustine’s mission,
was to put ali the British bishops under his jurisdic-
tion. Supported by the interest of King Ethelbert,
Augustine acrordingly endeavoured by a correspon-
dence with the Biilish bishops to bring them into
conformity with the Roman Church. For this pur-
po-e, a conference was proposed, at a p'ace called
Augustine’s Oak, in Worce-tershire, At this meet-
ing, Augnstine endeavoured to persuade them to take
bim by the haund, to make one communiou and to as-
sist him in preaching to the unconverted Saxons.
But neither bis arguments, entresties, or his repri-
mands conld prevail upon them.

The articles insisted on by Augustine were, ¢ that
they shiould keep Faster and administer baptisin ac-
cording to the usages of the Roman church, and own
the Pope’s authority.” They replied ¢ that they
could yield none of these points, and particularly ac
to the Pope’s authority.”  What their sense was up-
on that article, appears by the Abbot Dinotl’s answer,

foundation of the apostles,” and to which his promise

is given that he will be with it to the end of thc’
world. Noah built but one ark, in which the Church
was «aved through the deluge of waters; so the apos-
tles built but one Church, iuto which all christian peo-
ple will do weli to gather and be prepared for the de-
luge of fire which is coming upon the earth.

L+t me exhort you, dearly beloved, to entertain
enlarged views of ‘‘ the Charch of the living God.”
As a society, the Church was planned in Heaven
Its order was established in the council of the adora
ble Trinity; its chief corner stone was laid in Para-
dise; its foundation is upon the apnstles and prophets;
its builders have been °‘ called,” commissioned and
prepared *“of God” in all ages; and its materials
should be none else but ¢ living stones,” fitly framed
together, a spiritual house, for God to dwell in.

Regard the Church in all its appointments, aims,
and ends, as deserving more of your heart’s best affec-
tions, and more of the devotion of your lives, than any
other form of association whatever, The affairs of

that he is ‘ a verv member incorporate’ in the visi- tinguish her services, but which, since the glorious
ble ¢ body” of Christ’s Church : the very Church’
wibich was instituted by his authority, upon ¢ the;

Reformation, have marked her general conduct to-
wards those who have ditfered from her.

I am Ao CHunrcumaN—because the Protestant Epis~
copal Church is remarkable fur the care she has taken
to provide for the young.—By requiring sponsors for
every child at baptism, by supplying an admirable
Cutechism for youth, and by maintaining the Scrip-
tural and most useful rite of Confirmaticn, she has
beautifully shewn her matercal solicitude and wis-
dom —she has kept bher Savicur’s injunction in re~
membrance—* Feed my Lambs.’

I am A Cuurcuman—because I find the liturgy of
our Church, so plain, so full, so fervent : being inti-
mate with it, Ilove it asa long-cherished friend; I
can understand it, [ can erterinto it, so well, that 1
find nothing like it for public worsbip.

I' am & Cuurcnman—because our Clurch does so
highly honor the Bible. How much of the pure word
of Gad does she bring before the minds ot her chil-
dren in all her services, both on the Lords’s day, and
on every day in the week !

I ax Ao CHurcumaN —because I love, I pray for,
un‘ty, My Saviour loved and prayed for it. [ will

nations, the administration of human governments,!not, therefore, I dare not leave the Church of my

who spoke the opinions of the rest.
The following is the substance of the answer:

the deliberations of senstes, and legislatures, are notforefathers and promote disunion, unless I can dis-
half so deserving of your time, your study, your in-l"cover such reasons for deserting her, as couvince my -

¢¢ That the British Churches owe the deference of fluence and exertion, as are the affairs of the Church! conscience that I am bound to do so; and no reasons:

brotherly kindness and charity to the Church of
God, and to the Pope of Rome, and to all Christi-
aps. fut other obedience than this they did not
know to be due to him whom they call Pope. And
for their parts, they were under the jurisdiction of’
the Bishop of Caerleon upon Usk, who under God,
was their spiritual over-eer and director.”

