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LEARN TO THINK.

Every intelligent man who has done
much work in an election campaign
must have come to the conclusion that
electors need to be taught how to think.
The questions before the people are often
intricate, requiring to the proper under-
standing of them a good deal of infor-
mation and considerable power of
thought. The elector whose mind is
untrained and whose knowledge is scan-
ty finds it impossible to come to a con-
clusion which he considers satisfactory.
¢ Who,’’ says a cynical bystander, ‘‘ ex-
pects the bulk of the electors to think?
They must more or less blindly follow
their leaders.”” But which of the many
leaders that offer to guide them are they
to follow? There are many leaders each
of whom tries with might and
main to get the crowd to follow him.
It requires some power of thought to
choose a leader, and the elector who
cannot think and who will not think is
quite as likely to choose the wrong
leader as the right one.

And there are many electors who
honestly try to find the leader who
has reason and right on his side, but are
unable to do so because they are unused
to the work of thinking. The arguments
of the different leaders, instead of en-
lightening them, confuse them. Now
they believe this disputant to be right,
and now that. They come to a conclu-
sion to-day which to-morrow they see is
unsound. What they were certain about
yesterday they doubt to-day, and it
is as likely as not that before election
day comes round they fall a prey to some
plausible smooth-tongued demagogue
who prevails upon them to vote against
their own interest and that of the com-
munity to which they belong.

Can this be avoided? Must an elec-
tion campaign be on {the part of the
voter a political variety of the game of
blind man’s buff? Must the “elector be
continually groping in the dark? We
are reluctant to believe that this must
be so. Is not the system of education
that prevails almost everywhere to

large, making a toial of 894. The Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Territories are
also represented in the Conven-
tion, 8o all told the Conven-
tion consists of 918 members. The Dem-
ocrats vote by states. ‘‘ Their theory,”
the Argonaut says, ‘“is that the unit of
representation is the State; that a State
convention has the right to instruct all
the delegates to vote as a unit. In 1884
all of the 72 delegates from New York
were polled solidly for Cleveland al-
though one-third of them were bitterly
opposed to him. The Republican party
does not accept the State as the unit, but
the congressional district. An attempt
was made in 1880 to introduce the unit
rule at the Chicago National Convention
in the interest of Grant, but it was
voted down. Another rule in the Demo-
cratic National Convention is the * two-
thirds rule.’ No candidate can be nom-
inated who does not receive at least two-
thirds of the votes of the delegates. This
arose in the ante-bellum days when the
Southern delegates demanded that
they should have a veto power on nom-
inations by the North, fearing its in-
crease in population.”

These rules are submitted to volun-
tarily by the different 'parties. They
have, nevertheless, all the force of law.
Party organization in the United States
is made more complete than itis in Can-
ada, and party discipline greatly more
stringent. Itis very seldom that indi-
vidual delegates rebel against the major-
ity of the Convention. The other day
at St. Louis the Silver Republicans left
the Convention in a body before the vote
for the candidate was taken and it may
be that the gold men will refuse
to act with the silver men in
the Democratic Convention if the
party platform does not please them.
We have not heard that they threaten
to do so, but it is difficult to see how
they can act with a party which has a
free silver plank in its platform. How-
ever, it seems impossible for the Demo-
crats to regain the ground they have
lost. They appear to be at this moment
a discredited party in the country. It is
evident that no matter how good a man
they chdose as their candidate or how
sound a platform they may agree upon

blame for the incapacity to think clearly
and systematically that so frequently
discourages the honest and intelligent
canvasser? Are the children in
our schools taught  to think
for  themselves? Cramming them
with lessons is not teaching them to

think. Making it the end and aim of |

their school existence to get marks
does not strengthen or sharpen the

they will be beaten in November next.
| The Democrats have as a party become

gives 714 delegates and 180 delegates at |off when the Tories, whom we op-|

posed, were in office than we are
now when the Liberals whom we.
voted for and worked hard for hold the
reins of power.””’ The great bulk of the'
Grits, ‘we- venture to say, will after a
little while talk in this way to them-
selves and their intimate friends, for
they will be sure to find that the fine
things they were to have and the bene-
ficial changes that were to come when
their friends were elevated to power
existed nowhere but in their excited
imaginations. They will learn by ex-
perience, perhaps unpleasant, that the
‘“ change ”’ they longed for and helped to
bring about had nothing good in it for
them.

