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‘The Day of Rest. -
How still the morning of the hallow’d day?
Maute is the voice of rural labour, hush'd
The ploughboy’s whistle and the milkmaid’s
song,
The seythe lies glittering in the dewy wreath
Of tender grass, mingled with faded flowers
That yestermorn bloom’d waving in the breeze. |
Sounds the most faint attract the ear—the hum |
Ot early bee, the trickling of the dew, |
The distant bleating, midway up the hill, {
Calmness sits throned on yon unmoving cloud, |
*To bim who winders o'er the upland leas i
The blackbird’s notes come mellower from the |
dale, ‘
And sweeter from the sky the gleesome lark
Warbles. its beaveu-tuned song; the lulling
brook
Murmurs more gently down the deep-worn glen ; |
While from yon lowly roof, whose curling smoke
O’ermonnts the mist, is heard at intervals
The voice of psalns, the simple song of praise,

With dove.like wings, peace o’er yon village
broods ;

The dizzying mill-wheel rests ; the anvil’s din |

Hath ceased ; all, all around is quietness,

Less feartul on this day the limping hare

man,
Her deaylliest foe. The toil-worn borse, set free, |
Tnbeedful of the pasture, roams at large ;
And, as bis stiff, unwieldly bulk he rolls,
His iron.arm’d hoofs gleam in the morning ray.
But chiefly man the day of rest enjoys.

Hgil, Sabbath! thee I hail, the poor man’s day'!

On other days the man of toil is doom'd

To eat his joyless bread alone ; the ground

Both seat and board ; screen’d trom the winter's
cold

And summer’s beat by neighbouring -hedge or |
tree. .

Bat on this day, embosom’d in his home,

He shares the trugal meal with those he loves ;

With those he loves he shares his heartfelt joy |

Of giving thanks to God,—not thanks of form, |

A word and a grimace, but reverently,

With cover'd face and wpward earnest eye.

Haik Sabbath ! thee I hail, the poor man’s day !

The pale mechanic now has leave to breathe

The morning air, pure from the city’s smoke,

While, wandering slowly up the river side,

He meditates on Him whose power be marks

In each green tree that proudly spreads the

bough,

As in the tiny dew-bent flowers that bloom

Around its root ; and while he thus surveys,

With elevated joy, each rural charm,

He bopes—yet fears presumption in the hope—

That heaven may be one Sabbath without end.
) Graham’s Sabbath,

| e ee

The Reverend Robert Young on
Australia.

At the meeting of the Wesleyan Mission-
ary Committee of Review, beld in Birming-
ham, July 25th, Dr. Beecham said,—As the
Australian mission was the great topic of
the morning, they were anxious that the
meeting should have full information ; and
perhaps it would be better to request the
Rev. Mr. Young to give a brief state-
ment of his views, so as to explain and
recommend the measures proposed to the
meeting. e .

The Rev. Robert Young then came for-
ward, and was most warmly received. He
said :—1 hardly kncw what line of observa-
tion to adopt, but I suppose I sball be ex-
pected, by this Committee, without entering

