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CABLE and telegbabh
SOMETHING ABOUT THE NET-WORK 

OF WIRES AROUND THE WORLD

H. ,w the Work First Got » Stars In Chlaa 
-dettlng t Line Across Australie— Do
rn riptlon of the Work of Construction— 

S„me „f the Lines Mow Operating.

F i- commerce and competition which 
explain, ns a rule, the extraordinary iye- 
tem of laml and cable line#. They have 
U'vii Inid to meet the demands of buntne##, 
,mil for the most part a business already 
assure,l. Not that there are no examples 
,,f i hut admirable daring which, foreseeing 
a, liance. make# it# venture, preferring to 
create a demand rather than to follow one.

remarkable case of just such aventure 
«as the laying of the first cable along the 
Chinese shore in 1871.

Russia had finished the land line across 
Siberia—the line which, it will be remem- 
lieml. was intended to be part of the route 
s,, lung projected into the United State# by 
Bering Strait#. But the American end of 
the project had failed, and site found she 
hail an interminable stretch of line across 
lier barren steppes and now had nothing to 
attach tiie end to. In fault of anything 
lletter to do with the straggling terminus, 
it was carried to Vladivostok.

The Northern Telegtaph Company of 
Denmark saw the possibility of utilizing 
this end for a European communication 
mill China and Japan. Not tbatJL’hiria 
and Japan had expressed any desire for 
sin h a union. The wily Danes took care 
nut to ask permission, but slipped <the 
land end of their cables into shore in- In
offensive drain pipes, and quietly made 
their connotions until they had a cable 
running from Hong Kong to Amoy, Gott-, 
biff. \Vunsung, Nagasaki (Japan) and con
nu ting with the land line at Vladivo-
'I III k Sj^

When the Chinese wakened up to the pre- 
seiiee of t he cable it was too late eo object.

I hex simply professed themselves utterly 
skeptical of its usefulness and refused to 
have anyt liiug to do with it. However, 
they s,, >n had a practical demonstrattbn of 
its ca|labilities. An Oriental, more bold 
than his compatriots, resolved, to act od 
the price of rice; telegraphed dolvn-to 
shanghai from Pekin, and to buy up a 
•plant ity. He did so, and mad" a big,sutn. 
•Srm after a lottery drawing came off in 
Dekin, in which many residents of Shang
hai were interested. TLo lucky numbers 
were telegraphed down, hut the majority 
"f the holders felt it unorthodox to trust 
tu the impious Western conùrivr.nce which 
disdained time and space, two things which 
the Imperial Dragon himself had always 
respected, and they let their skepticism go 

far t lint they sold their tickets fora 
‘""g to more progressive gamblers. The 
m xt week when the recognized post ar- 
fi'ed the report of the telegraph was con
tinued. The new contrivance could not 
lune hud a more impressive advertise-
.... ,

The success of the Danish company in 
lax mg R* cable along the coast induced it
I, 1 attempt to run wires inland. It made a

of the day, tq fall on the grave of some 
Celestial ancestor. There were constant 
disputes between workmen and natives, 
and the enterprise was seriously Inter
rupted for a time. However, the conveni
ence of the telegraph became at last so 
evident to the Chinese that the Govern
ment decided to go on with the work; and 
since, even the, shadows on the ancestors* 
tombe have not prevented the men from 
setting upspoles.

It was the year before the Eastern Ex
tension carried its cable to Hong Kong that 
it concluded to go on to Australia, on con
dition that one or all of the colonies com
bined would lay a land line across the con
tinent to meet it. The offer was accepted 
by the South Australian Government. 
This colony then numbered 170,000 inhabit
ants; it was in debt heavily for railroad 
and telegraph lines In the settled parts of 
Its territory* but it bravely set aside the 
money for the new undertaking.

The work was begun early In 1870. The 
history of telegraph does not Include an
other so dramatic chapter. All but 900 or 
800 miles of the 3,000 from Adelaide on the 
South to Port Darwin, the cable termlnns, 
on the north, was through a land of either 
the worst reputation or utterly unknown, 
save from the reports of the one explorer 
who, after Infinite risk and hardship, had 
traversed it nearly 10 years before.

