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Yeen granted, is little wote than nowminal,
and isaltogether inadequate to the end pros
“ posed. 1o supposes, but whenee ho gets
tho dactrine, T am unable te conjecture,
that the office of the Church in this res-
pect is merely 10 declare as a witness \v!uu
hasbeen the received sensr &interpretation
of Scripture, and su lgr as her interpee.
tations are consisteat with that interpre-
tation of the Scripture which hasbeen re-
ceived from the beginuing, they are not (o
be rejected.” It will notbe denicd, but
that the oflice of the chureh is to diselmype
all the duties conjoined upon it, and exe-
cute all the powers delegated to it by its
divine founder.  Now fet me ask, whit
was its duty, or what its authority as a
teacher of revealed tiuth, before the Scrip-
tures of the New Testament were written?
It could not Lo (o witness the received
sense and interpretation of what did not

oxist.  1lad iten no avthority,no duty as
a teacher 7 Is not its commission on se-
cord, “Go, therefne, and teach all

does then her testimony is to be rejected.
And according to this, the God of all truth
introduces a witness 1o certily to his falli-
ble ereatures the meaning of his revealed
law, and commands them to believe this
witness under the penalty of exclusion from
the fold of the faithful notwithstanding o
previous knowledge ou  his pact that she
will testify falsely !

[ judge not fur othiers, bat for myself. |
dare not attr;ibute to Him, wha rules in
the highest heavens, and whose atiributes
of Justice, wisdom,and truthyare but fainty
shadowed forth in the highest exercise of
them on Fasnth, a course of proceeding
which coming from nn would be regard.
cd as little if at all short of subornation of
Pegjury, The dileinma is unavoidable.
Ifihe chureh bithe wiiness appointed of
God, we wust believe her thoronghly—
give her ¢ full fuith and credit.”  Cud's
wilness can not festify untraly.  19she he
not the witness appointed of God, then

she lins a0 euthority 10 1estify.
But let us pursue his views u litle further.

nations ; baprizing them in the name of} ! |
the Father, and of the Son, and the “'les The testimony of the chureh is ¢* not to Le

ather, e Son, Floty g o2 < s o b
Ghost 3 teacking them to observe ¢l things 1ejected” says the wiiter, except when it
whatsorver 1 have commanded you?  \id SiVes an interpretation of scnptute differs
i+ not the gracious promise also on record €3 from that which has been seceived

-

*:”'ag\’d L "

The promise of the all powerful oid by
which it should be 1edered fulls campe-
tent to execuie this glorians mission—the
promise of 1lim whose ward sh
when carth and Heaven shall have passed
away.” ¢ Rebold T anewith vou ail dans
as the IProtestant vession expresses i, **als
ways, even tothe end of e world?
When was this commission revoked?
When was this promis: taken back? 1If
the chirch had once the divinely delegas
tedright to teach all that Christ had tauzht
how, by whom, and when, hes thus right
been abridged 7 The writer denies =l
docirines of faith, not warranted by Scrip-
ture. \Where does he find Scripture for
tiz withdrawal or cunzitinent of' a power
expressly geanted, and which by the very
terins of the grant was to be exercised in
every past of the world, and continne
3 10 be exercised until the worid itself should
! bie destroyed ?

‘; But according tothe writer the church
3
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is 2 wittiess to testity t0 all ages what has
been the received sense and interpretation
of the Seriptures from the beginning.V—
tle assuredly does not mean that she hins
usarped this office, but he does mean that
ithas been assigned 1o lier by God.—
- Here letus pause for a moment and consi-
der what is the necessary resuls of this her
ofice.  Sheis the witness whom God has
commissioned 10 teiify 1o us what is and
always has been the received eense and
, interpretation of Secripture.  Are we
bound 1o Lelicve hier when she so testifies?
Yes or No.—Does God's witness 1ell the

the tells the tenth and when she does we
sre 10 believe ier.  ** So long as her in-
- terpretation is consistent with the interpre.
tation which hus been received fiom the
beginning we are not fo reject it.® The
ioference than is irresistible; hut she some-
Kmes testifies faslely, she sométimes fes-
fes an interpretation different from that

recgioed from the beginning sud when she

Al stand | B0the @5 the Salseloed of her teatimony to
:

