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rifht’ r ®° Ï come to y«n to tell you end eaye she is a widow. She is very ‘"Could you not give me an answer graduate of Trinity college, having sunk Hotel de France and await develop- 
^ iX; 1 w,ntt . handsome and intelligent and”—I add- today—this afternoon,” the girl urged, his own and his -wife’s money in the ments.”

< She paused for a moment to take a ed with a shudder—“has the loveliest “Yes ” I said “as you seem so very mine, poisoned Ms wife, three children ________TiTfa’r „T„tb,f *R?iï? 6”3 ” assi s. "£*%?“•■ n‘mtrt^fasusssti&i&sis» jfu&ess.'a. ttersi sa*» « ■- „„„„„
,'3“„r.1i,iSt*LSv5S&L“S _■»-»- »V S5SS ttf rsr&« SUT6 5SSWSs»iisr„”*w^.i'"d.S”2Ef “Æ.æ! ». w.iww£«s,"^vr ■» Y‘“ serifs. 'ür.5Xj a

quartz, covers it up again, and tells no ernment to Yates street and then to IForshay s cottages were a collection with the circumstances oif which he was that the fee was S20. I placed
one but me. All the shareholders have the Colonist shack. And as I placed of little cabins that had been erected familiar, but the strangest part of the coin in her hand.
gone—what you called “busted,” I be- the key in the lock I saw the young on a lot at the corner of Cook and Yates etory is that three months ago the prop- “Mamma! Papa'” she cried and
never We get hold of many shares lady who bad submitted the poetry streets. They have long since disap- erty was reopened and the very first running inside the "house I heard her
cheap, and now I come herd to get the walking rapidly towards us. My com- peared. They were of one story and shot that was fired -fi ‘lu tunnel laid say, “My poem has been accented and
rest. An Englishman owns enough panion flushed slightly and raising his each cottage contained three rooms—a bare a rich vein. Had Maloney -fired the gentleman from the Colonist office 
shares to rive him control—I mean that hat, extended his hand which the lady kitchen and two other rooms. I could one more charge he would have been has brought me* $20 ”
out of 200,000 shares I have got 96,000 accepted with hesitation. They ex- scarcely imagine a refined person such rich. As it was he died a murderer aud ‘Thank God!” I "heard a woman’s
and the rest this Englishman holds. We changed some words, and then the lady as the lady before me occupying those a suicide. Poor fellow! In a day or voice exclaim. “I never lost faith for
have traced Mm through Oregon to this addressing me asked, “Was my poem miserable quarters; but then, you know, two I will tell you more. But let us what does Christ say Ellen “Ask ’ and

» 1 . place, and we lose all sign of him here.” acceptable?” necessity knows no law. return to the poetry. What will you do it shall be given you seek, and ve’shall
»HkL’na«dVt!?alLbe 8rth:?n?on: 6eek oud (Up to, this moment I had not been par- To tell you the truth, Miss-Miss-” The „ir, thanked me and Barclay ac- »?” find; knock, and it shall be Ümened •

. shall find^ knoc^ and flt ^all be opened richlarly interested ra the narration.) fiForbes," she interjected. compImS her to the corner of fates “I fear I shall have to reject »” On this holy day-our .Saviour’^birth-
celveth; an/he .“keto flndeto. and hand^nmy am XVd: ?'g fully.” (As a‘maUer^f h ” I hid'uM Hf 6®®m®d toJ>® trying to in- “No, no,” he cried. “Accept it! This £•££!? ha™ 6oa=ht and we have

Mattm.whaîi k 7°8*£etl1 K sbal1 be opened— “You are a man of affairs." bestowed a second thought upon the approve^of <for>sheIshook*her head w?°h whi^'èonriRtî^nf11^* Eorhe»6 This was followed by a sound as of
inj r^'ki^^-rfep^r8 "ft RT*! bUt ^ aShamed ‘° a^air of^etermination and resolve and who ^s crippled with* Aeumatism^hià then 4116 flew TS

On the 22nd day of December, 1860, “Ah! yes. You cannot deceive me. I “When—oh! when can ’you decide?” Barclay came back to the office and whom*weTa'vè iîst parted®a!^ a Unie , “°h! sir>” she said* “I thank you ?alber- He refused to give his cousent

2»sr8Sus s&.nsss5*1-' Io”" •*--<t . / "FaiF .Fïm” PSîSSyEiâS yev;ssr*s Wfcrtowner, had contracted a severe cold and As she had spoken for ten minutes -She seemed deeply disappointed. Her off, fin de him^lf landed. His pride the offer ml an^ua^e that was insultang. shflll be glad to reCeive and pay for uotllin^ that involved an acceptance of 
was confined to his room at Wilcox’s without giving me an opportunity to say lip quivered as she held down her head will not allow him to ^c,ep* ^ î? any other contributions you may send ” assistance from me, and he left for Van-