on the staté and prospects of our mission
Churches in the Soutbern world. (Hear,
hear.) It is one important feature of the
Wesleyan Missionary Society, that it cares
pot merely for the perishing heatben; but
tor our own countrymen who have emigrat-
ed to a distant part of the world; and who
in many cases, but for the services of this
Society, ,would be entirely left without the
blessing of the Gosapel of Clrist to degene-
rate into a state of semibarbarism, as known
facts abundantly testify. (Hear, hear,) In
this depariment of labour, 1 am happy to
say, that the Society in Australia has alrea-
dy realized a “great reward” (Hear,
bear.) It is ouly about forty years since
the first Wesleyan Missionary sent out to
Australia received his appointment. (Hear,
Lear.) With much anxiety and with many
tears, he deposited the seed of Methodism
in that great island continent, which, in the |
estimation of many was less than the least |
of all seeds ; but, in opposition to the predic-
tions of its enemies, and the fears of many of
its friends, it bas not only germinated, but
become a great tree, extending its branches
to other colonies and other islands, and now
affords ehelter to thousands of immortal be-
ings, who can joyfully repose under its re-
freshing shade. (Hear, hear.) Australia
is doubtless intended to occupy a very pro-
minent position in the world’s future histo-
ry; and to become the land of light and
blessing to the southern hemisphere. (Hear,
hear.) Our people, being aware of this, are
evincing & most earnest and noble anxiety ;
are increasing the number of their Minis-
ters ; that Methodism may take its full share
in giving a Christian impress to the institu-
tions, and in directing and sanctifying the
doctrines, of that great country. (Hear,
hear.) During the last eighteen months
twenty-five additional Ministers have been
appointed ; and I have received commission,
by the wail which has just arrived, to ask
the Conference for the appointment of ten
more,— (loud cheers,)—making, in all.' if
these should be granted, as I hope tbe’ will,
an increase of thirty-five labourers since I
received my appointment &s a deputation to
that land. = (Hear, hear.) The object of
my mission to that country had, by some
means or other, to some extent, been mis-
represented. On my arrival there, I had
several inquiries to answer, and some erro-
neous impresfions to remove. In due time
I held six District Meetings in different
parts of Australia and Polynesia, and met
for inquiry and consultation our principal
friends in all the colonies ; and, in all my 1
intercourse with them I endeavoured to act‘
with the utmost frankness and candour. |
(Hear, hear.) I mention this that the Com- |
mittee may know that the co-operation which |
I have, by the blessing of God, been able to |

is proposed to give them ; and to maintain ! Missionaries been in-circumstances to avail I
and perpetuate the doctrines and great dis- | themselves of all these legitimate fruits of |
ciplinary principles of the Wesleyan Con- t their labours, their success would, undoubt- |
nexion. (Ilear, hear.) It is true that some | edly, have appeared much greater than the | Maga:

Extracts,

From an article in Hunt's Merchant's
zine by Matthew Hale Smith, we take

of our leading friends would prefer a little | statistics published in our annual reports {as follows : —

more of the episcopal element being intro- | would at all indicate. (Hear, hear.) There |

duced into the Australian Connexion, than

i we have in this country ; and it may be pro-

per to make some modifications in matters
of detail, to adapt the system; more fully to
the state of society in'that country; but as
far as I have been able to ascertain, there
is but one feeling as to the propriety and
great desirableness of maintaining Metho-
dism intact, and handing it down to poste-
rity unimpaired,— (hear, hear,)—so that it
may continue to enlighten and bless the
world. (Hear, hear.) With respect to the
financial question, I am happy to say, that
the Churches in Australia are also prepared

| to provide tor ail their Ministers, to main-

tain their institutions, and to contribute
something very handsome annually for
purely Missionary objects. (Hear, hear.)
Many of our people in that country, as you
know, have become wealthy ; and I am hap-
py to say, that they are exceedingly liberal.
(Hear, hear.) In addition to the contribu-
tions in support of their own Ministers, they
bave, during the last fifteen months, contri-
buted £1,950 to assist in paying for the out-
fit and passage of Missionaries to that land ;
and they have also raised, for Missionary
purposes, upwards of £3,000. (Hear, hear.)
The mission property in Australia, consist-
ing of chapels, schools, dwelling-houses and
sites for chapels, is exceedingly valuable ;
and, if now brought into the market, would
realize a startling amount ; and yet, upon
the whole of this property, there is scarcely
any debt. (Hear, hear.) And it is the de-
termination of the friends there, to get rid
of every fraction of debt. (Hear.) They
learn wisdom from what we have suffered ;
and are determined that the cause of God
chall not be embarrassed. (Hear, hear.)
In this ®ay the revenue arising from the
chapels will form a fund for the support and
extension of, our beloved Methodism in that
interesting part of the world. I hope, also,
that there will be an improvement in our
finances in New Zealand and Polynesia. I
do not intend to offer any reflection upon
the excellent men who commenced our Mis-
sion in New Zealand ; yet I cannot but re-
gret that the Christian duty of sustaining
the cause of God was not, at first, taught to
the converts to Christianity. It might have
been prudent, under the peculiar circum-
stances in which they were placed at that
period, to take “ nothing of those Gentiles;”
but still, I think, the Christian duty ought
not to have been blinked ; the thing ought
to have been fully stated ;—and had that
been done, the Missionary Society would

