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TRAVELER’S VIEWS
An Eastern Newspaper Man Thinks 

Victoria Prettiest City Yet Met
•n

Following is one of a series of arti­
cles by Edward G. Lowry, correspon­
dent of the Evening Post, New York, 
prompted by the, author’s, investiga­
tions in the course of a 12,000-mile 
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delightful. drives in-Its vicinity. There 
does not appear toi.be the same fever­
ish rush of business as in the East, 

from -the large 
at ah open-air

— ■ f
near being ideal as is given to any 
spot on the habitable globe. It. is 
warm in the winter and cool in the 
summer, and all the year around the 
atmospheric conditions are equable 
and mild. Roses bloom outdoors in 
February. The rainfall is slight and 
infrequent. What moisture is needed 
edmes from the warm Japan current, 
yet; they will tell you there is never 
a Wilting humidity.

With such conditions it is inevitable 
that the population should live out of 
doors, and all of them, man, woman 
and child, engage in some form of 
sport. Ashore they play cricket, base­
ball, tennis, and golf. The sheltered 
waters make bathing, sailing, and 
canoeing possible every month in the 
year. Every afternoon one sees 
youths in flannels, and groups of girls 
on the way to and from the playing 
fields or the .pleasant reaches of the 
protected waters of Oak Bay. The late 
afternoon brings tea and delicious lit­
tle cakes and cigarettes, and charm­
ing lazy little parties, which later 
slowly disperse to dress for dinner, 
taker* at this time of the year under 
the awnings 
long, soft twilights.

At the back door of Victoria is an 
unexplored wilderness. The city is 
situated at the southern extremity of 
Vancouver Island, overlooking the 
Straits of San Juan de Fuca, and be­
yond the Gulf of Georgia, the main­
land. This Island has not only never 
been completely surveyed, but a large 
part of it has never been explored or 
traversed by arty white man. For the 
most part it is impenetrable bush and 
heavily wooded. Some Victorians have 
camps in the accessible parts of the 
Islands, and bears and deer are killed 
every year. Victoria is the capital of 
British Columbia, tyid the government 
buildings rank with the handsomest 
in America. From Beacon Hill park 
one sees across the strait the beautiful 
Olympic mountains, and far away to 
the east the white, snow-capped cone 
of Mount Baker is conspicuous.

The defect of Victoria is the defect 
of the civilized world—a scarcity of 
household labor. The large Chinese 
quarter in the city supplies a number 
of homes with cooks, butlers, and gar­
deners. and at the chief hotels there 
are bright-faced little Chinese boys to 
answer bells, bring shaving water, and 
all that sort of thing. But the new 
head tax of $500-on Chinamen has 
served to practically check their in­
coming. Householders are rather bit­
ter about the situation caused by the 
new tax. They say that it prevents 
them from getting Chinamen and that, 
no other labor is available. What 
sounds to the Eastern ear like extor­
tionate prices are paid for house ser­
vants of any kind.

The trip from Victoria up to Van­
couver is conceded to be one of the 
notable inland water trips of the 
world. The steamers are fast and 
modern. The scenery of mountain 

nd wood and water fills the eye with 
elight. Nearly all the way there are 

a succession of snow-capped peaks 
and ranges.
eighty-four miles, and yet Vancouver 

different from Victoria as it is

At the initial’ meeting of business 
men held to diêcuss the project, while 
all present expressed themselves as 
believing that such an enterprise 
“would be a; good thing for the towni" 
there was not in evidence that spirit 
of determination to “get there,” which 
must be', manifested both by - individ­
uals and communities if they are ever 
to accomplish anything in this world.

Personally, I think Victorians, If 
they bestir themselves, may see built 
up here a great industry for the man­
ufacture of cars. They were told by 
Mr. William Whyte, second vice- 
president of the C. P. R., the other 

absolutely lim- 
they know

journey through,; Qa^d^, 
of the Western Canadian 
association :

It is one of the copy book rules of 
achievement that to attain success one 
must begin at the bottom and work 
upward. This does not apply to dig­
ging a well, nor to the city of Victoria. 
As a City Beautiful, Victoria began at 
the top. From the beginning it has 
been a place of pleasant gardens and 
of entrancing homes bowered in roses. 
Nothing crude or raw or hideous has 
been permitted to intrude its ugly 
head. In the south of England there 
are villages that have attained the 
same effect after centuries of per­
manence and quiet living. Victoria 
lias achieved an English atmosphere. 
She is very proud of it. Victorians call 
their town “a bit of old England set 
on the shores of the Pacific.” Their 
claim for pre-eminence is that they 
have the most beautiful city and the 
pleasantest to live in on the American 
continent. No one who has visited the 
place and enjoyed its hospitality will 
dispute the assertion.