1 Royal Hotel, so the entire work of writ- n word, I could not quite understand and her form trembled with agitation. L^^^^'^lgl^a^ersmd mother-in you have accepted the j did uot add> though, that they would S?uveï, ï8tland to try his fortunes here,
ing up the paper for that issue devolved how she arrived at an estimate of my I could not understand her emotion but, YaIley* h«,eJ thpSflnnra?2tpd ^alue not be published although they would ^1 ill and they have sold or pawned
upon me. The office was a rude, one- conversational powers. .However, I felt of course,_ said nothing to show that 1 J. ? rînhiin ^nnPn^ tn tha be paid for. everything of value. The girl was not
story affair of wood. It had been erect- flattered but said nothing. observed it. ner, a Mr. Maloney, a Dublin man and of her production. Then return to t e ^ fittle boy with a troubled face and Permitted to bid me good-bye when they
ed for a merchant early in 1858, and Pressing my arm with her hand,«g—». T B , t t , , , , 1 T T-T______, t , , , , , , , 11 t ■ ,, , r r ■ r ■ r r r « r ■ » ■ > ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ i thr front Jeft Grass Valley. After their depar-
when he failed or went away the build- which gave me a warm feeling in the t door. He was neatly !>nt poorly dressed. .ure dlscovery of_ which I have in-
ing fell into Mr. DeCosmos’ hands. On neighborhood of my heart, she went on: —r ' Zü ZTV 4X)h! Nellie, what :s the matter?” he f°rmed you was made in the Maloney
the 11th December. 1858, Mr. £>e “I come to you as a man of the Æk asked, anxiously. tunnel and as Mr. Forbes has held on
Cosmos established tne Colonist, which world. (I made a gesture of dissent, / I fJw J ^>4 a, + x “Johnnie,” answered Xe>i‘e, “I hi e ^a control of the stock in spite of his
has ever since filled a prominent and but it was very feeble for I was already / Il J w /w fn 0 earned Ç20, and we shall have a adversities, he is now a rich man. I
honorable position In colonial journalism, caught in the web.) I rely upon y op. I /§-'/f 1 y t __ Christmas dinner, and you shall have a to marry the girl. As I toldyou,
Our office, as I have remarked, was a ask you to help me. Bertrand—poor, ' Sy a W J i drum, tbo.” As she said this she 1 proposed when I believed them to be
rude affair. The accompanying picture dear 'Bertie—has no head for business— _____ - ^ caught the little fellow in her arms and y™111 ■ e now my <3ntv to acquaint
-will convey a better idea of its appear- he is too young, too confiding—too—too— f ---------©T-i kissed him aud pressed his wan cheek the family with their good fortune and
ance than anything I might write. The what you English people call simple— / VixyA à ,# against her own. renew my suit. I think I ought to do
editorial room was a small space parti- no, too good—too noble—he takes after J A T yw Aw * ^ (hf \ s jf “Shall we liave a turkey, Nellie?” he today* Surely he will not renel
tioned off from the composing room, my family—to know anything about such II v ’ -f- *A jÀ/çiflS ** ï il Zli 11 D 111 asked. ‘ now when I take that news to him
which contained also the little hand- affairs—so I come to you.” \U ^ ~m\j iM fin Tjr^J LssJ M HJ1 \ “Yes, dear,” she said. he did on Christmas morning when I
press on which the paper was printed. Was it possible that because I was K. f/iy fc lyi Wuy/ Âlï | ///JÎ (3 IffSa I “And a plum-pudding, too, with nice teiydered him a loan,”
A person who might wish to see the considered unredeemably bad I was VI Qr ® yifm ft ft ! irj1 u jSi| ff! j 1 sauce that burns when you put a match 1 hlm, ^ thought he should im-
editor was forced to pick his way through selected for this woman’s purpose? As TO' J f M ^ fl w M J/Ik ul M Bn ;to- it, and shall I have two helpings?” he J*art the good news at once and stand
a line of stands and cases at which I mused, half disposed to get angry, I 1 >X" v aw « asked. the consequences. He left me for that
stood the coatless printers who set the raised my head and my eyes encounter- " C/{/j > ^i\ïL'~=—r- ~=771 =^——-T~7T; “Yes, and you shall set fire to he PnrPOse. As I walked into the dinina-
type and prepared the forms for the ed the burning orbs of the Madame, gaz- \Jifh -------sauce and have two helpings, Johnnie.” y^°m, 1 saw the dear “child” Bertrand
press. ing full into mine. .They seemed to bore ^ jllif / “Won’t that be n;ce,” he exclamwl oveiUi e flna®'n^ n glnsa of

