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are flot prophets, ail are not teachiers, ail are not workers of miracles, ail1
have not the gift of liealing, ail do ftot speak with tongues. That is wh;tt
lie desires to say, what iii efi'ect lie does say; but by the einploymentü of the
figure of sp)eeclh wlich rhetoricians cal' interrogation, at the saine timie thiat
lie appeals to, the observation and exp)erience of his .readers, lie adds a
sp)irit and force to lis style wlîich it would net otlierwvise pessess. Beside.s,
the fact that tiiese gifts are associated wvitlî the various orders and offices
iii the Churli-orders and offices wivhl are admittedly exceptionai anld
extraordinary-is itself significant. Lt shows thiat lie would have theni i-e-
garded in the saine liglit. lEven the oarder of tiiese offices in the Ohui-cli
should net bie overlooked. Lt is niot by accident, we niay be well assured,
that Paul says ''first," secondarily," 'thirdly. " The things whicli aie
tlîus numnerically (listinguislied, do net stand on the saine plane, thougli thley
are ail important and valuable te thie Churdli ; thiere is a gradation ini theil.
value and importance. Tlîe apostie is more valuabie, more important t<
the Chiurcli thman the prol)iet ; and the propliet lias an importance thtat
does net, belongo to the teadher. Aîid this suggests the idea that thc aposthe
would hiave the saxîîei discrimniinative principle ap)plied to tlîe varieus chae-i.-
nwhi. of wvlicli lie speaks. They, tee, hiave a g(raduated value and impoî-
tance. Now the order iii whiclî lie arranges these tliings is this: (1) iria-
cles, or powers-tlîe ability te uise the~ I)oerc of God, within a cert-ini
liiiiited rangye, and on particular occasions, tliese being deterinied by die
will of God; (2) the gift of heaiing-subject te the saine limitation, .111d
the sanie iii kind as the ethier, but differing, froin it in tliat it is confiiîed tg)
at narrower sphiere-being applicable only te tlîe hiealing of diseases ; (3)
theii comne what our translatera, have rendered "helps, Cyoveriieiits," thie
gift of executive ability and ;vise counisel in the administration of disciplinle
axxd the inanagenient of the business of the Cliurdh; and (4) tue gift of
tonuges and the interl)retatien of tongues.

It is evident frein thmis gradation of gifts, as weli as froin the disparagiiig
cemuparison whicli lie inakes of the gift of tenigues wvitli prophecy that lie
did net comsider it wo'rtmy te be regarded as the crownimig glory, the typ)ical
gift, of thme ne'v dispensatien. Whmile, fully recognizing its divinme eni,,
and its value te ita possessor, se far as the edification and enil«rgý,einieit of
the Chmurcli wvas concernied, lie evidently looked uipen it as5 Le least icii-
lportanit of ail the gifts. Aîîd thîis fact, is in itscîf imiportant as indicatin'm,
if net what the nature of thmis gift w'as, at least wlîat it ivas net. Tme ther-
whidhi secîns te have licemi held generally iii ancient timnes, tîmouih neot
universally, wvas that the gift of tongues consisted iii the abuhity of the
persom possessing it te s1 îeak mie or more fércign languages thiat lie Ilad
neyer learned. If thmis liad been the nature of it, one canmot conceive it
possible that Paul would have beeim (lisposcd. te rank it so leov. He klcw
too wvell thie value of languages iii coxînection witm the missionary work of
the Church, and thie labeur anîd drudgery of acquiring thîem, te h old, iii ei-en
compaî'ativeiy low estcem, a gift ivhiiclî vould confer se greatadntg,
both of a negative and positive cliaracter. Lt is miot, hiowever, possible te
study witn candeur 1 Cor. xii. and xiv., withiout, cenîing te the conclusion
thmat whiat Paul writes respeetinig this gfif b, as it existcd iii thme Coninthianl
Chîurch, czannot, on amy national princip)le of interpretatien lie rcencilcd
wvith thmis theomy.
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