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DR. RIGG ON AMERICAN SABBATH
SCHOOLS.

We follow Dr. Rigg with no little in-
terest, as he reports bimseM in the Eng-
lish papers. His views on a subject of.
vital importance—the aim and efficiency
of Sabbath schools—we give as extracts
from the latest Recorder which has reach-
ed us :—

In passing I described just now Ameri-
can Sunday schools. It is important to
English people always to bear in mind the
pcenharity to which Iadverted. In Eng-
land the dominant idea of the Sunday
school i3 missionary. It is to gather in
children especially from without, who need
Christian 1wstruction. This I say, is the
dominant idea in England; I-do not eay
it the only, or the invariable, or the com-
plete idea. But in America, for the most
part, no such idea forms any part of the
conception of a Sunday school. The
school is only missionary in ‘any sense—
18 unly intended for those without and be-
youd. when the cburch is a distinctively
wission church. There are such churches
in the lower parts of New York, Philadel-
phia, Chicago, and I dare say in a few
other places. But such places are few,
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This furnishing varies, rdingly, with
the quality of the congregation, '{ﬂl the
style and character of the particular
cburch. In America the Methodist church-
es in the cities have long ceased to be ter.
ritorial centres. ,There are mo circuit
limits, no geographical boundaries, within
which each church expects to gather to
itself, as a general rule, all Methodist peo-
ple, whether of a higher or lower grade in
society. In New York St. Paul's is the
Methodist church of the wealthy aud cul-
tivated ; from all parts of the city acoord-
ingly, to this church the “ birds” of more
splendid “ feather flock together.” There
are besides, tradesmen’s churches of dif-
ferent grades, and there are “ free church-
es” or “tabernacle” and mission church-
es, and, as I have intimated, mission
schools. Of course, each church has its
church parlour and its Sunday-school, far-
nished in conformity with the quality and
Jretensions of its congregation. Hence
the Sunday school room for St. Paul's,
New York, or for the surburban Methodist
church at Harlem, or for sumptuous M.
Vernon Church, at Baltimore, i3 one thing,
while those for mission purposes.are ma-
terially different. They are always, in-
deed, very comfortable, but matting su-
persedes the rich carpet, and the fittings
throughott are plain.

In respect of school and class arrange.
ment and provision, the Americans like
ourseives have very much yet to learn. 1
have not yet seen a Sunday school in Ame-
rica with more class room provision than
infant rooms and two Bible-class rooms,
and yet I bave secen some of the largest
and some of the best school roomsin the
country. It is many jears since, at Ash-
ton-under Lyne, I saw a Congregational
school for 2000 or 3000 children, magnifi-
cently arranged and appointed; to that
school there must have been a full score
of large and handsome elass rooms. I
have never heard of anything comparable
in this ccuntry. 1 am told, indeed, that
at Philadelphia there is a very fine Sunday
school, and I mean to seck it out. But

and such chnrches and schools are in
ortion very few. Except in those few
cities—and in by far the majority of cases
even in such cities—the Sunday school is
organized and conducted with no thoughbt
whatever but of the children of the eon-
rezation.
In fact the cbildren mostly stay away
frem church altzether in the morning.
Their time is the afternoon, when only for

the most part the Sunday school is held. |

“Where aie the children of these good

Christian families #” I said at Rhinebeck |
after the morning service to the eourteous |

< 1.1
and

intelligent Awmerican gentleman who

was with me; I saw none, or scarcely any |
“ A mnch to be depjored |

at church.”
Americanism!” was the reply. This cus.
tom has grown up during the last twenty

or thirty years. The children consider the

afternoon ti e r service, and they dress up- |

for that, and go toschool. They do not want
1 suppose, togo morning to church, and so
they are allowed to stay at home.” So far
has this idea gone, that I have heard the
question gravely entertained and discuss-
ed,'in a distinguished American Methodist
company, whether it would not be well for
the pastor to give up the evening preach-
iag conducting a prayer meeting instead
and give himself to the conduct of the
afternoon school, teaching a class perhaps.
but at all eveats supeiintending the
school, and delivering an address. The
idea, I find, has during the last three
years made some progress here and there.
In the fashionable Methodist congrega
tions of the large cities, the evening con.
gregation is a meagre gathering, although
m wost parts of the Union it continues
to be a great popular power. The week-
night preachings bave already ceased, but
I cannot believe that anywhere the Sunday
evening preaching will be allowed to come
10 nothing.