The day was chill and raw. A heavy like gimblets into my very soul. A thrill ^T) sz&&*** gleefully. “But, Nellie, will papa get ar®!nt™-* When he saw me he gulped
wind from the southwest stirred the ran through me like the-shock from an &&y aJt medicine to make him well again?” tne drmk □ said:
waters o£ the harbor aud hurling itselt eleètric battery, and in an instant I \ r"tfek . fr & « ■ “Yes, Johnnie.” _=h„ t^far°n d ke,,tr! sneak^tn von
with fury against the front of the build- seemed bound hand and foot to the for- s (J " J ni “ F « b X “And mamma—wi'l she g=t back all i J , have called,
ing made the timbers crack and groan tunes of this strange woman. I felt m— W . M /f |j a ® the pretty things sue sent away to pay *, Jhe ~?venin^e ^ltk ?he W**
as if in paroxysms of pain. A driving myself being dragged along as the « A (Pi A. S K/A I tf » » », the rent with?” ” I ^"dedJto vtorain fell in sheets on the rbof and drops Roman Emperors were wont to draw g Wfi f 6. jg ) j H ^ O fiiï . -f “Hush, Johnnie,” said the girl, with I””™ „.on  ̂e,^v”7"1 fla?.and see the
of water which leaked through the their captives through the streets of their « 111 H ‘A. fiy W \ an apologetic look at me. rewonded W . k.™L?bîu-*<1°0r ^a2
shingles fell on the editorial table, swell- capital. I fluttered for a few seconds <C Iff r (J ^  ̂ ^ ® “And you, Nellie will yon get back £^®nd£?J° a ‘Vome m”
ed into little rivulets aud leaping td file like a bird in the fowler's net and then . m. Æ t' , — ,11111 -------your warm cloak that the man with a “?”{*• a. 1 ?!d, "J ^ easy
floor chased each other over the I gave up. The contest was too nn- __ . i'rr long nose took away.” isfa A rul fjal fiT!' , .100m, making existence therein un- equal. God help tne! The eyes had NÉ ________ ^11 !■ “Hush, dear,” she said'. “Go' inside ,^5® >?.nd d a extended a
comfortably damp. As I wrote away conquered and I lay panting at the feet, -»eSBàJ*0 * now; I wish to spear to this gentic- onrse’lvA she flasliSd
in spite of these obstacles I was made as it were, of the conqueror. I have only \ man.” She closed' the front door and ®'A;™ ®a8bed those bnrn,”S ®yes
taMereofythe pr^eTee'of someoneT toe Le^us^aîff that :° bin fcaTto mind Yes I was down for a toird time with ter in the art of hair-dressing-toat,. in little Jap^dy Pa«se^erdresse4in the asked me, all thto, rtor^ ^emg am so glad yon have come. I do
doorway I ralJd my eyfs and there that she asked me to insert as an ad- the 1,’ew Iweriri eomplaint-appendi- fact, he was one of,toe most promising latest P irisi^n :fasM,in whnshe as aS the materials for th® dinner and 0 le" tore 'the^ firstTTJ5,mïïîl Ve"'
stZd a female-a rato object in those vertisement a paragraph from a Grass waTin the days when surgical young from a famous establishment m!ght say, “looked the fun- deem her promise^ Johnnie. tori I have founVlhe mnf who owns
days, when women aud children were Valley newspaper to the effect that the 0perations were not looked upon with w ovnAn«iivA inxnrv travel- niest little freak outside a dime museum, enough, said I. JOrder it tbe shares. He is here in Victoria with
as scarce as hen’s teeth and were hardly mine (the name of which I forget) was muej1 faTor as they are today, so I lay that was an exp v , 7 an<i a3 homely a» a mud. fence”; but she at the Hotel de France. Shall I take hi family. He is desperately noor A■FS“S kKS'SS a*wwss EZtvPHEfB tehTsSZtT
forty!" I though?; of "medium height, a looked » ^/nm^and^ ug^^nd^atronte- f‘dl arrived "from toe ™l!tor jjjtkwjraccomplishments of my ™a™ae tbfct nfe^Snos^ and *‘^f ^^i’lV^rmu'mftolf^my Yo/.tofwtoàt mining iftos moaf uni