uato the conswmmation of the world,” or,

e 3 ury, that she contradicts its posi.
trulli ornut ?  Sometinies says the writer © ’

from the beginning,  The question then
1eenss —and @ momentous guestion i is—
by whom, whea she so departs from the

be determined 7 as God appointed any
other witiess, whose evidence may come
to correct that of the unfaithful Church ?
Fhe seriptare itself cannat inform us 1chat
scuse has beew put upon it. ‘Lhere is then
no other witiiess, to whose testimony God
H $las Bie appointed
any Judge or Tribunal 10 passupon—the
credit of 1this only witness? The Sorip-
ture informs us that he consmanded us to
licar the Church, if we would not wish to
Le held as publicans and sinners.  Does
it mako any exception to this broad cow-
mand 1 None whatever. What is writien
is written ; therefore, that osacle s;up:nksl
no further.  The anly witness to tesiife:
the meaning of what is written, prevar
caics, and tie only anthorized Jue_ ¢ can-
not be relied on=~How are we 0 ascer-
tain what is ihe tree course—ar what
sense puz on the woiten taw & tee begin-
ning ?

That in its practical resulis this exceps
tion to the veracity of ihie w tacss~-and
limtiation of the will of obedience to the
Judge—-destroys the credit of the one, atd
the authority of the other, is undenizble.
Look atthe numeraus, abmost innnger.
able, sccts around  us, who all protest
against the Church, because of her tulse
testimony, and yet disngree in what that
falschoud cansists.  The Arians, Unitars
iaus and Socinians, say that she testifies
falsely as to the osiginal sense of scrip-

demands our assent,

1-

tive and express words in proclaiming the
Divinity of our Saviour, aud they plant
themselves upon the text.— The father
is greater than 1. But the Protestan:
Episcopal Church of the United States,
the Church of England, as by Jaw csiab-
lished, and the rest of the Protestant sects
generally declare, that her testimony in

el in the testinony of the Church, that

that Christ meant what his words obs
viously import :—* This is my Body ;"
und they are confident that when institut-
ing this wonderful Memorial, and giving
this last legacy of his undying love, and
in nddressing those only to whom he had
been accustomed to oxplain fully what-
ever was darkly or imperfectly or parabo-
lically said to others, he desigued to be
understood by way of figure ar metaphor,
although no two of' them ugree upon the
meaning of the Metaplor 5 while the
whole Greek Church, the Armenians,
Nestoriuns, Eutycheans, a large part of
the Lutherans, and not a few of the wmost
learned and pious, in the Episcopalian
and Anglican churches, hold, that in this
part of her testimony she is perfectly vo-
rucious.  Lpiscopalians and Anglicans
do indeed hold that she testifies truly
it regard 1o the necessary orders in the
Church, while the Presbyterians hold thai
what she declares about Episcopatian or-
dination, 1 distinct from that of Pricst, is
a foul invention, not known in the begin.
ning, unwarranted by, and repugnant to
seriptwre. The Church of England, the
Episcopulians of the United States, and
the Preshyterians, receive her testimony
as to two of the Sacraments, but reject 2t
as 10 the others ; but the Greeks nnd thie
Bastern Christians receive it as 1o .all,
and the Quakers sejectitas false in toto.
Mot Protesiants admititas toinfant Bap.
tsm, and the validity of the rite when ads
minisiered by aspersica,while the Baptists
hold it to b2 uatrae in both these particu-
lars. ‘The Church then is the witness—
the divinely comissisned witness—aps
poinicd to toslify the truth, tlhe whole
tuth, and nuthing but the truth, as to the
meaning of the Word of God, yer cach
and every one, without danger of ofience
to Hm, who has pledged hamself for the
veraciy of Ilis witness, has a right to
say, witen she tesufies aguinst his inter-
pretation of  the seripture—1 will not be-,
licee here  Is it uot the manifesi—the uns
deniable consequaence of this qualificd be-

it iy reccived only when 1 correcponds
with private opizion, and thus many
things which, in ke written word, are
hard 10 be understood (in the language
of the apostie) *“are wrested by the un
learned and the onwary to their own des-
tructwa 1" Follow his qualified rule,
and is noz the 1esuls, that whieh has been
stated by = wiity and learned Laglish
Protestant Bishop, < Ornthodaxy means
my doxy, and 1leterodoxy, mwans vour
doxy." ‘The Redecner of the world has
indeced a revelation of decirine 10 be e
licved und of commands 10 be obeved in
order to Eternal Salvation, hut alas! he
has left no assured means of ascerinining
what that revelation is?  He has made a
revelation in wards, but thelr sacaning is
hiddea ! Iie has promulgated a Law, but
appoinied no  Tribuna! authoritaiively to
expound and apply it!  And therefore
cvery man may do in regard thereof, as
was tlte case when there was no judge in
Ieracl, ** whatsoever scemeth good 1n his
own eyes I