The pleasant inhabitants of this pic­
ture-book town put the joys of clean, 
sweet living and neighborliness before 
business. That is why the consul, 
Mr. Smith, is liked so well. The aged 
consul was a printer's “devil” in the 
Tribune office when Horace Greely 
was the overshadowing figure in Am­
erican journalism. Reared in such an 
environment, it is only natural that he 
should be a partizan. He wears the 
long dropping moustaches of the fur­
bearing seal that were popular when 
Millard Fillmore was president, and 
lie represents the Republican party in 
Victoria. He made us a speech dwell­
ing on the fact with unction, thanking 
President Roosevelt, the state depart­
ment, and the Republican party for 
conferring upon, him his present most 
enviable position. The citizens of Vic­
toria would have never heard of the 
Democracy had they depended upon 
Consul Smith for the news.

The residence streets of Victoria 
fire more like English lanes than the 
thoroughfares of a modern community. 
They are narrow and wander about 
aimlessly, lined with hawthorns and 
flowering hedges or with vine-covered 
walls. There is a curious story about 
the walls. When the indefatigable 
tourist began to find out about the 
charms of Victoria and visit it in 
numbers, it awakened in the citizens 
the instincts of hosptality. They felt 
it incumbent upon them to do some­
thing for the visitors to make them 
enjoy their stay. The men formed an 
association and called upon the ladies 
to aid them in their plans.

It was proposed that when visitors 
with proper credentials came to town 
they should be received at the homes 
"f the people and shown the pleasant, 
sevluded gardens, the lawns, and the 
flowers. The men had arranged a 
1’ "gramme of some ‘six or eight prop­
ositions, all but one of which were 
acceded to by the women of the town, 
that was that they should tear away 
their walls so that the visitor walking 
along the streets Could see the beau­
ties that . are now hidden. At this 
proposal the women revolted. They 
would not lose the privacy so dear 
to the English heart, and, besides, 
whoever heard of a garden that was 
not surrounded by a wall? Properly 
enough, they refused to listen to the 
suggestion.

Now the casual visitor to Victoria is 
conveyed through the town on the top 
of a high’ four-in-hand coach, from 
which point of vantage he may easily 
poor over the obstructing walls and 
see the little groups at tea or playing 
b nnis or bowls on their lawns. The 
experience makes one feel .. like an 

csriropper, but the glimpses and 
scenes revealed, are undeniably charm-

SHOULD WAKE UPCLIMATE AN ASSET
flight judge 
- of carriages- a 

Be&cdn rH$M.

if one 
turnout 
concert on

Visitors Cannot Understand Why 
Victorians Are’So Slow

Facts and Figures Which Cannot 
Too Often Be Stated “The varied view of sea and land,

inobtglxied ..front a; lofty Aknoll, r>vith, 
the: 4istakc®* béyoncKthé Gulf *bf Geor­
gia, the pearly- opâleBcent fange of 
the Olympian mountains, was one_ of 
the most equisite T ever saw. 
clouds above were gorgeous 
purple, rose pink, - silver^gray and 
glowing gold, wjjile the far-shimmer­
ing, sunset-tinted'-; mountain peak:! 
seemed too ethereal for earth. They3 
were surely like the gates of pearls 
and walls of precious stones of the 
New Jerusalem. In the southeast 
rises Mount Baker in a beautiful isol­
ated cone to the height of thirteen 
thou

Victoria, B. C., May 25, 1907.
I was chattingto make life

pleasànt—climate, surroundings 
culture. As for climate,-. Victoria is 
noted the world over as a synoym for 
salubrity. While other places hâve 
short spells of lovely weather, this 
city counts them by the month. In 
June. 1906, for instance, the highest 
temperature recorded here was 78, the 
minimum, 42. Vancouver makes a 
much worse variable showing, the ul­
timate being 81 and the lowest 40. 
Blow hot, blow cold, the Terminal city 
beats the Capital, but, as evér, Vic­
toria holds the record for equability. 
Swift Current sweltered with the 
thermometer at 98; Chilliwack suf­
fered at 86; Winnipeg wore summer 
clothes during the month with a tem­
perature of 84; but the balmy breezy 
of the Pacific kept Victoria’s temper­
ature to 78 whén at the..; highest 
point.