p?ëtty“mouth-aaplrfeCct Cupid’s bow- read ther/deceit hypocrisy an^,moral go 'toftopiu!,'* tof^hrotmtüs^etojirn0- Lord Randolph was on an extensive f^3)y funny" or °wfrfSW°f femlra6 Christmas d™nar f̂th /°^raa°dal*b® agtoe^of are rich fnTday^nd to? next

and olive-hued cheeks. She ws richly degeneration. How I hated him. pending between that country and China, tour round the world for the purpose of „p in the same train with her world I fm almost a granger -vou find yourself broke. It was so with
dressed m bright colors with heavy broad   The journey was a long one, and to be toe thorough rest of mind and body it to rTokio! where I was about to present ln “e S2“d»e 1 âmuamtances I hive W husband. He came home one day
stripes and space-eneirclmg hoops after The pair had been gone several min- f y service to my Baper I must start would give him, and his attendant was ]f t’Q the Jap War office for the b”î’ „L a'mî!L oit a “d i am at the and 6aid* we are rich; and the next, he

, fashion of. the day. wU ntes before I xecovg^d my mental bal- at once (I tberefore" seriously thought very anxious that he should keep to the ^SttT “ermits to take me to the “adf whom you faid* we are poor. This Maloney mine
it was in a rich we l-rounded tone-not ance aud awoke to « realization of the the matter over. ship and land as little as possible I f t a small crowd of charming Uttle L1™ 72Î? I hope esteem ” looks well, but who can be sure? When
with the nasal drawl which we hear so fact that I was a Young fool who had j was mending slowly but surely. The was, therefore, asked to dissuade him .j irl in tbeir meetly pretty native «well"’ she ^aid “come by all 'tlme here I thought that if I found
much when across the line and which sold himself (perhaps to the devil) for journey was easy enough, for I could from a journey up toe Irrawaddy to faitumes were awaiting her arrival As ̂ l e y the man with the shares I could get
some Victoria school-girls and boys seem a few empty compliments and a peep ,ie ou my back for at least three weeks Mandalay which he was very keen upon th fmln’ little lady approached her sis- <r?a l a j brln„ AIr Barclay with *hem for a song. I may yet, but my
to delight m imitating in spite of the ef- into the deep well of an artful woman s o£ the tfme. and it Wonld take a full doing. I pointed,out to him the risk that ters thev all kowtowed to her with the me? TTe il verv ourtv "and very mis- dear chlId tells me that he has seen
forts of their teachers, taken all m all blazing eyes. I was inwardly cursing montb to get there. The long trip might, he might run in picking up fever, as he, Lreatertawe ^ Atfirst Iimagined that SableH lust think thri on a (toy Tike her« a man from Grass Valley named 
I sized toe lady up as a very presentable Cupidity white paçmg up and down ® aaI, |e the m ,f0 fie^ me »„ toey musMrresittibly go into parSysms S e ha! nowhere to go but to an Barclay who is a friend of that share-
person. Having explained to her in re- the floor 0f the “den” when I heard a once mQ^e 1 felt that the editor of my . .«.V, Vs» ! of uneontrollahle laughter at the absurd hotel” holder, and," she, added, bitterly, “per-
sponse to an mqm^y that the editow » timld kn0ck at the door. In response paper mu6t not know of my trouble, or >A \^>so little güy moving towards them; but no, she considered a moment before j'aps he has got ahead of me. I must see
— said that si e would call again ana t0 my invitation to come in a young . i)t b thin kin g of sending a man • «\f VV ' efc-1 tb__ ™„re simnlv wonderstruck with the ronlvim*- then she sa hi “No do not the man at once and make him an of-as ss&ssa ssmpss. rsrMtt SHSEEHr SŒ&Jè&ù** - % F?F”“F—-
"IpBmvkæss-» FSB *t s£H z ±s ss as* «æiwaisw ssurastis?snsrs&si ..i «ri aaunss s«p."s E?tssFin”-w-*-'FiwS va’» to. ».d,- „,d. “■=!„. ,.o wm ÿtftfrift'»'*? ÆfzéÊÊgSÈËÊÉÿ istÉ'siv-S’Œ ttssrss.’ri “ Fvr w%r>ùSffiyjPriPi6‘My business is of importance and can- pose,” she said timidly. “I have Lre ^““Li^ernool7 au^once^m boar? the ||1 thUS moved to admiration, the back of an Indian to the <orbes eyas “Am I, then, too late?”