I was speaking, however, of the Sanday

hools.  Much has been said in England

bout the supcrior appointments of Ame- ;
Certainly English |
ols stand greatly in need of |

ican Sund iy schools.

unday-sche

remg bright-ned up; not a little of home

ts and a due proportion of

tasteiul and attractive orna-

bt with great advartage be
English S

Lem are dingy. too many are

in tkeir appointwments.

ly expect ttat they shall

" Awmerican schools, as

mtended for

different

furnish a Sunday schooti in |

v the l.west parts 0f a
: town as luxuriously as
r wouid }}4_&!'(‘.‘1_\' be a piece of
the rich carpet '
tue mirors and the flow.
lance with

f the school.

inday schools. |

the idea of due class room provision seems
to be more unfamiliar in America than in
] England.

odist Sunday schools in l.ancashire, in
| London, in Wales. excellently organised,

I know more than a few Meth- |

| the readers time with such matter but for

| and with provision for eight, ten or twelve |

| separate claes rooms; but I bave not only
Bot seen, 1 bave not teard of any such

| tor bas swang himse fclcagufull aothority,
| and bids fair to land on tb® rocks that have

| thing in American Methodis, and have |

only heard a distant, uncertain report of
one sckool of a similar character, outside
| of the Methodist Church. Altogether,
the ideas prevailing in England as to Ame-

much astray. 1 believe the science and
practice of Sunday school organization
and Instrnction are farther advanced in
| England than in America. But the Sun-
| day schools of America are, for the most
| part, essentially different in idea from
those in England.

The Sunday school at Rhinebeck close-
{ ly resembled others I had seen for middle-
class Methodist churches. It is a neat
room capable of providing conveniently
for 200 children, including infants. The
infants have a little recess at the back of
the room to themselves, which can be shut
off. The two select classes have each a
recess on erther side in a kind of transept,
but are not shut off, cannot be placed
apart. The great mass indeed, of Sunda
school teaching in the States, as far as
have seen, whether West or East, is done
on the floor of school rooms, often over-
crowded, and done 1 the old-fashioned
squares, square by square of ehildren, in
their clusses all over the room. Betier
methods, bowever, are beginning, and so
{ quick are the Americans to learn, that they
| are sure soon to prevail.

From Rhinebeck Mr. Pope went north-
wards to Canada, while I turned aside to
visit Bostop, whence I am toreturn to the
| Conference at Baltimore, and to Philadel-
{ pbia torevisit the Centennial, of which, on
| the occasion of the opening, Mr. Pope and

ish Commissioner and the American au-
thorities. had as gcod a view as could be
| obtained. James H. Rige.
Meay 17.

- b.‘_;

DR. EGGLESTON.

It will be remembered by our readers
that the celebrated author of “ The Clir-
ider,” and otker books of a simi-
life as a Methodist

ined much of the know-

Legan

< 1-3 an
his works and

1estionable notoriety

experiences and
the Western Itinerancr.
lowing which we clip from
veate's New York Let-
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r, it will be seen that Dr. Eggleston

cutral Adr

wandered considerably from

Dr.E
t1an En
longs to nothin:
pecially prides it
v ciualins

and nowhere. a1nd

if on having no creed,
witd tue orthodox

jurcl likely te _l <

' sestion a practie ntion. Oa San-

day last. the Universalist Church of All

Souls delicated their new chapel, aad Dr.

the | . . =
ing the severe storms which have passed

| over it, and the numbers which have |

rican Sunday schools seems to me to be |

|
|
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|
|
|

myself, through the courtesy of the Brit- |
| reasons,

Eggleston appeared as one of tbe promi-
nent s ers. In his address h£ eulo-
ﬁized the denomination, deprecated what
e called their persecution, hailed them as
fellow workers, and proclaimed them part
and parcel of the great hostof Orthodox
Christianity. It was announced that, but
for tK:;eviou.s engagements, both Dr. Porter
of Reformed, and Hyatt Smith of the
Baptist Oburch would “have taken part.
but we very much doubt the statement.
As these brethren, both towers of strength
among their people, with all their well
known liberality, have given mo such si
of giving up the fundamental princi
of their faith, and their absence was dve
doubtless to weightier reasoms, For the
difference between the Universalist and
the Orthodox creed does not'lie alome in
the unconditional salvation. of the entire
race. That is the least gmd of diver-
gence. The divinity of Christ, justifica-
tion by faith, together with all the issues
that cling about thess doctfines often
meet with absolute denial. Surely we may
live in and quiet with our neighbor,
share his love for sunlight apd flowers,
welcome his children to our‘%oard and
jom in festivities where no principle is in-
volved, without giving assent ts teachings
which practically deny the trush of those
which, we believe, lie at the foundation of
Christianity and the best intervests of hu-
manity. It may seem to some a yery slight
distinetion, but it calls to mind the an-
swer of the Piotestant Epi lian to one
who said there was but a sheet of paper
between the Church and the Roman Ca-
tholic. “Yes,” was the reply,” but on
that sheet the whole Bible is: written.”

