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READING AND EDUCATION,

Mere reading will never suflice for the
needs of an uneducated mind. The men-
tal fovd which really nourishies us cannot
be imbibed through a glass tube, while we

has to work for an education. The food of
the mind has to be carned, masticated, di-

much good.

Reading, it is true, has its important of-
fice in education, and, besides, there are
various ways of reading. I knew a busi-
ness man in New York who, though he
could not get more than half an howr o day
for reading, seemed to mo to get a Jiberal

tory of Greece.”

He sat down before this great work with
such a keen appetite for the knowledge it
contbained ; he read it so slowly, so care-
fully, and with so much reflection ; he gut
so many side-lights upon it from other
sources, and talked about it so much
with his friends, that he beeame, in the
course of the two years during which the
book occupied himn, a truly learned i in
all that apportains to the history and libera-
ture of Greece. Other readers will dawdle
over books from youth to houry age, and
remain to the lust ignorant and uninformed.

Franklin’s example iustructs us on this
point.  When he left school for good, and
wentb apprentice to his brother James, the
printer, he was but twelve years of age, and
nearly all he had in the way of education
was a hunger for knowledge.

At first, he did little butrend. o spent
all his money in buying books, ns well as
all his spave time in reading them.  But he
soon found that reading alone would not
make him an educated person, and he pro-
ceeded to act upon this discovery in o very
rational manner., e took the very me-
thod which is both casiest and best for boys
of the present day,

At school he had been unable to under-
stand arithmetic. Twice he had given it
up as a hopeless puzzle, and finally left
school almost wholly ignorant of the sub-
ject.  But he had no sooner taken hold of
business as a printer’s hoy than he found
his ignorance of figures extremely incon-
venient.”

When he was about fourteen he took up
for the third time the ¢ Cocker’s Arithme-
tic” which had Dafled him ab school, and
ciphered all throngh it with case and plea-
suwre. He then mastered a work upon
navigation, which included the rudiments
of geometry, and thus tasted the inexhaus-
tible charm of mathematics.

He pursued a similar course in acquiving
the art of composition, in which, at length,
be excelled most of the men of his time.
When he was but & boy of sixteen ho wrote
so well that the picces which he slyly sent
to his brother's paper were thought to have
been written by some of the most learned
men in the colony. Indeed, he cdited the
newspaper when he was sixteen years of
age, while his brother was confined in pri-
son for a libel,

He committed one greab error in his self-
educabion—nhe half-starved his body to buy
food for his mind, making his dinner of a
few raising and a piece of bread. No one
more needs abundant and’ nourishing' food
than he who is doing mental labor,

No doubt young Benjamin picked up
some good meals ab his father's house dur-
ing the week, or he could not have accom-
plished what we know he did accomplish in
self-education. Half the students who
“break down” owe their failure to a sys-
tem of nouvishment which is either errone-
ous or insufficient.—Jwmes Parton, in
Youth's Companion.
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JOHN BARTRAM.

Sometimes the desire for knowledge
avises suddenly in the mind. John Bu-
tram was a young farmer near Philadelphia
when. Franklin was o vising printer there.
One hot day, while lhie was giving his
plough horses a rest under a tree, e picked
by chance a duisy, as ho sab on the grass,
and began to examine its structure.

He was amazed to discover what an cle-
gant and dainty thing it was, and he felt a

marvels of nature among which he had
passed his life.
That very duy he rode one of his plough

horses to Philadelphia in quest of a book

sit luxuriously in an easy-chair. - Jivery one.

gested, and assimilated, before it docs us

educntion out of - one book, Grote’s *“His-|

pang of shame atb his total ignorance of the |-
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“Behold, T have set before thee an open door.”—RBev. iii, ..
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Besteecan see «or weeping, ButI'll knock at the o- pen’ door.

And He will not say me pay.
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when the dear Savioor shall bid me'éome in, I'11 en-terthe o-pen door

Shall walk through fhe gates of day.,
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3. My mistakes his free grace will cover, 4, The mistakes of my life have been many,
My sins he will wash away, And mmy spirit is sick with sin.'
And tho feet that shrink and falter, Arsl £ searce can see for weeping,
- But the Savionr will let mo in.

that could explain to him the structare
and growth of plants, 1le could find hut
one, a great folio in Latin, of which he
knew nothing.  1e bought, it nevertheless,
and with it & Latin grammar and dict;im}-
ary, all of which ho brought home on his
horse, and in three months ho began to be
able to grope and stroggle his way to the
menning of his big Latin book. .

Bartram becune the leading botanist of
Amerien, spent all his days m- the sbudy
and culbure of plants, fonided in Phil-
adelphin o botanic garden which Washing-.
ton visited and Franklin® admived, and
served his country by introducing from
other lands and zones all the plants and
trees he could hear of that promised. to
thrive in the climate of the United Stabes.

Seldom has there been a man who lived
a lovelier or morve useful life.  He renreda
son also who continued his work and wrobe
his history. And it all hegan with picking
a daisy to picces under a treo !—Jumes
Parton, in Youtl's Companion.

——————

Pravine Canps for pastime, is regarded
as aninnocentmnusement, but soon becomes
a passion, and leads a man to forego home,
family, business and pleasure, for the ox-
citing scenes of the card-table. The pres-
ence of culture and genius may embellish,
but can never dignify it. It is the resort
of tho starved in soul and intellect. It
camnob recommend itself to the favor of
Christian people. Dr. Holland, the ac-
complished American  writer, suys :—
have this moment ringing in iy curs the
dying injunction of my father’s enrly friend,
“Keep your won fromeards. Over them I
have murdered time and Jlost heaven.”
Fathers and mothers, keep your sons from
cards in tho ** home civele.”—Zocque.