have received g=e~¢ Ven<fits, and much op-

pooitivn would have been preventea amongs.

the natives of that country. I am happy,
however, to state that our Missionaries now,
in that country, are doing what they can in
that matter ; and my hope is, that, in a very
short time, we shall see a great improve-
ment in financial matters in New Zealand.
The people have been better instructed now
upon thie subject, and their worldly circum-
stances are certainly much improved. I
bad intercourse with several of the chiefs
upon this subject, and, in conversation with
one of them, [ endeavoured to present to his
mind the Scriptaral duty as it is brought
before us in the New Testament. He re-
plied—*“ Do you refer to the ¢ collection for
the Saints 7" I said—*No, I refer to other
passages,” and pointed them out to him. I
asked for a New Testament, and having
read those passages, he required some ex-
planation. ‘Fhat explanation being given,
he said in the way of explanation—* Your
words are straight.” Then turning to the
Rev. T..Buddle, who was with me, he said
—¢ But what does this mean ? If [ say the
New Zealanders will provide for their own
Missionaries, does Mr. Young intend to go
away and leave you and me to make the
whole matter straight with the people ?” I
said—* No, that is not my meaning ; I only
wish to bring before you the Scriptural duty,
and T hope you will attend to it as far as
you are able to do so.” At the conclusion
he said—* Your words are straight; this
duty has been too long neglected amongst
us, it must not be so any longer, I will
take them away, I will give them to thou-
sands of the people.” (Cheers.) In the
Friendly Islands I found, from various
causes, that comparatively little had been
contributed in support of the great Mission-
ary cause. | conversed with our Missiona-
ries on the subject, and I thought it neces-
sary to address a letter to King George,
explaining to him the Scriptural view of
this important subject. He assembled his
chiefs, had consultation with them, and then
waited upon me, stating that arrangements
should at once be made to sustain the Min-
isters sent to’labour amongst them. (Hear,
hear.) That may not be accoraplished at
once ; but the thing is admitted to be right
in itself, and when King George determines
to accomplish an object, | am quite sure all
who know him will believe that he will
attend to it, to the utmost of his ability.
(Hear, hear.) Having thus very briefly
referred to the ecclesiastical and financial
aspects of the question, perhaps | may be
allowed before I sit down, to make some
statements as to the spiritual condition of
our churches in that part of the world.
(Hear, bear.) In Australia, [ found some
of our churches deploring a loss of spiritu-
ality, as the result of the very novel and
exciting circumstances in which they have
been placed ; but I found them all at peace
amongst themselves, and most earnestly de-
siring and craving a baptism of the Holy
Ghost. In New Zealand, [ met with much
to interest me, both as a Minister and as a
Christian. By the blessing of God on the
labours of the charch and of Wesleyan Mis-
sionaries, nearly the entire population bas
been, moreor less, brought under the influ-
ence of ristianity ; for Christianity in
that cou bas been promulgated to some
extent according to the Primitive method.
Parties receiving salvation under the minis-
trations of our Missionaries, bave, from va-
rious causes, gone through the land preach-
ing Jesus to the people, and g}'e'_»' 8°°d has
been effected. Like the Missionaries to
instrumentality ; congregations have been
collected ; and many Mﬂ,——hﬂndredl in-

- ; I con- |
sgoure, is not an ignorant, but a well con ' deed,—have been brought under the influ-