The expedition was to be baffled by noth
ing, however. It carted every inch of its 
wire, most of its poles, all of its suppliés, 
across a country often waterless and so 
hôt that a thermometer burst and pork 
melted in the brine. The men saw their 
cattle die of hunger and thirst. They were 
forced literally to crawl through miles 
upon miles of scrub of the most exasper
ating character. The natives harassed 
them constantly, stealing their supplies, 
rigging up their insulators as spear heads, 
to use when the native boomerangs were 
not up to the occasion, and threatening 
their finished work. The northern por
tion of the work was once abandoned, so 
hopeless did it seem. Again terrific floods 
drove the expedition entirely from the 
field. In spite of the loss and discourage
ment, the line was finished in two years 
and a half, and after October 81,1873, the 
London papers were publishing daily des
patches from Australia. On November 
15, 1873, a grand banquet was held in Lon
don, celebrating the completion of the 
work, and at it was read a telegram of 
thanks in response to one of congratulation 
which had been sent to Adelaide just two 
hours before. i________ ' _____

t “M. rasImlr-Terrler.”
President pwimir-Perier has a strongly 

developed jaw, a look of determination 
and something of the aggressive appear
ance of a bull-dog. A clever caricaturist 
took advantage of the resemblance in ap
pearance and name to portray him as M. 
Casimir-Terrier,” and the caricature has 
“caught on.” Far from lowering him in 
the eyes of the . public esteem, however, it 
has greatly increased his prestige as the 
uncompromising watchdog of the Repub
lic. '______ _

Mo Use-
Kashem—Why don’t you put a check to 

that fellow who is everlastingly dunning
Mini ^ini iK-ghmlng, "but wml stopped y°tjnker-TWhat'd lie the usef The bank 
11,1,1 !> 'nough. There are no burlji grounds l 'Lntt p^y it,—Buffalo Courier.

' liliin, each family making a sepulchre ----------- —--------
lui il* iifiui 111 h ns Its own premises, Demi 
mi' '-iiiirH are so reverenced that a shadow.

gérions Ohjeetlon.
..........   ........—  She—Do you see any real objection to

"I1" ilie grave Is looked upon as an insult t|,ew Hying pictures.
" *>" h must not Isi unused bv. Now. when He—Yes; they always are given In houses

not half big enough to hold the people 
m n * tons to see them.

must not 1st passed by. Now, when 
d" Dune* I* gan to put up poles for their 
wi"., the shadows were sure, at some time

Five Life Chapters.
Gerhardt Hauptmann’s “Die Weber” le 

said to be one of the most impressive re
presentation# of real life ever seen in Ne 
York. It takes a strong stomach to d‘ 
some of the stupendously strong 
the drama.

Yet it is a marvelous work. Play, you 
cannot call it. It is, rather, five chapters 
taken out of the book of life. Such a book! 
it makes one shudder to think that Haupt
mann has taken his scenes from nature— 
that such hanger, such poverty, such soul 
anguish can possibly exist within the, pale 
of civilization. We have, however, the 
author’s word for It that he has simply 
transplanted to the stage an all too com
mon sample of the sort of existence led by 
the Silesian peasants.

Sporting Motes.
Again Miss Rose Mosenthim has defeat

ed Tillie Ashley at St. Louis, and she Is 
now champion female sculler of the United 
States.

That was an enthusiastic gathering in 
the Broadway theatre the other night 
when iha Giants were presented with the 
Temple Cup. Gothams big nine will 
make a strong bid for the pennant next 
season. . j —

A sale-of horses in training, the prop
erty of Messrs. McCafferty & Wishard and 
P. Lord lard, took place in the paddock at 
Morris Park the other day. Judge Mor
row, a Brooklyn Handicap winner, brought 
toe rop nrice of 81,400, going to S. S. How
land. Kenwood, at one time a stake win
ner, sold for 86.

Wheeling Time.
And now the Ziegler, the California 

wonder, holds the mile flying start record, 
having clipped 3-4 of a second off John S. 
Johnson's 1.50 34 record. With the record 
at 1.60 flat it is no wonder that some por
tion bobs up and asks “What next?” •>

An Interesting Experiment.
A vessel containing a certain white pow

der fs placed upon the table, where the 
operator advances, waving his wand and 
uttering some magic words coined by him
self, when loi of a sudden the room is. 
lighted up with a brilliant light, so efful
gent that it dims the eyes of the specta
tors. The secret is this: The powder is 
competed of equal weights of loaf sugar 
and chlorate of potash, separately reduced 
to fine powder, and then well fixed to
gether. This is placed in a cup, and when 
the powder is touched with the least drop 
of sulphuric acid it will instantly burst 
into a flame. The end of the glass rod 
should be dipped in the acid immediately 
before use. y ___________

He Got It straight.
A very vain preacher having delivered a 

sermon in the hearing of Rev. Robert Hall, 
pressed him, with a mixture of self-com
placency and indelicacy, to state what he 
thought of the sermon. Mr. Hall remain
ed silent for some time, hoping that his 
silence would be rightly interpreted; but 
this only caused the question to be pressed 
with greater earnestness. At length Mr, 
Hall admitted, “There was one very fine 
nassage.” “I am rejoiced to bear you say 
wTpray, sir, which was itf" “Why, sir, 
it was the passage from the pulpit to the 
vestry."

Hard-Times Topics Tabooed.
A society among merchants and traders 

out west has been formed in which the 
members agree that they will not hold 
conversations about hard times, dull trade, 
small orders, slow collections, low prices 
of wheat, etc. The Idea is an excellent 
one. * ‘-V- a


