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-gtairs, ‘and took our places at the mess-

~ _us as thankfully as if it had been polished

: ‘best are taken and ‘we rotters left? The
-~.other 'day the General (‘Brightest and best

" Hlttle ¢cemetery by the riverside, in a coffin.
I ‘saw ‘the Brigadier turn away as he blew

- of it. That was why we were so silent.

~me. . ‘What had we to do with Demi-mon-

_ Britishers, at any time. .

. wind. The candles “flamed unsteadily in *

THE STRANGE. OFFICER |
AND THE SACRAMENT

A Story of the War as Told by Rev. H. S.
Osborne, B A., B.D., in Youug
People’s Monthly.

“We were fairly fagged out, all of us,
after a heavy. day. .of. if...One by one we
scraped the thick, clinging mud off our
boots as ‘best we could, mounted the shaky

table. It was & door resting on biscuit
boxes, but we ate what'lay on-it ready for

mahogany covered with the .whitest dam-
ask cloth. The soup cheered us,up a oit,
‘but Geoffrev’s death lay "heavy on our
hearts.

“Why is it, we'said to ourselves, that the

of the: sons of the morning’ always sings
away.in my mind when I think of him),
and now Geoffrey! . We buried him in the

his nose, with his handkerchief about his
.eyes. I know I sobbed, and Wasn’t ashamed

‘““TPhe colored cartoons from La Vie Pa-
riseene that decorated the walld irritated

daines at a time. like this—ar indeeu as-

‘“The smashed windows were covered
with some stuff or other that the orderly
had picked out of the debris of the down-
‘gtairs room. It flapped to and fro in the

their bottles on the table. The Wine stood

. mntouched betore us, and the whiskey-bot-
‘! tle, though on the table too, had not been

moved.. The orderly was trying.to get a

IHE
fire going .in the grate; a fire of parquet
“fioor’ blocks from the ruined school next
.degr. It was irightiully draughty, eand
through a shell-hole in one wall came the
fitiul gieams of the Verey lights as they
rose and fell over the trenches. There w.s
an extraprdin.ry silence, broken by nothing
louder than the crack pof a rifle now and
then and the fitful noises of the wand.

“.The‘grderly had got the fire going and
was-cle.ring’ away our plates and things
“‘whena stép upon:the stairs turned my eyes
to the.door. . It-opened c:nd an officer:came
id. * We all stood up, I don’t know why, and
he held ‘out his hand’ and told’ us to carcy

on. - The orderly was just removings the 3

bread and the wine bottle when he said:

"“Just a minute orderly.’ The man put the '

bread -and the.eclaret back on the table.
The officer took a box that was in the
corner by the fire, and drawing it out, sat
down upon it.  He put his hea. in his
hands, and although not one of us knew
him, we asked no questions. We were all
silent as the grave where Geoffrey lay.
But the silence was inexpressibly sweet.
Suddenly he stood up and looked at us.

‘“ We must cheer up,” he said. ‘After
all, it’s a day’s sacrifice. < It’s a day of test-
ing.” He gave a faint gesture with his
hands as-he spoke, and I saw a great scar
in the middle of each one of them.  In the
light I thought I saw blood, and started
involuntarily. ;. ‘You’re wounded, Sir!’ I
exclaimed. He put his hands behind his
back as though to warm them. “That was

i long ‘ago’ he-answered; ‘but whenever one

of them falls, I feel the pain,’

“*When Geoffrey fell,” he went on ‘I
knew how you fellows would all feel it.’
He got up, lifted the box, and drew it up
to the taple. ‘Geoffrey’s death,” he pur-
sued, ‘wad g}sacriﬁce, Geoffrey was the only
child Ieft o his parents. Yet they aren’t
repining. - They are wondering why, but
they are satisfied that it was right for him
to die. After all, they are proving'that they
are the seed of Abraham.’

