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Protection from the Invafion and Ravage of a mercilefs Enemy ; and for the En-
Jovment of the Bleflings of Peace in the mid&t of a widely extended and cruel War:

It is with particular Satisfadtien I Congratulate you on the Return of His Royal
Highnefs the Duke of K¥NT to this Province inthe Chief Command of His Maje.
fty’s Forces in North America. The exalted Military Talents, the eminent Vir-
tues, and the vigileat and a&ive Attention of his Royal Highnefs to every part of
his Command, afforded the beft hope of a continuance of Safcty and Security to -
us ; while the Honour we derive from his Refidence cannot fail to Infpire the moft
refpeétful Sentiments of Gratitude and joyful Satisfa&ion.

The judicious and liberal Encouragement afforded by the Grants of Money made
by the late Affembly, for Erecting of Public Buildings, the making of Bridges, and
the Opening and Repair of the great Roads, has already produced Confequences
very bencficial to the Province 5 and greatly facilitated the interior Commerce of
the Country ; and when the whole of the Monies Voted fhall have been faithfully
Expended, with fuch further Sums as may be requifite to complete the Obje inten-
ded, the refult will Furnith, I truft, an irrefragable proof of Patriotifm ; and pub-
lic Spirit ; and rapidly forwarded the growing Profperity of the People : and, I
have great Satisfaction in adding, that the proceedings of the Affembly in providing
for thefe very important Services, have met with his Majefty’s approbation.

There is one part of the Province which has been reported to me as fufferings ex-
ceedingly for the want of Roads of Communication, and which I with particularly
torecommend to your' Confideration. A number of induftrious Settlers located
on the Eaftern Harbours from Antigonifh and Manchefter to Halifax, are at prefent
deftitute of any Communication with the Capital, except by Water. A Road open- -
ed from thence would be of the highet Utility to the Province, and tend to in-
creafe the Settlement and Population of a very valuable tra& of Country. ,

[The loffes which the Merchants have fuftained by the capture of Veflels employ-
ed’in the Foreign Trade, and ths Embarraffments to which our Commerce and
Fifheries have become liable from the deficency of circulating Money, may make it
expedient to leflen the Duties on Spirits and Wines, and the ftate of our Public
Fundsperhaps renders the prefent time the moft proper for fuch Redugion, |

I will orderthe Public Accounts te be laid before you, together with the Eftic
mates for the enfuing Year ; and fuch other Papersand Documents as may be ne.
ceffary to affitt you in tranfacting the Bufinefs of the Seffion ; and you may rely on
my Co-operation in all Meafures conducive to the common Weal.

On Motion, ordered, That Mr. Robie, Mr. Wilkins, and Mr. Morris, be a Coms
mittee to prepare an Addrefs in Anfwer tohis Excellency’s Speech. |

The Houfe then preceeded to the Choice of Officers, when

Mr. Fames Bontineau Francklin, was chofen Clerk,

The Reverend Robert Stanfer, Chaplain.

Mr. Adolphus Vieth, Sergeant at Arms, and

Mr. Fobn Nevil, Meflenger. ,

The Clerk took the ufual Qaths. o

Ordered, That Mr. Robie, Mr. Wilkins, Mr., Millidge, Mr: Tonge, Mr. Morris, Mr.;
McMonsgle, Mr. Tayler, Mr. Northup,Mr. Lufy, Mr. Fulton, Mr. Allifon, Mr. Crane,
and Mr. Tborne, be a grand Committee of Juftice, o

Ordered, That Mr. Cochran, Mr. McMonagle, Mir. Mortimer, Mr. Chipman, and
Mr. Tayler, be a2 Committee for examining the publick Accounts Jointly, with a
Committee of his Majefty’s Council, and that the Clerk do acquaint the Council
with the fame, '

On Motion of Mr. Tonge, refolved, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his
Royal Highnefs the Duke of K&, toaflure his Royal Highnefs of the Refpe®
and Attachment of this Houfe, and to congratulate him on his fafe Return to this

Province as Commanderin Chief of his Majetty’s Forces in Britifb North America.
Ordered, That Mr. Tonge, Mr. Millidge, and Mr. McMonagle, be a Committee, to.~

draw up an Addrefs to be prefented to his Royal Highnefs, on theabove Refolution.

A Petition of Michael Wallace, was prefeated by Mr. McMonagle, and read, fet-
- ting