Can this be s0? Is it then unreaxenable

this respect is true.  Most of these iusist

that she testifics a falschood in holding

in usto believe that our Lord nnd Saviour

has built his church vpon a rock so that
the powers of darkness can not prevail a~
gainst it ! (Mat, ch. 16 ver, 18 Are
we to be derided as “servile’’ becausa we
submit to the teaching ol that churchwhich
in the plentitude of the Power given Ilim
over all things in heaven and in enath He
commissioned to teach ali nations whatso-
ever He had taught, and with which he
promised to abide 1) time should be o
mare 2—Hat. cho28 ver, 19, 20, 21.)—
of that churely which s declared to be *the
house of God, the church of the laving
God, thie Pitlar and the ground of T'ruth?”
(1 Epistic to T'im. ch 31d. ver 15}  Are
we “silly” creatures because we ndhere
steadtustly and in all things to the clureh
of the living Ged, holding the sure
promise of the protection and abiding pre-
sence of the Redeemer, which was foun-
ded on the person of the Princeot the a-
postles called, and fherefure called by
Christ himself’ ¢ a Rock,” the faith of
which even in the duys of Paul was spo-
ken of throughout the wiole world (Los
mans, ckh. 1 ver. S) 5 in which there is an
undisputed regular succession of authoris-
ed teachers from the appointmment of Peter
until the present day 3 which for fificen
hundred years was acknowledged as the
Matliee  chuseh of Cluistendom ; which
embzaces within its lold a majority of all
who prafess the name of Chiist,and whose
doctrines scverally are actually professed
by a majority cven of those who concur
in throwing off ker authority ?

If we be, something more weigliy than
confident assertion, inveaiive, flippancy,
misrepresentation, real or affected pity for
our condition, must be brought to shew
this our absardity, servility and foiiv. It
may he that 1theee who 2re wise in their
aown conceit—confident in their ability 1o
pronounce wwkat is scripture and also to
ascersain what is its true meaning—recks
less in charging Idolury, Blasphemy, Su-
perstition, ford invertions, and idle fables
on tha Great Church of Christendom 3 it
may be that they are led from the one Fold
and the Faith of Christ, by prejudice, by
passion, by the fashions of the linle world
around them, by false clamour, by pecu-
niary interest, by pride of heart—by ma.
ny, very maay, catises of error of which
ikiey are finde aware.  How this my be
in regard to any of them, it is uot for
men to judpe.  1they err from honest ig-
soraice aud invincible mistahe, it is theie
misfortune and aot their crime.  And all
of us hoth Catholics nnd Protestants. may
humbly hope thatir in sincerity of heart,
and that with diligence of effurt we seek
after tae T'ruth, and with a firm purpose
to embrace and follow it out when found,
we may be virwally i not actunlly, in in.
wnt at least i notin fact, within that come
munion to which Christ adds daily such
as are to be saved, (Acts, ch, 2, ver, 47),
and without which there is no way revenl-
ed by which ITeaven may be reached.

May Gad bless $ou with his best gifts
here and hereafier!

s

Germansilver~—Yew pergons are aware of
the poisanous quslities of thiz compound. It
is very good for gus mountings uud various
other uses, hut never should be used in the
form of spoons, or vessels for cooking. It s
compossed of copper, arsenic, and nickel. It
oxidizrs very rapidly, in contact with any acid,

even slight vegetable ones, and the smali par.

ticles which aretaken into the stomach, im.
perceptably actas slow but sure poison.
Pure copper spoons would be preferable.—
Every one is acquainted with the effects of
arsenic ; nickel is equally poisonous,  Litera.

hias fully exccuted his declared purpose &

1y Messenger,



