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pr flowers by 2 frame, as
e dampness stains he flowers. There are
several: varietiés of . this = species. “The best .
“forms are Krelagei, ‘which blooms just before,
“and histriodes, which “blooms just after,” the

- Anteven earlier-flowering iris, biit not ‘so
~vdhawy, isiBakeriana, which is blue, with pur-.

ple and orange markings, i ;

. Mr. . N. Girard, of Elizabeth, N. 3., who

.- has grown more irises than ‘any one else in this
. country, finds that those of this group prefer
4. peaty, sandy soil, ‘and'will not tolerate the
the best success, they must be planted ‘where
‘they can be keptdry during the summer. ' He '
has ~also found it~ necessary, “frequently, to
change the position of the bulbs unfik a suit-.

* able environment has been found: 1f: the

_pladts comimence to increase the second year

they may be left where they are, but if not,
they-shouldbe-removed to another- lo¢ality in
"the parden, v s o0 { e
Badd s et et i The Jtine group flow-.
‘ers:in late March and
“April." They: are: also
. bulbous’, and prefer a’
well-drained soil, which
is ‘rather”stiff, - and- ~it
is essential to their suc-
cess -that_the situation .
' 'be .one_which will per-
mit the bulbs being
kept dry and baked by"
* the sunduring the ‘sum-
...mer, or resting period.
After these : bulbs
. have flowered, the sea-:
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continued in late ‘April
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.ready described, -
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irises—cristataand ver-
na—which ' are - also .
« grown “for bloom at
this ‘same time.  Cris-
tata is the gem of the
dwarf . irises; - It  in-
Creases - rapidly and
¢'bears: an: abundance 'of
light blue flowers, and’
~. “is'very good for natur-
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e g’ L0
At iri onfounded with the” pumila, and
blooming ahout the same time, is chamaeiris. -
This "has yellow: flowers, but it has a variety, -
Traliana, with flowers of a dark violét hue.
y, the taller kinds as the Ger-
begin to bloom, ably. the true

0ot in cultivation- at-the present /.

t it'is seldom met with in gar- .
tmanica of - the. gardens are. hy-
entina L. pallida, I: varieg

- gated leaves, and acuta, which has very nar-

row. leaves, BE

-~ Two bulbous irises which .everyone should
grow, are:the English Iris (I. Xiphoides), and
the Spanish Iris (I. Xiphium). The buibs of

“'thése are planted in the: fall in a light, well-
drained place, and they should be well mulch-
ed for winter. The earlicy of these is' the

- Spanish.Iris, which,may Hie hdd in vatiegated ”
shades, violet and purple. The English' Iris-
—and there are many forms of it—is white,
layender, blue and purple, Mount Blanc is
thelmse oo e |

. The most gotgeous of all the irises is, with-
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‘iexistence of any organic manure; and that, for - ‘ont a‘doubt, the-Japantse; and too much’can-

not be said to encourage one to grow a few
of these in his garden. " It is « popular belief
that the Japanese Iris requires 4 very damp
situation in which to grow, but this is. not so.
I have séen it successfully ‘grown  in “clay
‘which” was comparatively dry. They may be
had in all shades of 'blue, violet, purple.and
lavender; also white. ~Many of the-Hlowers are
selfecoloréd and -others ‘beautifully. marked or
mottled.. They are. the last of all the irises
to bloom, commencing early in July and pos-«
_ sibly 'in some localities: further south, in June.

~—Arthur Couch, in;Shburban Life.

FORCING RHUBARB IN THE DARK
. The method of forcing thubarb in the dark
is so'simple and inexpensive that growing for
home-use-or-for ‘the -market-is entirely practic-
able, - Last. winter I prepared’a small bed
my house cellar to show howeasily and cheape
Iy-it-could-be forced. - The-bed: contained bi
To roots and was placed ‘at the end of the cel
lar, close to a potato bin. Not wishing to hea
thelentire celldr, the bed"was shut off froth t
main part by simply facking an old hemp car
pet'to the floor and sleepers ‘abbve, -letting ‘it
fall to the cellar bottom. - The wall formed ‘one
side of the inclosure and he carpet was’ nailed -
to the floor above so'as to ‘form the other side
and ends. The roots were duff in December
.and left on the ground  until- solidly frozen.
They ‘were"then stored in an old hotbed and
simply covered with boards untif Jan. 18. They
were thicn set close together on-the .cellar bot-
. tom and loose earth was worked urder and be-
- tween the-buniches to fill ‘the spaces:- The-car-
pet: was naited up ands/the work, except the
to give the required heat,' was over. P
: 1 mirst not bé’-ﬁgerjmittgd to ‘enter
“éven throug hcracks‘or
light to a reasonable
_ Howevér, the lamp
tlose contact with the
) talks. €aves began turning
green, which is object le. This was rem- '
edied by smokin :the lantern giobe an Tamp
<chimney and giving a more subdued light, The
leaves soon | ,on.aﬁ)pi\utifu},gbldqxi: color,
which is characteristic ‘of. the dark-grown/ pfo-
duct. “On Feb, 24, the rhubarb was ready or .
use and one dozen were picked.
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