IT IS NOT IN HIM.

‘“Dear Mr. Laurier,”’ writes an ad-
mirer of ‘the Grit leader, “give us a
strong Government.” That is precisely
the sort of Government that Mr. Lau-
rier canuot give the country. He is, to
begin with, not a strong man. He is, as
far as he is known, very much the re-
verse of strong. He has, as Mr. Tarte
said twenty years or so ago, no settled
principles. He is the weakest kind of
an Opportunist. Look at his course on
the trade question. Has it been that of
a strong man conscious of his strength?
He has made the complete circle from
protection to protection through various
modifications of free trade. Sir
Richard Cartwright is a strong man,
and if he had the country with
him would give it a strong Government.
Compare his course on the trade ques-
tion with that of the man the exigencies
of politics require him to call his chief,
Was there ever a more striking con-
trast?

Mr. Laurier cannot give the country a
strong Government for the simple rea-
son that he is a political leader without
a policy. A Government that has no
well defined policy cannot possibly be
strong. Mr. Laurier’s correspondent
looks to hi:n for an honest Government,
Mr. Mackenzie was a strong man. He
had a will of iron, and he could pur-
sue the course which he believed to
be the right one no matter who
opposed him or what obstacles
stood in ‘ his way. Yet we
have his own word for it that it required

| utterly discredited and appearances in-
I dicate that the election this year will be
las hard on them as was the election of
| 1894, when the Republicans were re-
| turned by an overwhelming majority.

| THE STRUGGLE FOR OFFICE.

We infer from our Ottawa correspond-

reasoning powers. Education for exam- |

all his strength of mind, of principle and
i of character to keep the Grits from rob-
| bing the Treasury. In fact the task
| proved too much for him and he broke
{down in trying to perform it. How
| would Mr. Laurier, the friend an:| sup-

porter of Mercier and his fellow-bood-

lers, act in such a position? Would he
! fight against the boodlers until both

ination will not make men and women
thinkers. Yet it is necessary in these
daps of manhood suffrage so to educate
children that when their minds mature
they will find little difficulty in distin-
guishing sense from nonsense, sound
argument from plausible fallacy. Ques-
tions of very great importance come
before the people for decision : questions,
indeed, on which the very existence of
society depends. It is for them to say
what in the future are to be the relations
between capital and labor, what is and
what is not the legitimate work
of governments. It will be theirs
to decide whether property in
the future shall be secure or whether
society shall be turned upside down in
the effort to find some short cut to ease
and prosperity.

It may be said that uneducated people |

should not be invested with political
power. It is too late to talk about that
now. They have the power in our own
nation and in many other nations, and
it is now for the men who can think and
who do think to regulate matters in such
a way that the political power possessed
by the masses shall be used for the

benefit of the _nation and not for its in- |

jury. A very wise man—considered by
many the wisest man of our age—has
said *‘ that no government can be wiser
than the average of its component con-
stituents. Nay, that no government
can go beyond the point indicated by
the average wisdom of the citizens by
whom it has been elected.”’