At this conference, there were present no less than
seven British bishops, together with a number of their
clergy.

From these last historieal records, it is evident
that the ¢ Church of England,” which was planted
by the apostles, was continued in a regular succes-
sion, down to the period when Aogustine was sent in-
to that coustry by Gregory the Great. From tbat
time the continuance of tbe Church is no matter of
&isputP. It has also appeared that up to the time of

regory, po supremacy, was ¢laimed by the bisho
of Ron{e ;lver tq.:e‘ Briyghaet:ﬂ:dh;% o}; atl‘lowcd bg
them, when it was suspected in the demands of Au.
gustine.

From that time it is not to be devied, that throngh
the operation of political cau<es, the Bishops of Rome
did claim, and were admitted to exercise, extensive
and disastrous authority over the Churches of West-
ern Europe. During the long night which interven.
ed between the acknowledgment of papal power,’
aod the morning of the Reformation; though the river,
of life was impure, its ancient channel was not in-
terrupted, nor was any authority exercised in the pre-
servation of the episcopal succession which was not
admitted to be lawful over all the christian world.
At the reformation, the church of England wascleans-
eld from its impurities —When Cranmer, illumined
from above, and led on by an Almighty unseen arm;;
when not one stood by him, but *“ had shrunk away
and complied nith the times, even them te trusted
most,” persevered,and contrary.o all expectation, ris
book of Articles was declared to be the faith of the
Church of England. These ‘¢ Articles” from the ba-

of God. What bhas become of all those splendid com-
binations of human power and wisdom, which filled
the world with admiration from age to age ? Where
are now the Babylonian, Persian, Macedonian and
Roman empires ¢ They have passed away like the
shifting scenes of a drams, and only exist upon the
page of Listory to illustrate the weakness of human
power aud the folly of human wisdom. But the
Church, though ¢‘ persecuted’’ by the world, has
“nct been forsaken;” though often * cast down,”
has not been ¢‘ destroyed.” The kingdom of Messi-
ah, the annointed of the Father, upon whose shoulders
the government of the world is laid, and who is purpo-
sed to sit up:n his holy hill of Zion, will be esta-
blished. *‘The kingdom and the deminion, and the
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eught to convince my conscierce which are not found«
ed upon the Word of God; which directs that we
should mark tbose that cause divisious, and avoid
them. :
I am Ao Cuvrecuman—because 1 findthat her doc-
trine excites the bitterest malignity, and endures the
the fiercest assavlts of the infidel, the lawless, and
the profane; I cannot believe that :he can be bad,
since they so much hate her, for their batred is the
best testimony in her favor,

I aM &4 CHURcnmMaN—because | see that God is
blessing our Cburch. He hasrevived Ilis work in the -
midst of her. How wonderfully hsve her fuitbful and -
devoted ministers recently incr-ased in number, how
rapidly are tbey still incressing ! At the same time,

greatness of the kingdom under the whole Heaven, the tone of godliness, among her serious members, is
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most!so simple, so practical, and so exemplary, that it has
High, whose-lringdom is wn everlasting kingdom, and been frankly declared by several highly respectable .
all dominions shall serve and obey him.”” (Dan.7, 21.) and candid dissenters, that there is more exalted piety

From the Christian Witness.
1 AM A ECHURCHMAN.

Because the Church to which I belong i< one of the
oldest branches of the Christian Church; she can
trace back her hictory not merely, as some would have
it, to the times of the Reformation, but to the days of
the Apostles ; for she was not first formed by the
Protestant Father<, she was orly reformed, and brought
back to her oirginal state cf purity in doctrine ; and
they were her own children who purified her from
the errors and defilements of popery. I love my mo-
ther Church the more because she is old; her hoar:
headisa crown of glory. 7T'he wise man bath told me,
* Thine own and thy futher’s friend forsake not,’ and
I have seen no reason to forsake her.