caution and deliberation before ventur-
ing upon changes in our constitution,
which, though apparently in accordance
with the spirit of the times, may in
their practical working be found rather
to retard than advanee the interests we
all have so much at heart. The system
which, under Gop, has been banded
down to us by Weswey, after all the
assaults wade upon it, presents the
pieasing spectacle of a harmonious and
united ministerial brotherhood, and a
bappy and prosperous people.— Watch.-
man London.

et §

DEPARTURE OF DR. RIGG.

Rev. Dr. James H. Ri g, fraternal
delegate from the British Conference to
our recent General Conference, em-
barked onSaturday evening Jast for his
home in London. He went out in the
good ship Adriatic, of the White Star
Line, bound for Liverpool. In company
with Bishop Janes, Dr. Crawford, and
othefs, we weré permitted to say fare-
well to him on shipboard, and to wish
him a safe, speedy, and pleasant voyage,
and a delightful re-union with his home ;
friends. Rev. Professor Pope, his as-
sociate and senior fraternal delegate,
sailed about the same time from Bostor.,

Of the genial manner in which these |
distinguished brethren have mingled
with our people in social life, and of

We need not quarrel, but we must not
give up the tru&. '

Was it a natural sequence of this action
that led Dr. Eggleston, in the eyening, to
preach a sermon in defense of Darwinism ? |
At any rate he did so,.and gave*in at Jeast |
a partial adherence to the doctrine of Evo- |
lation, and made the Bible secondary to ’
the so-called discoveries of scicnee. Does
be not know that the advocates of that
that theory unhesitatingly reject the Bible,
and class it with the fab{ed books of the
sages that have passed inte oblivion ? It
would be hardiy worth while to take uvp |

|

the moral it clearly points. The good doe-

wrecked so many noble minds. The steps
are not many, not very far asunder, that
lead to the plane of a4 Deism as bare of
Christian fruit as tbat of Gibbom or Sol-
taire. Once looeened from the shére, none
can tell where the fruil baqae of mau's
inteliect wisl drift; and the only chain
that can bold it is the anthority and ereed
of ‘a Christiun church. Let us rejoize
amid all these surgings which distract so
many, that ‘‘nevertbeless, the foundation
of God standeth sure.”
June 2, 1876.

—— i~ ——————

Luozx.

The comparison of the tables with
the Minutes of Conference for some
years past reveals some interesting
facts, and suggests some important re-
flections. As we stated a fortnight
since, the number of members in
Church-fellowship with us is higher
than any previously recorded. The
highest figure ever before attained was
reachéd in 1850, when it was 358,277,
therefore the number now reported is
14,652 in advance—or about 19,000 in-

the reciprocal good-feeling which such
intercourse has begotten, we have
written in a previous number. The
appreciation by the General Conference
of the manner in which they performed
the official work assigped them is indi- |
cated by the following resolution,
which was adopted by the Conference

and suggest the propriety of great

e ————

METHODIST TABLE-TALK.

The President of the Conference is
said to be progressing favourably,
though the statemeat in some of our
contemporaries last week was most mis-
leadihg. He certainly is not likely to
resume his public labours for some
weeks, and it is to be hoped that ener-
getic caterers for anniversaries and
other public services will not suppose
he will be able to preach or speak again
in public yet’ awhile, Let them show
mercy, and abstain from asking him for
help. The rage of modern days for
pressing the President of the year to
take part in the opening services of
every new chapel in the Jand should be
curbed. The demand on the strength
of the chief officer of our Church is ex-
cessive, and the urgert persuasions of
good people have become positive
cruelty. LR

How irrepressible some excellent folks
are! How inliscrect, toc! A Weslevan
at Kensworth has addressed a request
to the “ Empress Victoria” to patronise
a bazaar on behalf of a village chapel.
A suitable reproof was quickly ad-
ministered, and it is satisfactory to
know officially that the cowmon sense
of the Queen has not failed Ler, even
shough the wisdom of Parliament may
be doubted. The uuvknown Wesleyan
is informed, and through him all others
who would set aside the national senti-
ment about this Imperial title, thbat it
is inappropriate to address Her Majesty

in such a manner.,
The above well-werited reproof does

on the occasion of their saying good-
bye, by a unanimous and rising vote :

Besolved, That we have- enjoyed with |
profound satisfaction the visit to this
General Conference of the distinguished
representatives of the British Wesleyan |
Conference, the Rev. William B. Pope
and bis associate, the Rev. James H. Rigy,
D. D., and we take pleasure in expressing
our high appreciation of their personal |
character, thefdigrified manner in which |
they bave fulfilled their mission, and their |
utterances, both in their addresses to the
Conference and their pulpit discourses;
and now, Jin their departure from us, we
devoutly implore for them a safe return
to their homes and fields of labor.—N. Y.
Adve-ate. i

2o - {

DR. CUMMING AGAIN PROPHE-
SYING.