| ent’s telegram of yesterday that there is J i)‘?dll);l alr_m men;;l hez.xl]th fal]?d s
| 2 good deal of dissension within the Grit| ‘' ¢ 8 ?‘ ; vsee. © ,“.’ll be: $ried, and
} party relative to the division of the | that sorely, for.the (r'rltS arfz as hungry
' spoils. Mr. Laurier does not find it very J‘ fmd is‘unprfngl}).]ed In 1896 as they were
. 5 . |1 1876, Ifitisin Mr. Laurier to give
easy evidently to satisfy his supporters | ..
in the different provinces as to who shall } th_?lDomlmc:n & zt_r;ng Goverm'neqt he
represent them in the cabinet. Thiswas| " ' P rove; vt;ry lb ereut:, T pwer
to be expected. The Grits have been so | t° W.h at' © ag; been in. opposition:
long out of office and have been so ex- | L@Urier is supple, but not strong.
ceedingly hungr).r for. place' that they THE CONSERVATIVE
have formed an inordinate idea of the OPPOSITION
advantages to be derived by individual ek
party workers from the accession of their| We are glad to see that defeat has not
party to power. Grits who see, or think | discouraged the true Conservatives of
they see, a seat in the Cabinet within the Dominion. They are in good spirits
their reach ‘are naturally a good deal | and are waiting with amused expecta-
excited, and exceedingly jealous of those ‘ tion to see what use the Grits are going
who consider that they also have claims to make of their victory. They are
to the coveted place. We undertake to gratified to observe
say that when Mr. Laurier has definitely | supporters of the Government that is
settled who are to be his colleagues in |soon to be are bound to permit as few
the government he will have made quite “ changes of policy as possible to be made.
a number of deadly enemies who will ‘ They smile good-humoredly when they
not be appeased by sweet speeches and | observe the change that has come over
flattering attentions. ‘‘Hell hath no | the Grits with regard to the trade ques-
fury,” the poet says, “like a woman |tion. The sheriff with a search warrant
scorned.” If he knew much about poli- | could hardly find one honest, practical
ticians, their ambitions, their aspira- free trader among them. The men
’tions, and their jealousies, he would i who were perpetually talking about
|bave su bstituted for the last four!| free trade and  the wonderiul
words of the line ‘like a partisan {advantages of a tariff for revenue only
slighted.” There will be heartburn- have disappeared as if by magic. The
ings and bitter revilings among men who expect to bear the responsi-
the leading Grits, and the feeling | bility of office in a few days talk sooth-
which causes them will not be the less| ingly about tariff changes. They are to
fierce and acrimonious because dis- be brought about gradually and in such
cretion [requires the discontent to be for|a way as to hurt no one’s business.

|a while, at any rate, concealed. | This is what Mr. Laurier said in Mon-

thar the sgensible

what they are doing paying the
Conservative Government the high-
est possible  compliment. They
all talk as if they could sgee
nothing to reform in the policy which
the present Gove-nment and its imme-
diate .predecessors have been pursuing.
It is therefore no wonder that the de-
feated Conservatives are in good heart
and that they take a cheerful view of
the course which as a loyal and active
Opposition they are to pursue.

The Montreal Gazette is pleased with
the prospects of the Conservative party.
In its issue of the 27th it 8ays: |

The outlook for the Congervative Op-

position could not well be better. The
party will be homogeneous. The ques-
tion that divided it when it was in power
has been taken out of its hands, by tle|
people whose interests it sacriﬁm-«l‘
itself for. The Manitoba scho..l |
difficulty with all its ugly features |
is now Mr. Laurier’s. He has the |
choice of displeasing such of his Quebec |
followers as are sincere in their desire to
aid the Manitoba minority, or of break-
ing the alliance with the McCarthyites,
which enabled him to win so many seats
in Ontario. Mr. Greenway’s refusal to
melt before his sunny ways will force
him to choose one of the evils. The |
Conservatives have but to stand together
and they will not only hold their own,
but will gradually win back their old
strength. There 'was no popular con-
demnation of the principle of tariff pro-
tection in the result of the. election of
Tuesday last. In the Province of Que-
bec, where Mr. Laurier has the whole
of his majority, the industrial sentiment
of the people” is protectionist. Liberal
candidates who won by so large majori-
ties as Ald. Prefontaine and Ald.
Dupre  recognized this in their

Eggsacth; .

Eggspected eggsample of eggstortion ¢
bitant eggspanded eggspence eggssmntggs[}:.
tractmg{eggslhnusllve eggsistance, eggshib)tg
eggsceptional eggscess.  Eggselusive
cash—hard boiled, SRESNIvelY or

Granulated Sugar, 191bs., §1.—
Al will not ferment your jams,
English Ale, pints, 10 cents,
English Ale, quarts, 20 cents,
Dublin Stout, quarts, 20 cents,
Lime Juice 25 cents a bottle,
Claret 25 cents a bottle.
Ontario Cider 25 cents abottle,
A large Stock of Fruit Jars,
Prices boiled down and sealed
air-tight—65 cents a dozen.

' Dixi H. Ross & Co.

IMPENDING STRUGGLES.

Difficulties in the Way of the Im-
perial Government—Princess
Maud’s Trousseau.