I am A CrurcamaN—because I know no Church
that holds the great leading truths of the Gospel more
{simply, mor= fully, or more clearly, than the Protestant
Episcopal Church. This appears from her Atticles,

sis of the present T'hiity nine Articles of the Church
of England, and of our own Church.

I bave wow finished the task which I assigned to
myself for your instraction. If [ have satisfied vou
that the Church ot Jesus Chiist is a divinely con-
stituted society ; organized according to his command;
with which all who hear the gospel onght to be in uni-|
on: and that the church with whieh you ure in fellow-!
skipis that ayostalic Church; I I ave sscured the end
which I bad ia view. Let me request that you will:
make yourselvesso acquain‘ed with the facts by which’
ti.is conviction has been wronght in your minds, that
you way be able to give a rcason to ttem who ask
you why you are Epis-opalians, iv preference to being
members of any other relizious society whatever,

It is not reasonable that-any one should ca!l himself
a christian and belong to a Church, and vet be nua-
ble to give a satisfactery esplanation of the reasons’
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especially those on Original Sin, Justificat'on, and
‘Salvetion by Christ only. God has long made hera
!shie!d ard a ‘heiter to the v1ue faith in this courtry.
‘Mauny, without Ler pale, have lighted their torch at Les
'sltar, and even when ler ministers and member
‘have walked in wiiful darkness, she has stiil, in her
‘Articles, her Creeds, and her Services, held forth the
pure Word of Li‘e.

I av A Cnurcurax—because T find from the Epie-
tles of St. Paul t} at the primitive Church had the or-
Cers of Bishops, Priests, and Deacens, and I find the
same orders existing in our own. Change «ftime and
circumstinces hes indeed created some ditfi rences in
her constitution, hut I believe that oun the whole ste
cowes nearest to the model which the Apostles left us.!

[ am a Cuurcaman-—because no Church has pro-
duced- more able chamjions fer the truth; nor has
any furnished a more goodly cumpany in the ‘ noble
army of martyxs.” ‘
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to be found within her pale, than can be met with
amongst all those who differ from her. God has not
then forsaken ber,—and ought 7 to forsake her ?

I oM o Cuurcnaran—because, though I am told
my Church has msny faults, and though 1 in part
believe it, I can find notking human that is faultless;
and if I look closely into other Christian bedies, [
find mary blemishes there. I would say, therefore, of
my mother Church, es it has been beautifully said of
our mother laud—¢ qwith all thy feulls I lcve thee still.” -

Whilst then I love a'l those who love the Lord Je-
sus Christ in sincerity; whilst 1 respect the scruples
of those who consciertiously differ from me; whilst,
a3 my brethren in Christ, | freely offer them the
right hand of fellowship; whilst [ avow it as my choic~
est, my noblest distinction, that-I am a caristIAN,
I rejoice to add, Ithank God that I am able to add-
al:o, 1 avM A CHURSHMAN,

TEMPERANCE ANECDOTE.

A Dblackswith in one of the Southern States who-
had been fond of the soci»] g'ass, and who<e house
«n:} land were under mortgage, recertly jrined a
Temperance Socicty, About three months after, ke
observed his wife busily en pluyed in plantirg rose
bushes and fruit trees,

¢ My dear,” he says, ¢ I have owned this et fer five.
years, and yct 1 have never known you before to ma=
nifest any de:ire to improve and (rnameut it in this:
manrer,’

* Indeed,” was her riply, ¢I'had no heart to do it
until yeu joined the Tewmperarce Society. 1 had of.
ten thoughit of it, but I was persuaded that should I
do it, some stranger wo:ld pluck the rosis and eat:
the fivit. Now, I know thet, with the blescing of
Providence, this It will be ours ! and thet we ands .
our chiidren shull eijoy its products, ¢ We shalls
pluck the roses aud eat.the fruit.2’ A




