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The authior of this admirable avork

has rcendered valuable service to
the Chwtich and to the cause of re-
ilgious lîiterature by its publication.

Sh grapples w'ith soine of the gravest
Sproblemns of the thies. It discusses

-xith keen analysis the prevailing
cauSes which weaken the influenceè

vlard retard thie progress of religion
,,i the world. 1 i an introluctoY
c.hapicer. the present religious condi-

*.ýn of the woricd passes under re-
v:wWhile thie potent m1-oral in-

au'ýence of Christianity is duly recog-
m:ed. its failuire to fultil the glorious
purpose for whilai it is designed is
pg9llke(l oeut andi dep]ored. ÀAinono'
ýhe cauises producing this resuit are
Soown to be a dcgrce of conformiiity
:th-,n world on the part of Chris-

IInsIunecoining th e high vocation
AItttc*î. uh thev are caflledi a want

of hirirony bùetween the daily- life
atcl the profeszsed creeci of nianv

Chilans - andl faults of sp)irit andj etprwhic( h injure Christian influ-
ee\\ Wiih .great force and fervour

J ~ Iarýci'ige, the author urges the
ion,-îhe echo of the wise

i'reacher of lsrael -that Scriptural
hq',ness i, the great want of thej tflîch and of the %worlcl, and pre-

' -"wthgeat cogency practîcal
o101*es and considerations which

-ci usa o lîve a laîgher

T Ihe second part of the voluime
j o~ssof a valuable critical essay

i C hIristiaiîvt and M oodern Skepti-
hst. în oints out %viff cle-ar dis-

criim-ination somne of the main causes
of the prevailing doubt and disbelief
of the timnes. Chief amiong, these are
shiovn to be the agnostic: and anti-
theistic theories of physical science
%vhichi are accepte(l in many quar-
ters on very slender evicence,--or.
rather, upon a fev plausible conjec-
tures. A series of cogent objections
to these materialistic: theories are
gaiven in snch a condensedt for-in as
rnakes this essay, the most conaplete
and satisfactory, yet succinct, treat-
mi-ent of the important topics dis-
cussed that we have ainy-vhere seen.

Thea mode of treatmient is %vorthy
of the importance of the subject of
this volume. The stuccessive chap-
ters are a close-wrought argumient,
firmly Iinked as an armour of chain
mail. The grace of the style is no
less conspiculous than its stiength,
--appropriate iniagery, especially
bold andi poetical metaphors, spark-
ling like the g-lt chasings on a
knighlt's coat of mail. It too often
happeus that rehigious andl didactic
books are so tamre and spiritless in
styl.e a s to present no literarv, at-
tractions to the reader. There is no
mnent in thi,;, but decidely the re-
verse. To this, to so'aae extent, is
due what Johin Poster descnibes in
bis celebrated essay as the objcc-
,ions of men of taste to evangrelical
religion. lai this voluive, with a
vigour of st> :e no less thari thiat of
Poster, andl ivitl a grace of expres-
sion far superior, the beauty of hiol-
ness, the (livtneness of dutyý, the
excellence of heavenlv wisdomn are
portrayed and enforced. The book
is cast in no n7irromv or sectarian
mollid. It treats of topîcs avide in
their interest as Christendomu, and
comanends itself to the Christian
reader, to w'hatever branch of the
Chur-ch lie mai belon-. Tie grace-
fui introduction by Dr. Orimiston is


