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The author of this admirable worlk
115 rendered valuable service to
¢ the Church and to the cause of re-
¥l izious literature by its publication.
% 1 grapples with some of the gravest
problems of the times. It discusses
sith keen analysis the prevailing
cases which weaken the influence
and retard the progress of religion
Bl n the world. In an introductory
i chapter. the present religious condi-
B won of the world passes under re-
& vew  While the potent moral in-
¢! tuence of Christianity is duly recog-
&g 1zed. its failure to fulfil the glovious
parpose for which it is designed is
K ponted out and deplored. Among
@ he causes producing this result are
§ shown to be a degree of conformity
31 the world on the part of Chris-
wans unbecoming the high vocation
wiaewith they are called; a want
of harmony Letween the daily life
wd the professed creed of many
Christians 5 and faults of spirit and
emper which injure Christian influ-
exce. With great force and fervour
uage, the author urges the
cusion,—the echo of the wise
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Fireacher of Israel --that Scriptural
Aholness 15 the great want of the

3 Charch and of the world, and pre-
eats with great cogency practical
jmouves and considerations which
{5l inspire us to live a higher
Chnstan bfe.
7 The second part of the volume
@nsists of 2 valuable critical essay
e Christianity and Modern Skepti-
jasm. It points out with clear dis-

crimination some of the main causes
of the prevailing doubt and disbelief
of the times. Chief among these are
shown to be the agnostic and anti-
theistic theories of physical science
which are accepted in many guar-
ters on very slender evidence,—or,
rather, upon a few plausible conjec-
tures. A series of cogent objections
to these materialistic theories are
given in such a condensed form as
makes this essay the most compiete
and satisfactory, yet succinct, treat-
ment of the important topics dis-
cussed that we have anywhere seen.

The mode of treatment is worthy
of the importance of the subject of
this volume. The successive chap-
ters are a close-wrought argument,
firmly linked as an armour of chain
mail. The grace of the style is no
less conspicuous than its stiength,
—appropriate imagery, especially
bold and poetical metaphors, spark-
ling like the gilt chasings on a
knight's coat of mail. It too often
happeus that religious and didactic
books are so tame and spiritless in
style as to present no literary at-
tractions to the reader. There isno
merit in this, but decidedly the re-
verse. To this, to some extent, is
duc what John IFoster describes in
his celebrated essay as the objec-
dons of men of taste to evangelical
religion. 1n this volume, with a
vigour of style no less than that of
Foster, and with a grace of expres-
sion far superior, the beauty of holi-
ness, the divincness of duty, the
excellence of heavenly wisdom are
portrayed and enforced. The book
1S cast in no NAITOW or sectarian
mould. It treats of topics widein
their interest as Christendom, and
commends itself to the Christian
reader, to whatever branch of the
Church he may belong. Thegrace-
ful introduction by Dr. Ormiston is



