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Ia1wer, as any one in the land. It is flot,
ilherefore, the rigbt of farmners' sons to leave
off tiiling the soul and betake tiiemnselves to
other caliings, that 1 would cail in question,
but the expcdiency of their doing so.

When we sec hundreds of young nion,
dressed in holiday suits, goirg about seek-
ing liiht, genteel ernploynient but finding
none-Nvhen we see every brancbi of busi-
ness overdone to b)ankruptcy and starva-
tion points-and when we see the profes-
sions overcrow'ded to an alarming extent,
it is highi tirne to inquire into the cause or
causes of a condition of tbings so manifestly
inimical to individual happiness and na-
tional prosperity.

'lhle flrst question w'hicbi naturally sugi
gests itself is, whence corne these youing
mnen ? Are they for the rnost part the sons
o! our inerchants ? or are tbey the soUs of
our professio-iai men ? A few of them un-
doubtedly are, but the great mass of themn
corne flot fromi these classes ; tbey are the
sonis 0f faniiers-young men who, under
some fatal delusion, left the farin and the
paternal roof to scck their fortunes in new
spheres of life. For this unfortunate con-
dition of things the teachers of our youth
aîre undoubtedly muiich to blame ; in fact
they mîust be hcld mainly responsible for
the cvii complained of. It is only under a
false systemi of tuition that such a condi-
tion 0f things could exist. Did the science
oi agriculture occupy that place iii the
Schoo>s of Otur country whIich it should oc-
cui)y, and did teachers irnpress upon the
boys under their charge, that honest toil
on the farm, brings the biessed rewards of
peace, plenty, and hiappiness, Nvith a con-
sciousness of independence that is su-
prcniciy grand, and nowhere cisc to bc
found, wc should not to-day have to lamnent
over so many squandcred hornesteads and
broken fortunes, as are to be witnessed on
every band throughotit the land. Hitherto,
the opposite of this lias apparentIy
b.exî the province of thc teacher. Every-

thiiug cilculated to raise agricultuire in thec
estimuation of the boys, and make farni !;ft
ttractive, hias been systeinaticaIly cxciuded

froni th e schooi-rooin, ~'iebiograph ical
sketches of this great: inani and the
othcr great ni-m, (but none of thcmi farni-
ors) have been almost the daiIy food of our
boys. In mnost cases, the characters thus
îresented hiad been poor faimn boys, or at
ail events country boys, %vho 1' had risen
by abandoning the fai-rn and betaking theni-
selves to books. The boys are thus taiglit
that fariiing i,, not a iespectable caliing,
that the social position of even a common
school teacher, holding a second class cer-
tificate, is incoxnparably higher than that of
the best farmer in bis 5sehool section-tîat
if thcy, %isli to become educated, respec-
table and gyreat in the world, they rnaust
forever abandon thc fitrrn and farrn labor.
Every boy exhibiting an aptness in ari.ib-
metic is told nature designed imi for the
niedicai or legal profession, w-hile scarcely
one is considered too stupid to 1'learn the
mercantile business." Farni crs themselves
caughit the infection, and eagerl y soughit for
opportunities to send thecir sons from the
p.xbternal roof, and give theni a start on the
bigbi road to ivealth, honor and fame. Nor
bias the delusion been confined to tbe
teachers and farmners. 1 reinember w-cll
about the tirne tbis l)estiiential fever w-as at
the crisis, as thne doctors say, it w-as an-
nounced that a younig iawyer froni London
ivoffd hold forth to the natives on a cer-
tain niglit. His subjcct w-as to bc, Self
Made McxIei, or Men w-ho have Risen, I
don't remàember wbicbi, nor does it matter
miuch. Mucbi to rny cbagrin and disap-
pointment, it w-as the old story over again
-poor b)oys becoming great and bonoredi
in the world. A w-hole regiment of bare-
footed boys w'ere passed in rcview, of al
szes and colors, w-ith tattercd garments,
haggard countenances, and a gencral w-oc-
begone appearance. The description of
Daniel Webster with his father in tUec hay