w0Mdeoaras waeU”BUt 1 “ W 1 &t J<>U a f‘?aVed ^7 thought “It’s an ode 'White Star liner I played the invalid till jwW ! ,IHow beiutifui! What a sweet toque! I followed and received a warm wel- Fo‘r^L.that is'the man’s name-kni!ws
T aAnreif toe ladv that I should be rJ nii' lrf ’ 1 reached New York. ^ VÆMm < UvM ' how becoming that feather is; and those come from toe father and mother, who pf^hisfaood fortune a?d I do not beUeTe

<ri„!i in any wav Thanking °“T iv. ef inietrv” she continued, We arrived at the terminus ui Van- S 'T ; puff sleeves, too”—it was the year of were superior people and gave every ( w'0uld sell now at anv price ”
^e Jhe béton »™\S, OuC^’lf v«"ll 3 couver just within a few minutes of , , J8 m balloon sleetos-“how angelic!’’ j evidence of having seen better days. “Vhe woman gLod at me with the

‘Wly name is Madame Fabre, my bus- and ^nd ft WOrthy a place in your schedule time, though our train had been J' Tlie rustle of her silk skirt paralyzed (The interior "was 9J19 y . ^man concentrated hate of a thousand furies,
band who was French, is dead-died in PaDer I shall be glad to write more, on a six days’ journey. The good ship wSfëZl them wltb dellSht as she tried to sweep but there was only one cha r. A small Her great eyes no longer bore an ex-
Somia I am a Russian. In Russia ?Mt is wwth paying for I shall be glad the Empress, with steam up, was wait- the ground in the orthodox manner of kitchen stove at which the sick man ession f pleading tenderness—they
I am a crinces? (She paused as if to “ !t is worth paylng ror i s a g ing for us, and within a short time of her European kind, and she was at last sat was the only means of wannth ^eemed t0 giiutpulld e;pan(l and to shoot
w-itc-h tie impression her announcement todfp? haL trembled as she produced our arrival left her moorings and moved If O Rffl 11 .hustled in triumph out of the station There were no carpets and, if I was not tierce tiames Ivom their depths. They
had made ) Heto I am a mere nobody- th,”nL out into the vast Pacific Ocean, making g, «S-Jfe- W WWW J' and hurried home to her other friends mistaken the bed coverings were scant U(> louger charmed- they terrified me!
only Madame Fabre. I married my bus- I thanked her and telling her that I for. Vancouver, the isle of perpetual — ' „ M. ) and relatives, to delight them with her The evidence of extreme Poverty wa blow 1 wished I had left toe door open.
lmnd in France, wé came to California. ^Vd look it over she vrithdrew. I N>ring Is there a more lovely island ___^ } newly-acquired manners and Parisian everywhere manifest. I «ever felt ..Ab!” she screamed. “I see it all. I
IWp had much money and my husband , d llot he]B contrasting the first with anywhere in all the seven seas, or a fashions. . meaner in my life, as I accept have been betrayed—sold out. You have
went into ouartz mining at Grass Valley. Î? ln^t visitor The one had attracted T>lace inhabited by more loyal. Earl^ J- ^ ! I had very little difficulty in getting ed the blessings that belonged to the kroi-eil my confidence.”
He did not understand the business at ?® b be artful and flattering tongue, Victorian, drowsy, slow, hut delightfully ~ • ■* - n> J the necessary passes to permit me to other man. Mr. * orbes, who was too «*£ bave done nothing of the kind. I

We lost everything. Then he died S® skillfnl use of her beautiful eyes hospitable Britishers in all His Ma- c ’ start for the front, for 1 knew young ill to sit at the table, reclined on a have never repeated to a soul what you
fan,I she drewTlace hlndkerehief from tb®, The nre!sure of her hand on my jesty’s colonies? We called at this "XThe Fienchmnn. ■ Prince Komatsu when a naval student rude lounge near the kitchen stove Just told me."
her reticule and pressing it to her eyes . p ' The otber by the modesty peaceful, evergreen, flowery isle to take in London, and a letter to him made as dinner was being served there came -Then who could have done it?” she
sisrhed deenlv.) Alas! Yes, Emil passed J??al„_ demeanor The timid shyness off the mails, and then stood on our di- was not in the best of condition, and the most things easy. However, at the last a knock at the door. It was opened exclaimed, bursting into a fit of hy-
from me and is now, I trust, in heaven. }th wbipb sbe presented her poem had rect course for far-distaut Japan. monotony of the slow journey up river, moment I was considerably delayed in and there stood Barclay. stericai tears. T have come all tins
He left me a mountain of debts and one hf my fanPY j looked at the piece. One morning, when I was able to walk which I had made myself when we took procuring a servant-interpreter. The boy 1 have come, he Jald* tfasJ?i y®“ way to secure the property and now 

