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CHRISTMAS IN GERMANY.*

CIURISTI %-, in Gcrmany '-hu-w we have been looking forward
to the pleasu're of tlis senson, and it hats Ieen far beyond uven
our hrightest dreamn' Froin childhood days we began to have
a love for the German Cliristnas. Our pretty litie Cliristinas;
itories are f romr the German; and froin many sources we have

gainedl the impression that Gerrmany is the land for the true
Christmas. Experience confirins the opinion. It really seem,ý
tha.t here, ohcve ail lands, t!'e true " Christmas feeling is known,
the spirit of " goodwill to men." It is a holy tirne, and the
nation, as a whoie, burns wvitl love to the '«old, old story.
Wheni one sees the great religious festival of Germany's Christ-
mas, there cornes the feeling that we have but faintly recognized
the Christmas story in our holiday season. The distinguishing
feature of the German Christmas is the religlious cerem ony, the
observance of the time as a sacred and solemn season.

There are minor distinctions, aside- from this one great fac&
-the religious character-which are at once noticed by a
foreigner. In the home celebrations we miss the fascinating
legend of Santa Claus and bis reindeer, the ride over the house-
tops, the descent through the chimney, and the waiting stock-
ings. The littld German child knows naught of the delight of
our littie ones, of sending letters with the flames up the chim-
ney; or lying for hours before the. gIowving fire, wondering
about the littie man who cornes on «"the niglit before Christ-
mas ;" of the stockings hung by the hearth, and the rushing
to them. in the early Christmas morn. Ah, we are glad not to
have missed this sw;et childhood dream, but how can it, be
possible in Gerrnany, with no open hearths, and only the,,e
monumental white stoves ? S56 we find there is a peculiar
beauty in our own Christmas, even while we love the spirit in
the Germati celebration.

Perhaps the best place to see the truc (ierman Christmas
would be in the couâtry or some small town or village; for here
ancient customs have not yielded to modern civilization as in
large citieq, where, naturally, mnuch. intercourbe with the world
abroad tends to, abolish old national traits.

*Abridged in part 'rom the chaiming volume "Lue Ainong thie Germ;ans."
By EIIA LouIsE PARRV. Boston: D. Lothrop. Toronto: William
Briggs. Price $i.5o.