Year in, year out, Victoria enjoys 
an ideal climate. The mean annual 
temperature of Victoria is 48.6; that 
of the province, 45.3. The average 
rain and snowfall is 29,39 inches, from 
statistics covering 32 years, while the 
province in general is 60 per cent, 
more, or 48.32 inches.

Contrasting the hours of bright sun­
shine with London, the hub of 
Empire. Dr. Bryce in 
and Health Resorts of 
makes the following flattering state-

“From May to September is usually 
a period of small rainfall and bright 
skies at Victoria, while in London the 
summer and winter rainfall is not very 
different, and the percentage of bright 
sunshine from May to August at Vic­
toria is largely in excess of that of 
London.”

It would be uncharitable to quote 
the same authority regarding the 
tropic blaze of the sun at Winnipeg or 
the almost sub-aqueous atmosphere 
that hangs like a pall of Scotch mist 
on other coast cities at certain periods 
of the year.

And who would ever get tired of 
growing enthusiastic over the natural 
beauties of Victoria? From sea to sea 
her charms are being chanted by visi­
tors. In the current number of 
Methodist Magazine, the editor has 
this to say in an article on “Canada 
by the Pacific” :

“The sail across the noble Gulf ol 
Georgia to Vancouver Island was very 
exhilirating. So solitary was the voy­
age that it almost seemed as it

•We were the first that ever burst
Into that silent sea.’
“The only vessel we saw was a 

large timber laden Norwegian bark. 
To one unaccustomed to seafaring it 
is a great surprise to see a /ull-viggcd 
ship apparently swallowed up by the 

tied Then heaved high in a huge 
The view of the bold shore and 

serrât on. loeky p*»aks of the mainland 
is y.*vv imp re»* Ive. A* we thread u 
•v.aze of Inlands the cheerful signs of 
haubltatibn are see it. and as we enter 
Ht night, the beautiful, harbor of Vic­
toria, the far-g learning electric lights, 
quivering on the water, give evidence 
of the latest triumphs of civilization 
in this western TJltlnTa Thule.

“The eastern tourist is first struck
with the ................
phere of Vancouver island, 
the month was tictober, the ait was 
balmy the sun was warm, the foliage 
green, and the roses, pinks, and dahlias 
were in full bloom in the gardens.

“The chief glory of Victoria is the

vThree things go My Dear
with another new resident of Victoria 
the other day when he remarked:

UI don’t know what is the matter 
with the people of Victoria. They 
do not seem to be possessed of a 
proper realization of the splendid op­
portunities which exist for advancing 
ithe city’s interests.”

confessed to harboring a 
n, when we were joined by a 
marty, a young man who has 

been engaged in business here for 
some years past. On being informed 
of the point we were just then dis­
cussing, he said:

“I am not in the least surprised 
at your having formed such an im­
pression—all newcomers
themselves just as you do. 
matter of fact Victorians are the 
strangest people in the world, in, the 
sense that they can always be de­
pended «.upon to exhibit an exasperat­
ing indifference just when bounding 
enthusiasm would be in order. This 
spirit of apathy is constantly assert­
ing itself in the most unlooked for 
places. For instance, just the other 
day, the school children gave a spe­
cially prepared programme 
cises at the girlsf central department, 
and I saw in the report in the news­
paper that not one of the members of 
the school board were present, nor 
was the board represented in any 
fashion. This is, of do.urse, a trivial 
thing in itself, but it is typical of how 
Victorians comport themselves in re­
spect to most public matters demand­
ing some show of interest and en­
thusiasm.”

I .asked my friend how he accounted 
for this and lie said.he did not know— 
if might be the climate or it might 

overpowering conviction that

and

The
with

day, that there is an 
itless market for cars; 
they have right at hand the bulk of 
the raw material employed in the 
manufacture of the cars; and they 
know they have the money necessary 
to finance the project in its initial 
stages.

I fancy I hear you ask: 
what on earth .are they waiting for. 
In reply to that they would tell you 
they lack the iron for the car wheels 
and steel for the girders and fittings. 
An abundance oC good iron ore is to 
be found on the island, but no smelt­
ing facilities exist, so just now the 
car factory project is hung up wait­
ing to see if something cannot be 
done towards getting a smelting plant 
erected on the island.