On Bunday, the 8th inst., the Rev.
Dr. Cumming, of London, speaking on
Christ’s second coming said, that ac-
cording to the authority of Mr. Moody
(the Preacher) Christ’s advent was al-
most at our doors. All the great
epoches were exhausted, he had stated
the same for years, and he had received
therefore the sneers of silly people,
which had been 'most gratifying to
such persons. All the students of
prophecy feel that the great “ prophetic
periods” were about being exausted,

clusive of the increase on mission sta-
tions—a cause of devout thankfulness
to the GrEaT HEAD of the Church, who
still favours us with manifestations of
his presence. The ratio of progress is
worthy of notice. During the last
twenty years—from 1856—we have
added to our societies upwards of 110,.
000 members, after filling the vacancies
occasioned by those who, for rvarious
ceased to be recognised
amongst us,—amounting on an average,
taking the last year as a criterion,—to

| more than 20,000 persons, as well as by
| those who, having finished their course

3 1
« made 10

on earth, bave joined “the spirits of
just men made perfect.” In the same
period of twenty years, we find that our
annual increase has been but twice in
advance of that of the present year—
namelv, in 1859, when 1t was 15,704 ;

and in 1860, when it reached the num- |

ber of 17,516. In three years only
there slight deficiency of
a' out sixteen hundred members. These
t fail t> 1mpress us with
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50,000 members — for Manchester is not
given—and the ‘
the March quarter of upwards of 33,000
These facts are instructive,

present, as

ast vear of

persomns.

admission on trial in |-

and when they were exhausted then

| the title.

| existence he is totally ignorant,

| Christ would come. They could not
deubt that.

clouls, and that every eye should see
im. If they were to look around them
they would see the very startling con-
dition of the world from Constartinople
[to St. Petersborg, from France to|
j England, and thence to India; they
. would sce upon the authority of the |
| newspapers that the worla was on the
| eve of the greatest conflicts. How far |
distant it would be ke could not say,
I but it would be the greatest conflict
that had ever visited the earth. Emi-
 nent statemen had pointed cut the
{ danger, and other statesmen bad made
| the greatest preparations for the coun-
| fict. Christ might come in the midst
| of the nation-warring. He would not
:A propbecy in the matter.
SN S

President Porter, of Yale, gave
lowing advice to the stulen
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The apocalypse of St.|
! Jehn stated that He would come in the |

|

not relate merely to the offensive use of
It gives 2 snub to the fussy

| applications made by piople for money

for all sorts of chapel, school, and other
schemes, If a laymau is liberal, or a
minister is not wholly dependent on his
circuit stipened, he 1s pounced upon by

| men and women of whom he never

beard before, for objects of which he
knows nothing, and in places of whose
These
beggars are great lctter writers, they
enciose stamped envelopes for a reply,
they are very persistent and great
nuisances. It is hopel this disagree-
able intrusiveness will be checked. One
gentleman said theé other day that be
frequently received from twenty to
thirty such applications for belp by a
single morning’s post.

Mr. Sankey’s songs bave been pub-
lished in Chinese.

I received a lithographed letter this
week from a parson near the Crystal
Palace to the effect :—

Lower Norwood, S.E, May, 1876.

DEAR S1R,—We .were very anxious to
secure £1,000 before Michaelmas, to enable
us to begin a Mission to a large and poor
population who are sunk w infidelity and
dissent here. Will you kindly send us at
least £] toward this much needed work,
which has the sanction and support of our
diocesan ?

Yours truly,
C. A. W. READE.

The italics are our own. The writer is
a clergyman of the Church of England.

{ Signcd;

| He gi“ts us another ;xuu:sing instancc

of clerical thought. It should be pre-
served for use by Lis biographer. It is
a short letter, but it tells wmuch aboat
its writer. As daylight can be seen
through very small holes, so little
things illustrate a person’s character.
Some men may be thankful if their own
works and letters are seldom quoted :
better for their reputation if others
write about them. ints were their
‘ulptors, they would soon cut their
fingers. An iudiscreet person is like
most unsealed lefters, and particularly
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