Colliery Strikes in Prospect—Bitter
and Protracted Debate on the
Agricultural Rating Bill.

Loxpow, July 4.—The wedding of
rrincess Maud of Wales to Prince

speeches. There are cropping up in|

show that the senfiment in the other |
provineces is protectionist also. A can-

strikes deep. The announcement that
a burned-out pork packing establish-
ment will not be rebuilt till it is seen
what Sir Richard Cartwright will do
with the tariff, is another of the same
kind. There will be many such argu-
ments before "the Liberal Finance Min-
ister delivers his budget speech, and
their effect will not be overcome bv fool-
ish screechings at *¢ tariff robbers,”” and
equally foolish laudation of the theoret-
ical beauties of free trade, when every-
one knows that all that the Laurier
Government can give is freer entrance
into Canada for the goods of foreign

the telegrams every day incidents which | fixed for July 22.

Charles of Denmark has finally been
The Queen will at-

tend. It has practically been decided

celled order in a factory because of Mr. | that the young couple will traverse Lon-
Laurier’s success is an argument that | don while on their way to Sandringham,
strikes home to a whole community, and | in order to enable the masses to greet

them. The trousseau, which has been
prepared by various English and Irish
houses, is alinost completed; the work
has been under the personal supervision
of the Princess of Wales, who has al-
lowed a number of lady reporters to in-
spect it. The wedding gown is white
satin, with a deep belt of silver embroid-

ery, studded with a delicate design in
brilliants. The material was woven at
Spitalfields.
space to briefly describe the host of
charming costumes, adapted to all occa-

countries. It cannot secure a solitary
concession that will give Canadian goods
a better hold of foreign markets. The |

Conservatives will have not only one of |

oppositions in the history of the Domin- ‘
ion, but they will have most to hope for
in the bye-elections. They can with |
reason expect to see a gradual decline of \
the Liberal Government’s strength, just |
as they did when, eighteen years ago, a
Liberal Government, with Mr. Laurier
in it, was miedirecting the affairs of the
nation. They can look for a reversai of
public opinion sufficient to defeat such
a Government as Mr. Laurier can form,
even before the five years of the Parlia-
ment just chosen passes over.

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE.

Harriet Beecher Stowe died on Wed-
nesday last. Mrs. Stowe will be re-
membered chiefly as the author of Uncle

siong, which have been prepared for the
popular Princess. These costumes are
chiefly tailor-made, and include a bi-

the ablest, strongest and most united | B o s B S Mier  Vees

| tian cloth with narrowish skirt, having

little pockets at the hem to hold shot,

lintended to keep the dress in place.

Among the numerous hats is a leather-
hued ‘‘Tam-o’-Shanter,”” in addition
to a number of fancy straws for bicycling
and walking. There are gloves in end-
less variety, and hose of finest silk with
beautiful designs in embroidery and
open work, besides innumerable indoor
evening shoes and slippers of most deli-
cate and beautiful material. One pair
of slippers are wrought in brilliants.
The number of outdoor shoes and gaiters
is unusually large, and all leather shoes,
either Russian or kid, have thick soles
and low heels. Some of them are very
high, running up to 15 buttons for real
hard work. Each pair is fitted with
light polished boot-trees, brass plated,

Tom’s Cabin, a book of which the critics
speak slightingly, but one which did
more good and had a greater influence in
its day than the work of any other
modern writer. It is said that Uncle
Tom’s Cabin is as literature little above
a political pamphlet, that it has a thou-
sand defects; but it was read with
avidity by English-speaking people inJ
every part of the world. It creatéd a
public opinion in the United States
against slavery, which made emancipa-
tion a necessity. This weak woman, by
writing against slave-holding at the
proper time and in the right
way, did more towards abolishing
slavery  in the United  States
than the ablest of its statesmen and
the most earnest and the most big-
hearted of its philanthropists. Such a

and engraved on the plates are the arms
(and 1nitials of the bride as Princess of
‘ Denmark. The Princess of Wales,
|among other gifts, has presented her
‘ daughter with a superb circular Russian
[ cape of purple velvet, lined throughout
| with the finest sable and having a deep
I sable collar.
EXPENSIVE HURSEFLESH.

