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KATE'S SECOND THOUGHT.
“I'm sure that was my basket,”
Esther said. '
“Well, I'm sure it isn’t,” declared
Kate. ‘1 sat mine right down by
that big stone ; and besides, I know
I bad more beiries than youn, for I
picked all the time you were chasing
that butterfly,” e i
Then there was a good deal of talk
about this same thing, which of two

baskets, just alike, save that one had
more berries in, belonged to Esther.
Roger sided with Kate, and Wheeler
thought that the fuller basket was pro-
bably Esther’s ; and Kate told him he
alwaystook Ksther's part right or wrong,
and really they were in danger, all of
them, of saying things that would need
forgiving, when Esther said suddenly :

“ Why, whats that ?’ g

“ That,” said Wheeler parting the
bushes and looking oul into the sky,
“was & olap of thunder; unusually
lond, too. e are .going to have a
storm.” -

Sure .enough, the big raindro
began to patter around them while he
spoke. Not a very hard shower, onl
the thnndﬂ: l:;ou ed unusually loud,
and the lightning was very sharp.
They stopped pickin, be::x_’eo. and
waited under ghelter of the great trees,

peeping out now and then at the pros- |
pect. )
“ Isn't it strange wth\hnndor is ?

said Esther,

“ Why, no,” said Kate; “it isn't |}

strange, I suppose. People who have
studied know all about what makes it.
I used to think it was God’s .voice.
Mamma says when I was a little bit
of a girl, whenever it thundered I would
say, Hark! God 1”

 Maybe his voice does sound a little| =
like thunder,” Roger said, thoughtfully; | |

“and maybe' the lightning is a little
like the way Jesus looked when he was
up on the moutain and shone so that
the disciples were afraid.”

Roger. had been studying his Sab-
bath School lesson, and been talking it
over with his mother just before he came
out. His mind went back to it now.

“0, you don’t think God's voice|

renlly sounds like thunder, though ?”
said Wheeler.

¥
“ Why, Idon’t know,” Roger said.

“ Bome folks thought so, you know.
When God spoke to Jesus once, and
said he had glorified his name, the
people standing around thought that
1t thundered.” '

“ Does it say that in the Bible ?”

“ Qertainly ; it's one of the references

in our lesson.”

“ I don't wonder they were afraid,”
Esther said. *

Bhe was the youugest of them, and
was always just a little bit afraid of
thunder and lightning. ‘

Kate turned and put her arm around
the little sister. When the rain was
over they went back to their berries.

“Kesie, I guess maybe that was
- your basket. Anyhow, you can have
it.”

“ No,” said Esther, “I don't feel
exaoctly sure ; and I would just as soon
you had it.” ‘ s

But Kate kissed her again, and
urged that she ought to have it any-
how, becanse she was the youngest ;
and they exchanged baskets.

‘ What made you do that ?"* Roger

asked, as they walked homeward.
“Do what ?" : LA

“Hang up the Baby s stocking,
Be sure you don’t forget :

The dear little dimpled darling
Never saw Christmas yet.”

Yes, hang it up—but what
can we fill it with? Candies
make him sick! He’s too wee
to play with toys. Well, listen,
and we will tell you How about
a Bilver Cup, a real cute little
Gold Ring, a Tiny Gold Locket,
a Silver Spoon engraved with
his name, a silver Pap Bowl, a
wee Napkin Ring, a Knite, Fork
and spoon set, the cutest little
Silver Thimbles for the girls,
and lots of other sensible things
which can be kept as souvenirs
for years to come. However,
don’t imagine that our stock is
selected entirely for the rising
generation, we are telling you
this merely to show you there
is no person, young or old,
whose interests we have not con-
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