————
Monrrearn Datny WirNess, $3.00 ayear,

post-paid. MoxTrEAL WrEKLY WIINESS,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. Jouy Doudary

Question Corner.—No. 10.

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

31, Anarmy was once perishing for want of
water, when swddenly in the night, as a prophet
had foretold, all watrer courses around were fitled
with water, although through all thal region of
country no rain had been seen. {n) What was
the suflfering army, and () who was the prophiet?

35. By wlhom, to whom and on what ocens
sion ‘wag snid **Who knoweth whether thou art
comeo Lo the kingdom for such a time as this?”

36, Where is Jacob's well mentioned in the
New Testament and in what connection.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our; subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot proeure the internation-
al Pust Ofiice orders at their post-office
eat get, instead, a Post Office order, pay-
able at Rouse’s Point,N. Y., which will
prevent much inconvenience both to our-
selves and to subsctibers.

————
SEW CLUB RATES.

The following are the Nuw Cruns Rarps
for the MesseNceg, which are considerably
reduced : :

Leopy..ovviiriiiniai 8030
10 copies to one address..... 2 25
2 ¢ o oaes 440
5 ¢ “ “ ... 10 50

100 “ ... 2000

Sample package supplied free on applica-
‘tion Jonx Doveary & Sox,
Publishers, Montreal.

JOLLY BABIES.

Isyotrbaby jolly ? orisit pecvish?
Lactated Food nourishes babies
¥\ perfectly, keeping them healthy,

\ Babies living upon ic sleep well
nights, laugh and crow days, al-
waysplumpandhappy. Regulates
the bowels and helpsin tecthing.
007 At druggists, 25¢c., soc,, $1.00,

& Sox, Publishers, Montreal, Que.

‘WELLS,RICHARDSON & CO, Moutreal, P.Q,

NORTHERN MESSENGER PREMIUM LIST

VALUABLE BOOKS AND USEFUL IRIZES.

The Messenger premium lisk for 1887-88
is an entirely new one and has been sclected
with great cave. ] ’

Read the: following list of prizes offered
for- the Northern Messenger and see how
anyone with very little effort can becoms
the owner of anice prize.

To the person sending us FIVE NEW
SUBSCRIPTIONS or SEVEN RENEWALS ab
50 cents ench we will give their choice of
any one of eight beautiful prizes, as fol-
Jows :— : : :

1. UNcut Tom's CARIN.

2. Burrox's Narurat Hisrory,

3. Fastan tus Ick.—The thrilling story of Arctic ad-
vensure, by R. M, Ballautyne. |

4. ILLUSTRATED NATIONAL PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY.
6. A SILVER-PLATED SUGAR SHELL.
. 6. A Sivver-Puaten Burrer Knwve,

FOR TEN NEW SUBSCRIBERS, or
FIFTEEN RENEWALS ab 30c each our workers
will have their choice of the following :—

1. A Kxtonv or thy NINKTRENTH CENTURY,”—By the

. Rev. B, P, Roe,

2. OrkNING A CrigsTNyT BuRn,

3. Tuy Homy At GREYLOCK,

4. Brx Qun, by General Lew Wallace,

b, Tug Peer or Day.
. Mg 50L0MON SinTit Looking ON.—By *‘Pansy ;
7. Tk Pagirr Muasune, —By “Pangy ;"

S. Tunke Prorne.—By *“Pansy ;"

B Suicrn Axinars.—A Jareze hox of brilinntly color-
el pieiuves of all sorts of annnalson strony pastebounrd.

10. A S1LvER PLaTED Sueal SUELL AXD BuTTiR KNPK,
FORFIFTEEN NEW SUBSCRIBERS

O TWENTY RENEWALS AT 30¢ each :—

- L. Tosm BrowN ar- Ruesy.—By Thomas Hughes, '

2, Dravtox 1anl.—Dy the author of “ Little Kty
and Jolly Jim,”

3. Tur Lanvuianrer.—By Maria S. Cummina,

4. Tre Reviseo Bty —A neat, sbiff, cloth-covered
edition,with red cdge.

o

Ahen working for-prizes mark each let-
ter 1¥ comprTivioN so that it will be placed
to your eredit. _

Sample copies and blank forms supplied
on application by post card. : ’
Remittances should hemade by registered
letter or money order and each name with
P. 0. address and Province should be writ-
ten very plainly so as to avoid any mis-
take,
In selecting the prize be careful to men
tion correctly the one earned.
Address all communications
Jonx Dovcarr, & Sox.,
Witness Office,
Montreal,

MAME nestly printsd on 25 New
Frouan Hisbex Nave Canos,
and 32p. Book of Ageut’s Samples
gond pust-pnid for 2) cents,

RAY CARD Q& Clintouville, Conn,

6,000,000 PEOPLE USE
RY'SQEFDS
' D.M.FERRY&GO,

aro edmitted tobo tho
argeat Seedsmen
n the world.
D.M.FERRY & CO'S
a Ilustented, Descelps
8 tive aol Priced

SEED
ANNUAL

For 1888
will be muiled
AFREE TO ALL
3 applicants, and
to Jast seution's
costomers with-
W out ordering it.

& Invaluable to all,

- Every person using

Carden, FielderFlower
tuulcd zend fe

5 E E D SR llt,.“é f\(tl':lrcg:

D. 0, FERRY &C0., Windsor,Ont.

EPPS’S

SRATEFUL-COMFORTING.

COCOA

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed aud pub.
lished eyvery fortnight nhL N"'os. FY u‘:ld 323 St J;Pﬁ::’s
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