It appears that Mrs. Langtry, who ob-
jected to Mr. Enoch Wishard’s Mac-
briggs being adjudged winner of the 150
sovereigns plate on Wednesday, on the
ground that the horse had won over 500
guineas in America and was therefore
notqualified to enter for that event.
The objection, however, was ovegruled.
As a coincidence, two of the most famous
English studs sold at auction this week
and_over excited the racing world in
anxiety to obtain possession of one or
more famous horses; hence unexpect-
edly high prices were reached, and the
influx of successful speculators in the
cycling boom and African mineg, as well

work as Uncle Tom’s Cabin is above
criticism. The critics could do as little‘
towards counteracting the work which
it was calculated to do, and which it did
do, as the dwellers on the shore could]

A very clever Englishman said after a “ . E b vialeit o le i
law had been passed by the British par- | co?seq nences: ‘o © vio ol 8 rugg e‘ or
: H ide | Oftice will not be to deprive British Col-
liament granting to the people a w1de} bia of her r o i e B
extension of the franchise: *‘‘ Thesge are | .um 18 of er representation in the Cab-

our masters; come, let us educate them.””
What Mr. Lowe meant by education
was doubtless teaching the people to dis-
tinguish between wisdom and foolish-
ness, between whatis good for the nation
and what is hurtful.

THE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION.

The Democratic Convention opens in
Chicago on the 8th inst. The Democrats
are not by any means in high spirits.
The lookout is exceedingly blue for
them. They are a divided party. They
have split on the money question, and
there is no prospect of the breach being
healed. A very large proportion of them
are for the unlimited coinage of silver.
The gold Democrats, although the supe-
riors in every way of the silver men, are
in a minority and are likely to remain so.
The South and the West are for silver,
and the gold men come chiefly from
the East. It is believed that the silver
men will have everything their own way.
It is estimated that the delegates who
favor silver will number 569, while there
will be only 349 for gold.

There are twice as many delegates as
there are members of the House of
Representatives, and there are two dele-
gates at large for every Senator. This

(inet. There is reason to fearthat rather
than make bitter enemies and to con-
tinue dissension in the party Mr. Lau-
rier may consider it prudent not to make
an appointment for British Columbia at
all. If he acts in office as he has out of
office he will refrain from coming to a
decision on a difficult and unpleasant
subject as long as he possibly can;
he will be more intent upon
finding plausible excuses for de-
lay than reasons  to  justify
prompt action. The claimants should
see to it that their fight for office does
not cause the interests of the province to
be sacrificed.

# M1t is amusing to notice the impatience
with which the rank and file of the
Gritg are waiting for the resignation of
Sir Charles Tupper. They will wonder
by-and-bye whatthey wereexcited about,
The change of Government will have no
influence that can be perceived on their
fortunes. Things, as far as they are |
concerned, will go on in the old way. {
Anything good that the Government has r

at its disposal will go to others, who, of
course, did nothing to deserve it, and
they will be compelled to say ‘‘ it makes
no kind of difference to us which party |
is in power. We were, in fact, better“

We trust, however, that one of the | treal on the 26th ult. :
A great task had now to be performed

by the new Government. Agriculture
was depressed and would have 10 be
fostered. The tariff had to be modified
and the school question to be settled.
Although the question had been before
the country for six years, he did not
despair of settling that grave difficulty
to the satisfaction of the Dominion and
along the lines of toleration and of good
will.  As for the fiscal policy of the new
Government, Hon. Mr. Laurier said that
they were reformers and not revolu-
tionists, and the work ot modifying the
tariff would be gradually accomplished,
80 a8 not to interfere with the trade of
the country.