WEEKEY 'u;\;{'i‘
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‘‘We wondered what he ‘meaat; for our
Scripture was rusty. ‘Geoffrey gave up his
job at' G.H.Q. simply because’ his spirit

.. wouldn’t let him be: away from the' tore-

front, although he knew well that he was
the ‘only ‘one of the original officers lett,
and th.t barring mir.cles: his tdrn must
come. The General too’ (how was it that
he'divined our thoughts, because he w.s not
one of ours?), ‘he has asked if he might
come along and extricate things over there,
though 'his ' division w.s resting at the
time. , It is a day of sacrifice, and the be-
ginning of greater troubles. Engl.nd,’ he

“added after a pause, ‘doesn’t really under-

stand. - She. doesn’t' remember the lessons
of the past. So many of her teachers have
Leen blind. They have forgotten their his-
tory, and they worship they know not what.
For them ‘The Lord’ is a term with none of
the definite and militant meaning which it
had-to those of old. s 3
__‘““’Christ,’ he pursued, and we Wwere all
listening with intentness. ‘did not take the
sword, because it was not the day or the
time for it. i y

“He stopped and asked me for the bread.
I passed it -to him onh the vlate; and, feel-
ing ashamed that I. hadn’t thought of it
beéfore, asked him if he were hungry, add-
ing ‘It’s been so thoughtless———' He
checked me with a glance., The ‘Major
strétched his hand out for the wine-bottle,
but the strange officer turned and said in

his wonderful voice:. ‘No, thankg, not. for,

me, not yet.’ Then he chany his tone
a littlte and looking round on usaHl, He'said:

“‘But I want you all to drink. a little to
cheer you up. After all where is The Faith
today if it’s not to be found among you?
Come, let us all take a little bread together,
and remember the day of agony when the
Soldier Son died. Try to remember that
He- of Galilee was, none- other than the
Lord of Hosts, the Lord strong and mighty
in battle. Think upon the coming day
when He shall come ;in power, when- the
graves that sprinkle. all these plains shall

open and give ap their ennobled and glori-
fied dead, wnen the corrupt mstter that
made the shell of man shall at the great
Ca}l be m de eternal and incorruptible.

¢ ‘Come’—and he took the bread, and
in his strong but searred hands broke in
passing it to exch one of.us.. He got up
himself to do it. Then he poured out the
wine. into ‘a tumbler, and we took ‘it one.

from the other 2nd drank .it silently.. ‘No-

need,” he said as he took the cup from the
Major, ‘ for solemn feelings and suchlike is
there? ' The thing is to.go on to the end,
however bitter it m-y be. The Major as-
sented. ‘By George, Sir’, We’said;” ‘youlve
cheered me ap no end. But won’t you have
a little wine yourself?’ ‘No,’ he said, ‘Fm
under a vow on that head. Some .day soon,
however, we shall drink it together. if’. —

and he paused—‘if we endure to the end .

and overcome even as the Soldier Son over-
came.’
‘““He got up and walked to the fire. He

w-rmed his hands a minute, and then turn- '|*

ed and walxed round the room. He looked
at the pictures on the wall, but didn’t say
a word or move a muscle of his face. Then
the Major jumped up. ‘I'm damn sorry,
Sir, he said, and he tore down all the Vie
Parisienne eartoons. ‘There’s too much
of this sort of thidg, I know. And I know
it’s no good. He made a bundle of them
and put it on the fire.

“The strange officer turned rTound.’

. “There’s only one thing that counts now,’

he said, ¢ and that is Duty,’ as though he
hadn’t seen-the Major’s action at all. ‘And
if England does her duty she will purge
out every offending thing and iearn the
mesning of the fellowship of saints.’

“His hand was reaching for the door-
knob as he went on: ‘And I'm sure that it
will help you all to remeémber the death
of the Son as you’ve done tonight, and thut
it will help you to follow His steps. Good-

. night to all of you.’