I had a talk with a practical man 
the other day and he assured me it 
would in every sense be a business 
proposition to import the iron and 
steel necessary for the manufacture 
of cars from England. If he be 
right in this, there ought to be no ob­
stacle standing in the way of the suc­
cess of the enterprise.

A feature of the situation in Vic­
toria at the present time which aug­
urs well for the future is the circum­
stance that “new blood” is being in­
jected into the body politic, calculated 

more rapidly

similar
oj
tilt

feet.”
“Theis only the same old story told 

brilliant manner. Everyone who 
Victoria is a~ missionary who

n.T]
in
visi
heràlds forth the city’s beauties.

Of its opportunities for recreation 
for those of a cultured mind, Victoria 
needs no sponsor. The chosen home 
of such men as Col. Haggard and 
Captain Wolley is able to stand clear­
eyed before the world. Its education­
al advantages and musical societies 
show the generally high mark of cul­
tivation apparent throughout the 
city. Victoria boasts the oldest choral 
association in the west, the Arion 
club, that has Seen many years of a 
successful existence,' Even the high 
standard of efficiency maintained in 
the oublie schools evidences the desire 
of all classes for a proper groundwork 
to education.

express 
As a

on broad verandas in the

of exer-
the

“The Climate 
Canada/’

star isBut Victoria’s, commercial 
also in the ascendant. From wdek to 
week new factg are recorded, and not 
a single one of them1 brings aught but 
cause for congratulation. to make things move 

than has been the case in the past. 
Just the other day a board of park 
commissioners was named for the first 
time. John Arbuthnot, late of Win­
nipeg, is chairman, and among the 
members also are several others who 
are young and full of enterprise and 
push, and who have no£ previously 
been identified with thé public life 
of the city.

It is the custom nowadays to em­
phasize the attributes of a city, com­
mercial or otherwise, by some local 

setting out its advantages in a 
graphic 'manner. If such a title were 
chosen for Victoria probably no bet­
ter one could be given than “The Ctty 
of Opportunity.”

That opportunities for commercial 
development, greater than in almost 
any other city on the Pacific coasti 
exist in Victoria is evident upon the same 
most cursory observation. Many ar- groaning with deposits which exceed 
tides of daily use are being imported in value those of any similar sized 
that should properly be made in the community anywhere in the world, 
city and will be irt the near future. Why, the situation is really most 
Though “made in Victoria” is, in many extraordinary! From what I have 
lines of business, even at present a learned of the resources of the island 
sign of good articles honestly made, i am quite sure that were it situated 
the present dimensions of manufacture at some point out in the middle of 
are not a tithe of what they should be. the Pacific ocean expeditions would

But, more than all, the awakening be fitted out to go and explore this
of the Orient will bo the chief factor wonderful land; but when such a rich
in the city’s commercial development, treasure house lies right at the very 
Vancouver Island occupies precisely doors <®f Victorians no thought is 
the same position in relation to the i given to the formulating of some 
Far East as Great Britain does- to the serious plan to develop the rich j re- 
western shore of the Atlantic. It is sources on a comprehensive scale and 
therefore certain that when traffic reap the great rewards which would 
across the Pacific ocean, increases, as surely flow, to those who were cour-, 
it will,..until it equals if it does not ageous enough to engage in such an 
surpass that of the Atlantic, Victoria enterprise.
will become one of the chief ports Of course a new era is setting in
fronting on the Orient. In view of for the island, the C. P. R. having
this, Victoria should follow the ex- announced its determination to build 
ample of China and “wake up.” Op- branch .lines of railway and open up for 
portunity is knocking at the door—it settlement a large area of agricultural 
only femains for present chances to land; but private enterprise on the 
be taken full advantage of. part of wealthy Victorians has been

Inhere has never been an industry and is now woefully lacking in any 
started in this city with capital com- endeavor tp develop the rich area so 
mensurate with its needs that has not close at hand.
proved a. financial success. The old- I am watching with keen interest 
est manufacturing concerns of the the progress of an agitation launched 
province are located here and all en- by the Colonist aiming at the erection 
joy a high measure of prosperity. at or near this city‘of large car shops.

be an 
all was well anyway.

What most astounds me is to be 
told that Vancouver Island, of which 
Victoria is the capital, is probably 
richer in high class natural resources 
than any other .similar area on the 
face of the globe; that comparatively 
little or nothing has been done to ex­
ploit those resources; and that at the 

Lime the banks of Victoria are

name

SEEAYEGEE.