‘Bertrand a good child, as good as ^or! not but what the sentiment the deck, a smart-looking passenger of over toe country in 1886. who applied to me was a bright, keen- to take me m. I cHnnot tot my dinner fiml tkat l am too late Shame- shame!”
gold, verv thoughtful and obedient. May there and toe ideas were good, bat short stature, with large blue eyes, rath- I found that I could not have hit upon looking lad from a club in Tokio. His aI®“® ,at Btb®ln^A?®J.‘ Tnomtine%o me) i. 1 Ai i?611 y0«’*fc Baro ay 18 rea y 
I call him in? He awaits your permis- they were not W611 put. As prose it er a heavy moustache and close-cropped a more unfortunate theme .than that of ambition was to see his countrymen ®y °°ly a?A“fi^fufCFnrt>ei wifi forgive bere"a-?e knew of the strike as soon as
siou Without” would have been acceptable, but as, beard came up to me and said: “I V the British annexation. tight, aud be was also in hopes of killing aAin ^ to! ™rnYnJ Is! Ill ï,ou dld- , ¥?, 18 1,n.J°':e w,ltb, M,s8

I reulied “Certainly,” and stepping to TerSe ;t was impossible and was not lieve you are Mr. Villiers? I thought ‘Ah! it is for that very reason I must a few IChinamen himself. Fy }b«nkfn\" f * 8 * AÎ bff aud ,foowA tbe fa™ly !’ere .?®
the door she called ‘Bertrand! Bertrand! worth anything. 1 would introduce myself, for I was at go, and his large blue eyes sparkled as “When can you come?” said I. T will ” cried the old eentleman .f,1 tbem the good news. He is with
mv child come hère, and speak to the WOrt11 aUym ° _____ _ one time in the same profession as your- he said: “I have been looking forward “At once," said he. ‘T-nm? to and llfu” the man at this moment ”
eentleman ” . nhri«tmaa nav It and I Relieve for the same paper, to that very journey for sometime. You I “Excellent,” thought I. and fnro-Pt nur differences” ^Im* slie cried through her
8 I expected to see a bov of five or six The next victoria the -Graphic. My name is Gburchill.” know, Villiers, that Burmah wag my In three days I had succeeded in get- sh.^e ia,ld^ a entered and we ate our se^ . . .
vears x^arin- cmTls, in‘short trousers, was my first Christmas ^in Victoria. Yes, I remembered .Ivord .Randolph great political baby. It was through me tiug my passes and a servant. There 1^dinner in one of the bed- I Jeft the woman plunged^ in a state
a beaded jacket and fancy cap, who 1 (Business was sAusp.^nded'. ^ • Tront of was commissioned by my late paper to that the country was annexed, and there- was one little hitch in the final proceed- 5* sTf wfls 1fl:d on the kitchen ?f deep despair. I told her son that
would take on my knee, toy with his were closed. At Jhat time in front of lSouth Africa for their new illus- fore I feel it my duty to- see it. I must ings which -I had not anticipated, aud nnon wîdch 1 tab?e cloth s eut by S? shofïld g0 v up®ta^ and attead ^
cur!s ask bis name and age and give every business house there were wooden *rated jourllal- tbe Daily Graphic. We and wiU go.” thit was to get my precious boy out of ?^letbTri,tto! hosts at the hôte! was |j‘s m«F,e?h a“l u
him a “bit” with which to stuff his verandahs or shed^. î.,.^ . -h onter often chatted about those adventures iu Poor fellow! he carried out his project, the country. Four -fthole days were * d 8 There were napkins a big 0°^?^* evd?emint ffo?
youthful stomach with indigestible sweet- the sidewalks On! might South Africa, and sometimes when he and saw something of the huge slice of spent on this little matter, in which turkey and^îafet and champagne and a cla! had told thJm ali ZZ already toey

mejfaS'u d?l|dKeT,.??L'l r?>r'hen VV'tread a walk along any of the down-town streets MMST < TlT IU" irf? _HL , || . ,- T]] J LJ.T- HJ" "I * real, live, polite little Frenchman to were arranging plans for returning to
ceded by the noise of a . y and be under cover all the way. They HP I »î ftlïB M, l| (./ j rT“ 9 I carve and wait. Barclay and I sat on California and taking steps to reopen
huge youth of *®°*1faeJ®^eg “’y*®8 a -were ugly, unsightly constructions and I V&* ,*ft W % f ' L - 1) ‘ I the bed. Mrs. Forbes had the only tbe property,
and taller than myself, ana smoking wn trod ponstant warfare against them " ■ " r-rl II " ■ * -1’— Vi.o 010*01- o/>nnmod - W ^ ,
cigar, appeared at the opening and in a joined tbe aldermanic board and
deep gruff voice that a sea captain or a » 1 the passag<, 0f an ordinance
militia commander would have envied, £b?j” Compelled their removal. Along 
asked— these verandahs on this particular