Nothing is here said about free trade
as they have it in England, nothing even
about a revenue tariff. The patient is
to be operated upon, but the surgeon as-
sures him he is not going to be hurt.
There is nothing now about applying the
remedy furnished by the Constitution
to the obdurate Manitobans to its fullest
extent. From what the coming Premier
says about his policy it is fair to con-
clude that it would require one of Sam
Weller’s magnifying - glasses to dis-
tinguish what is to be the Grit policy
from what has for many years been the
policy of the Conservative party. The
Grits, from their leader downwards, by
their cautious and very moderate utter-
ances with respect to the course they
are 1o pursue on the subjects which have
been made the issues at the polls, are
without appearing to be conscious of

towards preventing the advance of a]
tidal wave. |

Mrs. Stowe wrote another work on]
slavery, “ Dread,” which from a literaryl
point of view was superior to Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, but it was not so popu]arf
as her first work, and its influence was |
incomparably less. There was in fact |
very little left for it to do. Harriet
Beecher Stowe wiil always be remem-
bered among the saints of the earth and
the benefactors of mankind. Unlike
many other workers in the cause of |
humanity she had the satisfaction long |
before she was taken away to see the
good fruit which her labor had pro-
duced.

ILL-TEMPERED.

In the matter of Mr. Templeman’s
ministerial ambitions, his ill-tempered
abuse of the CoLon1st for publishing the
facts equals in stupidity the application
—reported to have been made on his be-
half—that the office be kept open for
him. Our correspondent at Ottawa
wired that the Times’ representative
there published Mr. Templeman’s de-
sire in the Journal, and when that paper
comes to hand in a few days the public
will have evidence upon which to judge
between the CoronisT correspondent and
the editorial writer in the Times, who ag
recklessly as untruthfully alleges that
the story was concocted in this office.

NewcastLe, July 3.—A. Wilmot, in

is dead. . ‘1
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charge of the government hatchery here, ’ embankment, and the Rost

as numerous foreign racing men, kept
the game lively. In the late Colonel
North’s best lot, Red Hand, a four-year-
old chestnut horse, realized 5,35b guineas,
being bought by Mr. Rucker, who has
made a fortune by the promotion of
bicycling companies. The total sale
produced 37,350 guineas for 54 animals.
The sale of the late Baron Hirdch’s
stud realized 47,144 guineas for 32
horses. All the great racing magnates
were at the sale; in addition to the
representatives of Marlborough, Cur-
zon, Lord Lonsdale and others, many
foreign breeders were present, seemingly
determined to secure mares, and the
succeeded in obtaining several of them.
One foreign bid was only a hundred
guineae below the selling price of La-
fleche, 13,230 guineas, though this mare
wag only expected to realize from 8,000
to 9,000 guineas. It appears that Sir
Tatton Sykes, the apparent purchaser of
Lafleche, named the price for the mare;
but Lady Sykes gave Lord Marcus
Beresford, who purchased her for Sir
Tatton, carte blanche, and now it seems
the lady’s husband persistsin his refusal
to take Lafleche. It looks therefore as
though the famous mare of the late
Baron Hirsch would be re-auctioned, in
which case Lord Marcus Beresford may
have to find the difference in price if he
fails to realize as much as he bought her
for. Incidentally, it is generally ad-
mitted that the price paid ior Lafleche
was too high. The total realized for ten
mares was 27,000 guineas.
ANCIENT ARTILLERY COMPANY,

The programme for the visit of the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com-
gany of Massachusetts to London has

een slightly modified. The trip to
Henley has been abandoned for & trip to
Windsor Castle., The reception commit-
tee to meet the Bostonians at Liverpool
on Tuesday is composed of six members
of the London compauny and a civil com-
mittee headed by Lord Colville, of Cul-
ross. On the occasion of the inspection
at Marlborough House, guards of honor
from the London company, with band
and colors, will proceed via' the Thames

It would take columns of |

the horse artillery and field batteries
will each furnish g party of twenty men
to keep the grounds at Mmlbdrough
House.

The Duchess of Marlborough continues
to be'the rage. She entertained a large
house party at Blenheim on Sunday, in-
cluding Mr. and Mre. Henry White. On
Wednesday Mr. and Mrs. White enter-
tained the Duke and Duchess of York at
dinner at their residence on Grosvenor
terrace. On Saturday Mr. and Mrs,
White will visit the Marquis of Salje-
bury at Hatfield, remaining there unti]
Monday. The United States am bassador,
Mr. Thomas F. Bayard, is to leave town
July 20 for a vachting cruise along the
coast of Scotland and to North Cape, on
Sir John Pender’s yacht.