“And with this farewell he was gone,

out into t‘he wet and windy night.”
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with the late Frank Moberly, whose
name should live while the railway
runs. Frank Moberly was one of
the titantic tigures of the C. P. R,
and these I have mentioned, as many !
more, used to meet and “talk things
over” at Flaherty’s.

Many & laugh went round .the
ample board at Flaherty's. Infrac
*jons of the game laws took place im
the big dining room too, but Fla-
herty and his Irish wit could meet,
make and break laws with a wink,
for “in-the-out-of season,” as he used
to say in his droll way, “shure the
best venison is only frogs’ legs,” and
4B “frogs legs” it went down on the
Sl menu! There was a time when noth=

ing stronger than coffee was allowed

i by a paternal act, and then the:

| “coffee” went to men’s heads; but

l they were .evel heads, as has beeni
& proved since, for, wherever you go
and find men at the head of affairs
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Phaeton:, Auto Seat ' Top Buggies,' Democrat '
- Wagons, Steel Tubulgr Axle Lumber Wags -
ons with' two'inch or thrée inch Tires, -
- Second Hand Buggies,- Democrats ;
and Lumber Wagons -fixed up

good as new ~leighs and

~ Cutters. - :

‘High Grade Repairing, Painting ard Ilplgls‘ler,ig'g'_;f hlo-
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RUBBER TIRES A SPECIALTY :
The ‘Finnetg'avv_'n Carriage & Wagon Co..

BELLEVILLE, ONT.

THE

STANDARD BANK

OF CANADA
MEAD OFFICE - TORONTO i
MONEY ORDERS issued for any
amount, payable throughout Canada,
Great Britain, and all foreign countries.

SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENT
EST’D 1873 AT ALL BRANCHBS. ue

BELLEVILLE BRANCH,

JOHN ELLIOTT, Manager,

Shannonville Office Mondays and Thursdays
Foxboss 4 P T acadays and Frida
Rodnersville *  * Wednesdays 24

HEN the Canadian Pacifi

herty’s which wouldn’t “pass’ in any

Railway was but a promise
unfulfilled, and at the time
when “Section Fifteen and “Section
B” were live spots, and the Big Men

i

i?!‘a
nidnise

and financier of the new town, Port
Arthur, were bursers of the bank,
which was “the size of a minute,” in
those historic days. )

But “Flaherty’s” hotel, - ‘“The
Queens,” it was called, was then the
rendezvous of the Big Men who were
building the Big Road. Not one of
them, no matter where he be to-day,
but will remember the “little room’
off the hall where these gigantic
minds met to discuss way and means
of the work. - That little room with
its horse-bair covered seats was a
sort of “House-of-Parliament,” there
some of the big deals undertaken
were laid out, plannea and shaped
in that little reom off the hall at

Outside In the hall, dressed h} his
Sunday best, homas O'Hagan was
waiting for “‘news.” Thomas O‘Bagn;
being the editor of “The Sentinel,
whose voice filled all the spaces be-
tween Toronto and Winnipeg in those
early days. Gentlemen, do you recol-
lect Thomas O’Hagan, who ran what
be called “The biggest weekly in all
Nawrth Amurica!” Well, if some
were to uproot old files of “the Seati-
nel,” I feel sure pickings for “Forty
Years Ago” to-day might be found.

It was at Flaherty’s I first met the
late Mr. Van Horme, even then 8
colossus of the day. Mr, Collingwood
Schrieber teoo baunted WFisgherty's.
Marcus Smith and Jas. Mingaye were

gemerally, question them and you“ll

ﬁndtboy"vorhdontbo(.‘..lj.n.m
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Co-operative
Saving

is facilitated and en-
couraged by the open-

BYARNIK
ing of a Joint Savings

OF CANADA
Account in the names

of Husband and Wife, Father and Son, Brother and
Sister, or any two or more members of the family.
Either can deposit or withdraw money at will, and
the Interest accrues to the credit of both.

Ask the Manager for full particulars.

telleville Brameh ...................... J. G Mofiat,
Picton Branch, .......... C. R Beawmish, Manager.




