True and False Culture.

kind of culture that cousists in talking |

about culture, and in undue admir-
ation of those who are pretentious and
formal in their manners, is not a
very desirable article. People whose
wealth has grown faster than their
intelligence sometimes in their anxiety
to learn of those who, they think,
know more about gentee! society than
themselves, are greatly in danger of
wasting admiration on those who lay
claim to high social position, and
make an outward show of fine
manners, which is often a thin veneer-
ing that covers a good deal of coarse-
ness and ignorance.  All true polite-
ness is the offspring of kindness of
heart. Genuine courtesy is marked
by simplicity, rather than by demon-
strative manners or special assump-
tions of superiority.

What, then, is true culture? Itisthe
symmetrical development of our men-
tal and moral powers, in such a way
as to enable us to fulfil the high pur-
poses for which these powers were
given. Atthe basis of all broad culture
mustbeextensive knowledge of history,
literature, art and science. Knowledge
is the food on which the mind grows.
Those who display ignorance of sub-
jects that educated peopleare expected
to know can never pass as persons
of culture, however polished their
manners may be. Euclid said to
King Ptolemy:  There is no royal
road to Geometry.” Neither is there
any royal, or easy, way to culture,
Patient and protracted study is the
price that all must pay for true mental
culture. It is not a thing that can be
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acquiredin a certain number of lessons.
But though knowledge is essential,
the mere acquisition of knowledge is
not culture, without the capacity to
compare facts and draw deductions
from them, in other words, the power to
think, This is the real test of culture:
Hasthemind beentrained to think? Is
the man, or woman, able to usethe
knowledge gained? Are we wiser be-
cause of what we have learned? It
should be borne in mind that culture is
essential to improvement and mental
strength. This is a law of our being,
Every faculty may be drawn out and
strengthened. In this age of intense
mental activity, our young people
should cherish an honest ambition to
cultivate their mental powers. What-
ever may deprive one of the oppor-
tunity of attending school or college,
in books and periodicals may be found
the best thoughts of the best minds,
and information on all the great sub-
jects of human thought. By master-
ing and digesting these truths and
reasonings the power to think is
strengthened ; and the mind may be-
come a potent instrument in all de-
partments of thought and enquiry.
While we should as far as practicable
cultivate music, painting and all that
ministers to a refined taste, we should
especially furnish our young people
with useful knowledge, and train them
to think for themselves; always keeping
in mind that any education which
merely sharpens the intellect, without
enlightening the conscience or improv-
ing the heart, 1s fatally one-sided and
defective.— Christian Guardian.

** THE common schools must continue to be
taught by young men and women in their
transition state—that is, before they settle
down in life, These are the only ones who
can do this work—not only, but the only
ones who ought to do it. 1Itisa part of their
education.” These words were uttered at a
session of the University Convention held in
1873, and are as true now as then; and it is
a shame that it is so. As things are going,

it may be uttered as an axiom ten years to
come—it may go on in 1900 as it has in 1800
—the schools continuing to be taught by
young men and women who have not yet
made up their minds what they will do.
The great business before the friends of
education is to pu. an end to this state of
things. Here is a subject for the teachersin
their associations to discuss, —New York
Sckool Fournal,