“Did you call, mamma / Christmas morning evergreen boughs
“Yes, my dear child,” she sweetly re- werg placed and the little town really 

sponded, “I wish to introduce you to this presented a very pretty aud sylvan ap- 
gentieman.” pearance. After church I went to the

The “child” removed his hat, and I office and from the office/ to the Hotel 
noticed that his hair was cut close to de France for luncheon. Ihe only 
the scalp. Having been duly introduced other guest in the room was a tan, 
at my request he sat down in my chair florid-faced young man somewhat older 
while I took a seat ou the edge of the ,tban myself. He occupied a table on 
editorial table, which was very rickety tbe opposite side of the room. When 1 
and would scarcely bear my weight at gaVe my order M. Sere lemarked. All 
the present day. the regular boarders but JouJ’.^e

The parent gazed at her son fondly luncheon and dinner with their 
for a moment and then proceeded: friends. -Why not 7°n { iiottûw

“Bertrand’s foi-tuue was swallowed up “Why,” I replied, with a quaver iu 
in the quartz wreck; but he is very sweet my ,0iee, “the onlv families that 1 
and very patient, and never complains. fcn0w are dining with fnends of tneir 
Poor lad! It was hard upon him, but own, whom 1 do not know. I feel more 
be forgives all—do you not, dear?’ homesick today than ever before in my 

“Yes ” rumbled the “child” from the ];fe aud the idea of eating my Christmas 
pit of his stomach; but the expression dinner alone fills me with melancholy 
that flitted across his visage made me thoughts.”
think that he would rather have said The man on the other side of the 
“No,” had he dared. , room must have overheard what I said

“That being the case I will now ex- for he ejaculated: 
plain the object of my visit. As I have “There’s two of a kind, 
said we have lost everything—that is to similar fix. I have no friends here—at 
say. our income is so greatly reduced least none with whom I can dine, tsup- 
thàt it is now a matter of not more thau pose we double up? ’
$1.000 a month. Upon that meagre sum “What’s that?” I asked, 
my dear boy and I contrive to get along ‘"Why, let us eat our Christmas din- 
by practising toe strictest economy con- ner together and have a good time, 
sistent with our position in life. Natur- (Here’s my card and here sa letter of 
ally we wish to do better and then go credit on Mr. Pendergast, Welle, Far- 
back to Russia and live with the nobility, go’s agent, to show that I am not with- 
1D0 we uot, Bertrand?” out visible means of support.

“Yes ” rumbled the “child” from his The card read, “Mr. George Barclay, 
stomach again, as he lighted a fresh Grass Valley.”
cigar “Why,” I said, “you are from Grass

“Well. now. Mr. H..” toe lady went Valiev. How strange. I saw tea MO- 
nn. “I want an adviser. I ask Pierre pie yesterday—a lady and her child —
Maneiot at the French Hotel and he tells •••ha claimed to have come from Grass 
me to see liis partner, John Sere: and Valley.” ,
Mr. Sere tells me to go to the editor of “Indeed,” he asked; “what are they 
the Colonist. I come here. The editor like?’ _ .
is ill. I to back to Mr. Sere and h- “The mother says she is a Russian 
says, see D. W. H.; be will set you all princess. She calls herself Mmei Fabre

t
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spread. There were 
turkev nnd claret and champagne, and
real, ‘live, polite Httle ^------ u-------
carve a ** ""
the bed. . ,
chair. Johnnie nnd his# sister ocmipien Mise Forbes received me with great 
the hamper. Before eating Mrs. Forbes cordiality and the mother announced 
said grace, in which she again quoted t^at giri and Barclay were engaged 
the passage from scripture witn which to be married, the father having given 
I began this narration. Oh! for a catch- conS€nt at once. The fond mother 
no meal it was the joiliest I ev»r sat that she regretted very much that
down to and I emoyed it. ns did ail j1-er daughter would have to abandon
the rest. Tdttle Johnnie got two help- |ier literary career which had begun so
ings of tnrkev and two helpings of augp|ciously through my discovery of 
Tvnddiug end then he was allowed to Fin ue latent taleet.n little champagne when the toasts to ner Iateni

:

I

ClU yriîi 1 V )

