Vi L BN

g A g gk e i et

“The Land Beyond the Forest.” 9

giving him the cap he wears; and when he dies the shepherd’s
grave is marked by a tuft of snowy wool attached to the wooden
cross above the mound. His whole ment:l faculties are concen-
trated on the study of his sheep, and so sharpened have his per-
ceptions become in this one respect that he is able to divine and
foretell to a nicety every change of the weather merely from
observing the demeanour of his flock.

Marriageable Roumanian girls often wear a head-dress richly
embroidered with pearls and coins; this is a sign that their
trousseaux are ready, and that they only wait for a suitor. The
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preparation of the trousseau, involving as it does much spinning,
weaving, and embroidering, in order to get ready the requisite
number of shirts, towels, pillow-covers, etc., considered indis-
rensable, often keeps the girl and her family employed for years
beforehand. In some districts we are told that it is customary for
the young man who is seeking a girl in marriage to make
straight for the painted wooden chest containing her dowry;
and only when satisfied, by the appearance of the contents, of the
skill and industry of his intended, does he proceed to the demand
of her hand. If] on the contrary, the coffer prove to be ill-fur-
nished, he is at liberty to beat a retreat, and back out of the affair.



