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umes of the New Testament Com-
mentary ‘have already appeared from
the pen of the distinguished editor.
Their clear, terse, vigorous criticism,
going right to the heart of the sub-
Ject, and grappling with all the diffi-
culties of the text, have proved them
to-be the best for popular use extant.
Their success commended them to
the enterprise of a first-class London
publisher,—although we wish that
the Conference Office, instead of a
Calvinistic house, had done itself the
credit of presenting them to the
British public.

The present volumes on the Old
‘Testament, the third and fourth of the
series, although the first and second
issued, are a worthy complement of
those on the New Testament. The
writers selected have done their work
well, with great critical ability, and
with the aid of the best recent au-
thorities. The volumes are enriched
by copious notes by Dr. Whedon,and
have enjoyed the advantage of his
careful supervision. Coloured steel-
-plate maps, numerous engravings,
and careful genealogical and other
tables illustrate and embellish the
work. In order to gain space, the
text is printed in smaller type than
in the volumes on the New Testa-
ment, and in the Books of Chron-
icles is omitted altogether, and the
poetical portions are printed met-
rically.

For pastors, Sunday-school teach-
exs, or for private reading, we regard
this as by far the best commentary
xtant. It contains much more mat-
ter than the Speaker’s Commentary,
and is much cheaper in price and
more convenient in size. Nor is
it largely filled up with homiletical
extracts, of little interest to the gen-
eral reader, as is Lange.

The fourth volume of the New
‘Testament, from 1. Corinthians to II.
Timothy, now in press, will shortly
be issued, and will be eagerly hailed
by those who have the former vol-
umes. 'When completed, this Com-
mentary, and Strong and McClin-
tock’s Biblical Encyclopedia, will
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be a literary monument of which
American Mzthodism may justly he
proud. .
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TYERMAN’S Lifz of Wesley will
probably never be superseded as an
exhaustive account of all that is
known of the wonderful career of its
subject. But the sinister austerity
with which it is written, the harsh
and, as Dr. Rigg thinks, unwarranted
severity of many of its judgments,
make it, at times, an unreliable guide.
It is to correct some of the erroneous
opinions that have been set forth, and
more especially to present certain as-
pects of Wesley’s life and character
that have not yet been duly recog-
nized, that this book is written.

Dr. Rigg throws much new light,
from the examination of original
documents, letters, and the like, on
some of the most interesting episodes
in the life of this most remarkable
man of his age. Wesley was singu-
larly unfortunate in his relations with
the gentlersex. “He was naturally,”
says Dr. Rigg, “awoman-worshipper.
He had been brought up in the society
of clever and virtuous women—his sis-
ters ; and it seems as if he could at no
time of hislifedispense withthe exquis-
ite and stimulating pleasure which he
found,in their society. An almost rev-
erent courtesy, a warm but pure afféc-
tion, a delicate but close farniliarity
marked, through life, his relations with
the good and gifted women withwhom
he maintained friendship and corres-
pondence.” Yet all his early experi-
ences of the tender passion, and he
had several, were doomed to disap-
pointment ; and his marriage in latér
years produced the Dbitterest disap-
pointment of all.

Dr. Rigg gives copious citations:
from the sentimental correspondence