THE AGRICULTURAL RIL],,

The parliamentary struggle over tlie
agricultural rating bill was the most
bitterly contested since the days of Irish
obstruction. Even upon the third read-
ing the opposition took the unusual
course of raising a set debate, Mr. Henrv
Asquith, who was home secretary in the
| Rosebery cabinet, moving ity rejection.
: The bill is admittedly bad and calculated

to do the Conservatives great harm at
|the next election. The urban constitu-
enciesof the Conservatives demand a re-
vision of the rules of the house, which
permit of a uyseless waste of time in ob-
struction. The only redeeming feature
of the debate was the admirable tact and
firmness of the Speaker, William Court
Gully, who did not leave the chair
throughout the night, and who in this
sitting proved himself to be a Speaker
worthy to follow Mr. Arthur Wellesley
Peele, now Viscount Peele, .

The overloading of the sessional pro-
gramme and bad management have
weakened the reputation of Mr. A, J.
Balfour as a leader. Internal cabinet
jealousies also have—something to do
with the government troubles. They
may serve, however, as a lesson for the
future. A letter from Mr. Gladstone is
published to-day denouncing the whole-
sale increase of expenditures on arma-
ments as wild, wanton and perilous, but
it fails to evokeany sympathy. The pub-
lic is more moved by a serious article
from the pen of Sir Charles Dilke,
just published, predicting that Great
Britain, single-handed, is destined to
engage in a great struggle against Ger-
many, Russia and Irance combined.
The fight, he claims, may come off at
any time within a decade, ostensibly
about Egypt, but really on account of
jealousy of Great Britain’s colonial ex-
pansion. Therefore Sir Charles urges
Great Britain to hold herself free from
any alliances which might only prove
illusive and devote herself to the cevel-
opment of her defences.

The Spectator propounds the question
as to what role America will play in such
a struggle affecting colonial interests.

Having sanctioned the acceptance of
the resignation of Cecil Rhodes, the gov-
ernment has now acquiesced in the op-
position’s demand for the appointment
of a select committee of parliament to
investigate the affairs of the British
Chartered South Africa Com pany. The
government wanted a special judicial
commisgion, and the ministers are
blamed for yielding to Sir William Ver-
non Harcourt in this matter. But the
idea is that it will probably either com-
pel the opposition to share the responsi-
bility or throw on them any blame for
the dilatory inquiry, which is ex-
tremely likely, as the ‘committee cannot
sit until next session.

The revenue returns for the first quar-
ter of the current fiscal year show an in-
crease of £1,696,000 ($8,408,000), £1,000,-
000 of which is derived from the excise
duties, indicating, it is claimed, that the
prosperity of the working classes greatly
exceeds the estimates of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach. If this prosperity is continued
on the same scale there will be another
good surplus for the government to de-
vote to defences or other objects.

The prospect of a general coal strike
in England is being discussed; the em-
ployers are trying to effect a ten per
cent. reduction in wages, and the miners

Yy |of Derbyshire and Lancashire have

already refused to acceptthe proposition.
Such a strike would have a serious effect
upon the home railroads which have
lately been enjoying a boom.

A letter was read in a police court case
on Thursday from Canon Scott Holland,
implying compromising relations with a
boy. The Canon to-day published a
letter absolutely denying every immoral
allegation suggested.

At the Persian embassy in London
the officials in charge have issued a de-
nial of the report that an attempt was
recently made to assassinate the new
Shah.

The American Theosophists started
their English campaign yesterday even-
Ing in the Queen’s Hall in this city, and
were cordially received.

The Coventry Machinist Combpany, the
oldest in the bicycle business, was to-day
sold for £250,000. It gives the share-
holders £18 for every £4 10s. share and
fifty per cent. dividend.

The recent suspensions of the English
amateur athletes, Bradley, Bacon, Dow-
ner, Watkins, Blair and Crossland, by
the Amateur Athletic Association, was
in the nature of a thunderbolt in sport-
ing circles. They were all entered for
the amateur cham pionships which were
decided to-day. It is hoped this will
purily amateur athletics in England.

THE monthly meeting of the Friendly
He_lp Association will not be held until
Friday morning, July 10. The meeting

el onians will
join them as they pass the Hotel Cecil ;

will open at 11 o’clock in room 40 of the
market hall.
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