From Quatsino, an the north of the 
Port Renfrew, almostwest coast, to 

at the southern extremity of the Isl­
and, there are known to be iron de­
posits of great value. Adjacent to the 
east coast there are also iron areas. 
The latter are all that, up to the pres­
ent, have received commercial exploit­
ation. Several years ago, at Irondale, 
Wash., pig iron of fine quality was 
produced from Texada Island 
netite mixed with ore from Hamilton, 
Skagit county, Wash., in the propos 
tion of 93 and 7 per cent respectively. 
Of this product a large amount was 
used in the construction of a battle­
ship for the United States navy, built 
by the Moran company of Seattle. 
This gives all the evidence required 
of the quality.

That, as the trade across the North­
ern Pacific develops, a large number 
of iron and steel -ships will be 
structed on this coast, there is no 
doufit. Of necessity they will be built 
on Vancouver Island as, with the ex­
ception of totally undeveloped pros­
pects on the northern Island of the 
Queen Charlotte group, there are indi­
cations in no other place of coal and 
iron in quantity and quality sufficient 
to warrant - the large outlay necessary 
at the inception of such an industry. 
There is very little doubt that this 
matter will be taken up in the néâr 

’future. .

the

mag-

distance is onlyThe sea
wave

is as . ,
possible for one city to be f/r»in an­
other. con-o

An iron and steel plant entails 
ar. enormous 

that will not
the expenditure oi 
amount . of money
be forthcoming, in 
until there are

any case, 
reasonable as- 

of moderate interest being 
the enterprise. Thatsurances

reaped from . .. ...... . _ ,
such conditions have been reached in 
the vicinity of Victoria or will be very 
shortly, is a matter for congratula­
tion, and the fact Is so ^self-evident 
as to require little more than passing

exceedingly bland atmos- 
Though

The climate of Victoria comes as mention.
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tE te hereby given that 30 days 
[te I intend to make application 
[on. Chief Commissioner, of Lands 
[ks for permission to purchase 
twing described land, situated in 
Istrict:
meins at a post marked S’e 
rner, and set nearly the N.W.

5’„.'R-5» on Dow point, kf Naas River, and thence run- 
tith 20 chains, thence west 20 
thence north 20 chains, more or 
the beach, and then easterly 

le beach to point of commence- 
mtaining 40 acres more or less.

CHARLES ^ SMITH
1st, 1907.

rger than ever, there Is hardly 
? at the mills. The prices/are 
rising. Several of the larger 

herefore, refuse to entertain 
s for contracts 
atil the autumn is well 
as there is no probability of 

jn the value of piilpwood. It 
ted that a new paper mill is 
ullt at Dram men,’ Nojwây^bÿ 
Kinulf and Haavind, tp be 
by electric power.”

over next 
ad-

EAT TO GO HIGHER

Expressed by Leading Flour 
lill Director of Canada

IHosmer, who as a director of 
k R. and president of the Ogil- 
lir Mills Co., has unusual fa- 
I for getting in touch with 
ferop conditions, expressed the 
hat the rise in wheat was not 
I local, but to a worldywide

k* do you believe wheit will

r said Mr. Hosmer, with a 
fl am afraid it is one of the 
ises of humanity that we 
[into prophecy.
ever, I perhaps can use the 
pf an old and gobd friend of 
kat T am neither a prophet nor 
[of a prophet,’ but I can any- 
nture a guess.”

IUSY AT LADYSMITH
In g of Men Hard at Work 

Sacking Coal

ednesday last there were nine- 
coal sackers employed at 

al wharves sacking coal in 
s for shipment north, says 
ger. The workers on that day 
d chiefly of Chinamen, but on 
,y, many of these were replac- 
Indians and white men, the 

m being dismissed. On Mon- 
t more men will be added, and 
ible despatch will be used in 
the coal in readiness for its 

