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action, and the -same warranty as to wind, eyes,
and hocks. With raiely any pedigree to fall
back upon, appearance and soundness nust be
the chief recommendation of the farmer's mare :
and even such a verdict based upon such con-
clusions must not be too hastily arrived at.
Many a comparatively mean luoking-one lias
befere now thrown the best of stock, as that
peerage of their order, the Stud-Book, would
assure us: mares thatneed carefully looking into
before they are condemued or passed over. To
give an illustration, however, direct to our pur-
pose: about the grandest cock-tails I ever saw
were Mr. Foster's Combat, Challenger, and
Nike, all capital runners at welter-weights, and
all the children or grand-children of, I am as-
sured, as common-looking an animal as could be.
The old mare had, no doubt, much within lier
"that passeth show," brought out as this was
by the cross to the thoroughbred horse. In
fact, if the dam be but clear of hereditary un-
soundness, and with good action, I do not think
we should be too scrupulous in asking the ten-
ant to send nothing but the great, fine, slashing
mares which they would, as half-bred, be scarce-
ly justified in buying up. A friend in Devon-
shire has sent me a few lines on the way in
which the "packhorse" answered to the super-
ior cross, that I must give here as especially ia
place in a west of England journal

"The truc pack-horse is extinct, and bas been
ever since my horse-recollection, that is, for
about the last twenty years. The aaimals then
going, in 1840, called 'pack,' were out of pack-
mares, but their sires had crosses of blood of
Yorkshire. Old Gainsborougb, the thorough-
bred 6f household notoriety in Devanshire, one
who flourished somewhere aboui 1830, is gener-
ally credited' with never having got a bad one.
I attribute this to being the first cross with the
true old pack-mares; and I believe that anuy
moderately good thoroughbied would have pro-
duced a similar result, could he have bad a
chance with the same sort of mares. The ani.
mals resulting fron Ga. insborough and these
pack mares-and I havie , veral in my mind's
eye-were-perfection n. mnule, shape, and action,
weigh-carriers, everlasting, perhaps scarcely
speed enough for the present fashion of bpurting
across the grass counties, although sale to shine
through a severe thing and be at the finish.
This Gainsborough generation of riding horses
bas also gone, and no young Gainsborough
cocktail Stallion ever got a g ood horse. It is a
publie misfortune that the line of the old pack-
horse bas not been continued in a pure stock,
both for his own excellent inberent qualities,
and for the value of the first cross with the
th.orough-bred. The big. half-bred mares of this
cross- put again to a good sound, thorough-lbred
-sire.produced the, animals to go the pace and
carry the weight brilliantly in any country, and
this is.my pet.process-for a breeding line."

Of late years the.west.country farmers appear
o..have been crossing. and rescrossing out of al

rhyme and reason, until they .have nothing left
but the horse of all-work, which, as amusingly
demonstrated at Truro, they hardly knew how
to class, either as a riding horse or as a common
draught-horse. However, as my friend adds,
"VEvery Devon farmer, as a rule, breeds or tries
to bre.ed riding stock, a.id as a consequence, in
soine hole-and-corner holdings a stylisn, promis-
ing Dag colt is often dropped upon where a
stranger would think it about as likely to find
an elephant."

So much for a fitting foundatiou. But let
the thoroughbred stallion, under the counten.
ance of the Hunt, be ever so well adapted for
lus purpose, and the mare really worthy of his
caresses, the business of breedng is yet only
in the beginning. Better-bred-stock require bet.
ter treatment, and pay botter for it. Half a
horse's gooduess, as it is said, goes iii at his
mouth; and it will be idle for farmers to at.
tempt rearing riding horses without they do
them a deal better than, as a rule, they hitherto
have donc. A half-starved foai never lorgets it;
and from the day he is dropped lie must be the
object of some care and attenion. Dues the
dam give a good supply of milk? Does the
young thing look as if he was doing well? Le.
his feet be looked to, as he grows on ; and,
above all, let im be well kept, have a fair sup
ply of corn, comfortable sheltered quarters, and
so forth. I am no advocate for ever-coddling,
nor would I wish to see the hunting enIt brouglt
on as if his mission was to win i le terby; te
liberal rations, kindly fra.nut, and gend
hanaling will all tell by ilt tume he is first ie
into the show-ring, or delivered over to th
breaker. I confess to have sorne dread of tha
same country breaker, with ail hiswonderful par,
phernialia ana apparently indispensable habit.
hanging about public-houses, as a means ft
making young horses handy. No man neet
more watching; and as I have just intimated,
vast deal maay be done towards making the yon
one temperate before ever lie reaches this trjik
stage in his career.

The horse is by nature a social animal, at
especially after weaning, two or three of L
foals will do better il company, due ccre bet
taken that any one of them-does not becomp '
much of " the master pig," aud get all the go.
things for himself-to correct which they shoi.
be separated at feeding time. When togetht
they will challen0 e each other to "strike o;t
a bit, whereas the solitary mopes'about with t
little incentive to try bis paces, a is much E.
a boy brought up at his mother' aprori-stiiL
or a young fox-hound that bas lost his fuient
I should hope by this that a duly-qualified ven
inary surgeon is within hail of most farmo.
and I would leave it to this gentleman to thi,
his eyeoccasionally over the little stud, arrL

'the proper period for castration, and otberà&
detail that will necessarily have to be adapted
time and, place. On any sucb minutioe of.
matter it isnot within my purpose hera to en,


