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g GENERAL DESCRIPTION
for thc prefent, by the inhabitants of every town, hundred and
fettlemcnt in the colony. The Affembly was to determine by the

majonry of the voices then prefent, and to ena& 2
' . re i€ governor.4 negative voice. Thcy

the General Court in England : on the other hand, no order of the
General Court was to bind the colony till affented to by the Aflem-
bly.® - The company having offered territory to thofe who fhould
either)\emigrate themfelves; or engage to tranfport people to the co-
lony,: fouad this policy fo fuccefsful, that upwards of three thoufand
five hundred perfons emigrated to Virginia during this and the two
precedma\years. :

This ye T, 1622, WaS\rcmarkable for a’ maﬂ'acre of the colonifts
by the Indiaps, which was executed mth’the utmoft fubtilty, and
without any ‘regard-to age or, fex. A\vell-conccrted atrack on
all the fettlem\epts deftroyed, in one hour and almoft at the fame
Ainftant, three hundred and forty-feven perfons, who were defencelefs

and incapable of making refiftance. The emigrants, "notwithftand-:
" ing the orders they had received, had never been folicitous to culti-
vate the good-willlof the natives, and had nelther atked permiffion °

when they occupied their country, nor given"a price for their va-
Tuable property, which was violently takén away, ~The miferies of
famine were foon fuperaddéd to the horrors of maffacre. Of eighty

plantations, which were filling apace, only eight remained; and of

- the numbers which had \been tranfported thither, no. more than about

¥ * one thoufand eight hmdx\ red {urvived thofe manifold difafters.

Frequent complzints héying been made to King James of the op-
preflions of the treafurer and company, and the before-mentioned
calamities bemg attributed to their mifcondué or negled, it was de-
| tetmined, that a commiffion’ ﬂ'xot.ld iffue to inquire into the affairs. of
Virginia and the Scmer 1i‘es§ from the earlieft {fettlement of each.
Upon the report of the comm:ﬁioners, the king concluded on glvmg

a new charter, and required of the  company the ﬁxrrender of for-

mer grants, which being refufed, a writ of quo fwarrania iffued in
November, 1623, againft the pateats of the corporation : : and Judg-

" ment was given by the Court of ngs Bench againft the treafuref
i_ind ‘company, in Trinity term, 1624, Thefe proceedings  were
- fo conformable to the general ftrain of the arbitrary adminiftration
f that reign, - that-they made. 'nﬂe mpreﬁ?on at the time, though

the

were to imitate the laws and cuftoms, and judicial proceedings..
\1\1fed in England. ¢ No afts were to be in force till confirmed by .