One of the gentlemen 
i charge of operations inform- 
liedger representative that it is 
robable thirty-six thousand 
11 be shipped to Nome instead 
0 as was first intended. He 
hat coal was becoming scarce 
id in all probability they would 
larger quantity than was at 

ured on. The coal, he states 
t $20 per ton when landed at 
his being the short ton; thus 
each sack worth about $1.80. 
i easily understand these pri- 
/ever, when it is known that 

this season coal is bringing 
dollars per ton in San Fran-

th

e neighborhood of 6,000 tons 
ready been sacked this season 
usand of which has been load- 
steamer and forwarded, 

re now due for cargoes, 
Duneric, which will take ab- 

0 tons, and the ship Ameri- 
karrying 3,000 
111 be loaded as soon as possi- 
r their arrival. It is stated that 
en thousand tons are 
in Nanaimo, which . will be 

by a different agency than 
;ing coal from here, which win 
t all nearly fifty thousand tons 
northern trade this year, 
idence of the large demand 

l which now exists, the largo 
Sheila has been lying at this 
very nearly a month awaiting 

e to load. Yesterday her cap- 
:eived instructions to proceed 

to San Francisco with the 
iady on board, which will bare- 
fficient to carry her there, and 
at port she will proceed with 
to some port in South AmerW 

ioulcl hardly be a paying prop- 
tor her charterers to have her 
here for a month and then 
irt without a cargo. However, 
mpossible to toad her and at- 
the local trade as well, and as 
she will receive no cargo.
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FARMING IN FRUIT
Districts Adjacent to Victoria Which 

Arô Very Prolific
When the old improperly cultivated 

orchards of Vancouver Island began 
to be replaced by nëwer and better 
stock and methods of fruit growing 
very few rêaüaed the- importance thé 
industry would rêâçfi' in 
For-fifany years there have been iso­
lated orchards, largely more or* less 
neglected, throughout the. Saanich 
peninsula, about Duncan and on Salt 
Spring Island, but the newer state of 
things is at present confined to the 
vicinity of Victoria.

The new orchards and fruit gardens 
have a high commercial value that is 
rapidly increasing. They are planted 
with the best varieties; cultivated and 
cared for by men who -knew the busi­
ness, and accordingly bring large 
profits to their fortunate owners. It 
may here be said there is ample op­
portunity for hundreds more to en­
gage in this profitable indus try * With­
in a radius of ten miles of Victoria 
there are splendid locations available. 
Though they are being rapidly taken 
up, not one-tenth of the land that 
should be utilized for fruit growing is 
at present employed for the purpose. 
Large areas of land at present In 
grain can be made to bring much 
greater returns in this manner, and it 
is only a question 
fore nearly all the suburbs of Victoria 
will be planted with orchards, making 
it the fruit growing centre of the 
coast

But the question of how to plant 
each special location must be studied 
on the spot. In the vicinity of this 
'city there is a great variety of soils 
and climate. Depths of cultivable 
land, facilities for drainage and free­
dom from exposure to direct sea air 
have to be carefully considered. Not 
only this—outside strawberries which 
flourish everywhere—the actual suit­
able varieties of fruit must be careful­
ly thought out. Even strawberries, do 
better on some soils than others. 
Sandy loam generally gives more 
profitable results,. but any cultivable 
land, if property prepared, will yield a 
good crop.

Generally speaking, the best varie­
ties to plant were given by a recog­
nized authority. For apples. Duch­
ess, Wealthy, King and Alexan­
dra; for years, Bartletts and 
Louise Bonnie; for plums, Pond’s 
Seedling, and the Italian variety of 
prunes. It may be said, also, that al­
most all summer and fall apples, good 
spring varieties of plums and prunes, 
and the pears mentioned do well, but 
those named above have proved the 
best. Thé special kinds named in­
clude both cooking and eating apples 
and pears; the best prunes for pre­
serving and one of the finest dessert 
plums. They are all of great commer­
cial value and generally call for a 
high price.

Strawberries are almost in a class 
by themselves. Gordon Head and 
Cadboro Bay make a specialty of early 
varieties, the crop being on the mar­
ket before the middle of May and 
reaching profusion about. a month la­
ter. Bonnie Brae is also coming to 
the front as a strawberry growing 
centre, and has some fine orchards.

But one thing that must be always 
emphasized is the importance of care­
ful and attractive packing. Honest 
packing need not be insisted upon; 
Victoria had never a name for the 
other kind. Properly graded and pack­
ed this district can supply some of 
the best fruit to be found in Canada, 
and in neither of these important re­
spects has it fallen short of late years. 
The local stores give evidence of this; 
no more attractive display could be 
seen than the average collection of 
fruit that might almost be labelled 
“made in Victoria.”

There is practically an unlimited, 
market available. As far as can be 
judged the Western provinces of Can­
ada will take all good fruit that can 
be raised in British Columbia for 
many years to come. The population 
of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Mani-
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of a few years be-

(Continued on Page Thirteen)
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