\i.+■ a little champagn» when the toasts to j looked at Barclay before I replied, 
the Oneen and ti'e father and mother Hig face was as blank as a piece of 
and the voting and ris’mr noetess or the widte paper. His eyes, however, danced 
familv wero offered. -ToliriTMe ^ -n Mg head as if he enjoyed my predica
tes sted and nt to bed m fSellies ment »

j N^xt earns mv turn to sav a “yês,” I finally said. “Mr Barclay 
fevr words response to a sentiment ^ag mucb to be answerable for. I shall 
-hieh the old <rentieman snoVo t^ron-b loge Q valued contributor. -Perhaps,” I 
tho onen door from hi= nosltion t ventured, “she will still continue to 
VïfohoT,. nnd mv resnon«o abounded in from California, for she possesses
F^ifjeSoo^ fibont +^e buddm" genr^ er eticflI talent of a high order.”
♦he dfivgh^er of th® honse^o’d. “j shali gladlv do so,” cried the young
T e->Vod Brreliv to Me feet. in.dy,” aud without pay, too. I shall
TvntSpd mo until T f°lt ”VV p” npvor forget your goodness.”
en^ relieving mr sonl of i*s weight or j heard a low chuckling sound behind 
guilt, but T didn’t. had T done so me wag Barclay swallowing a laugh, 
the whole affair wonld have been spoiled.

* rt A
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Th*>v went away in the course of a 
Barclay and I reached onr quarters few days and we corresponded for a 

at the Hotel de France about midnight, long time; but Mrs. Barclay never ful-
•We were a pair of thoroughly happy filled her promise to cultivate toe muse;
mortals, for had we not, after all, nor in her eever.il letters did she refer
“dined ont,” and had we not had a to her noetical gift. Perhaps her hus-
royal good time on Christmas Day, baud told her of the pions fraud 
I860? urnoticcd upon her on Christmas Day\

The morrow was Boxing Day and But, whether he did so or not, I
none of the offices were opened. I saw have token the liberty, forty-three years 
nothing of toe Princess: but I observed after the event, of exposing toe part 1 
Bertie, the sweet “child,” as he paid took in toe deception and craving for^ 
frequent visits to the bar and filled him- giveness for my manifold sins and 
self to the throttle with brandy and wtoVedne=ses on that “fcasmu. 
water aud mm and gin and bought and Wbat hemma of the Russian nnneees 
paid for and smoked the best cigars it with the pretty manners, the white 
two bits each. As I gazed noon him hands end the «ne’’rutin" eves and the 
the desire to give him a kicking grew <■-»- “-told" "«riie? -rW were back 
stron-er. -*• rt»ass T-nji,» almo«t as «eon as

Bv appointment Barclay and I met in Rorbe« a«d B«rday "ot thare and from 
a nrivate room nt the hotel, where he «uv oorre*n«nden-e. T len'to th-ttv 
unfolded his plans. , r’---ed in the prosnenty of the Maloney

“You must have seen,” be begun g1«t;tp f'ud tb nt. Mm0. Fabfe ftnu her 
“that Miss Forties and I are warm t„ Russia »i
friends. Our friendship began six her noble kin.

I’m in a

we

My Hotel at Hiroshima.
flgnred the Japanese War Office, For
eign Office, the Home Office, and the 
local police. It was not only the ques
tion of the boy aud myself, but also hie 
father, his sister, and a third person 
figured in toe transaction. And the 
third person was evidently the most im
portant of the whole four. He was to 
ue responsible for the boy’s good be
havior to me and tbe authorities. If t}ie 
boy fell sick, or was killed, this person 

also liable of any substantial loss

found himself not quite equal to going territory—a country larger than France 
on deck he would send for me to his —be had been directly instrumental in 
cabin. Poor fellow! after about a adding to the British Empire. But, as 
quarter of an hour’s conversation the was feared, the strain was too much 
trouble from which he was suffering was for him. He was seized with transient 
always apparent. He wonld then begin paralysis of the left arm, and eventual- 
to stutter, aud rapidly become incohep- iy arrived in London iu a semi-comatose 
.ent. His vigilant medical attendant state, (from which he never ralliecL 
wpuld knock at the cabin door, a signal The majority of passengers on board 
for me to leave. In spite of his illness were Japanese students returning to 
he would always insist on being smartly their country on account of tbe war, and 
groomed, and was most particular about I was able with their assistance to pick 
his 'beard being trimmed. He told me up a little of their language, so that 
confidentially one morning that his valet when I landed I was quite able to in- 
was no ordinary mortal, but a past-mas- quire my way “ about. There was one

was
among

(Continued on Page Eight.)
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