®ived and intelligent oo-o[;eraﬁon. (Cheers.)
1 am happy to state to this Committee that
our churches in Australia are prepared to
receive that new ecclesiastioal form which it

ence ot gncioufealhgpfovbﬂl]w our
Mwnyww

visiting their part of the country, Had our

may not be everything that we could desire

accomplished ; and'I am sure, in reference
to that country, we have great causego thank
God and take courage. (Hear, hear.) In
my intercourse with thé chiefs, and many of
the people, they sent their salutations to this
Society, expressing their obligatiors to the
labour of the Missionaries, and the sense
which they entertained of the good which
had been imparted through their instrumen-
tality. In the Friendly Islands I witnessed
a nation which’had been born &t once, and
its churches enjoying the ndvantage of hav-
ing a King as a nursing father, and a Queen
as a nursing mother. (Hear, hear.) King
George is a Class Leader, a Prayer Leader,
a Local Preacher, and a wise governor.
(Hear, hear.) He is, altogether, 4 most ex-
traordinary man; and if he bad the advan-
tages of u European education, probably he
would have been one of the first men of the
day. The Queen, too, is u very excellent
individual. She is a Class Leader, a Pray-
er Leader, a Sunday-shool teacher, a visiter
of the sick, the patroness of juvenile educa-
tion, and a hard student herself in our Nor-
mal Institution. She has already acquired
a knowledge of some branches of science ;
and, when | left those lands, she was busily
engaged in trying fo conquer the science of
astronomy. In my passage through that
country I was greatly delighted with what I
saw and heard. It is true that I could not
say that the work is entirely perfect, or that
it 18 entirely free from all human infirmity ;
neither need I say that not all are Israel
who are called Israel, nor that the people
are as far advanced in civilization as they
might bave been in some particulars ; yet it
is my deep conviction that the work, as a
whole, has been equal to perhaps any siace
the days of the Apostles. A very great
work indeed has been accomplished. The
people can give a clear account of the work

of grace on the heart, and multitudes are

walking “in the fear of the Lord and in the

comfort of the Holy Ghost.” In Feejee, I

met perhaps with the most degraded form of
human nature; that is, degraded by its

wickedness, but, nevertheless, yielding to

the Gospel, which is “the power of God

unto salvation.” There I found that our

Missionaries, as in the Friendly Islands, had

translated the Scriptures into the language

of the people. Many cannibals had been

converted ; many schools and many places

of worship erected ; many native teachers

raised up who, in the spirit of confessors

and martyrs were going thranghant tha land

rreashine Jegus to the woret of‘ tbt?xr coun-
trymen. Ilt 18 true that cannibalism still

obtains in that couutry to a most fearful ex-
tent ; but it is abashed, it shrinks from the
approach of the Missionary. Ovens recent-
ly filled with human beings have been open-
ed, and their contents have been given to
the Christian ministers for interment. The
strangling of women still continues to be the
custom of the country, but that custom is
falling into disuse, as the result of the Mis-
sionary inflaence. The exertions of our
excellent Missionaries, and also of their
heroic wives, have, to a great extent, arrest-
ed the progress of that evil. (llear, hear.)
Very recently, in Feejee, fifteen wives of
a celebrated chief, who had just departed
this life, were doomed to a cruel death.
Two of our Missionaries heard of this, and
they were immediately on the spot. The
work of murder had commenced; but the
Missionaries interposed, they entreated, and
in the most beroic manner they succeeded in
saving the lives of ten out of the fifteen ; and
not only 8o, but they gave such an impres-
sion to the country, as to the views, the
feelings, and principles of Missionaries as
maust tell most favourably in every part of
that Jand. (Hear, hear.) In addition to
these forms of success, there are two others
that I would meution. The one is, that the
objects of Missionares are now better under-
stood. There was a time when the people
could not believe it true, that Missionaries
could come all the way from Eongland to
Feejee from pure love to them. It was a
new idea ; it was too great for their compre-
hension ; and they could not take it in ; but
they can now; and they see that the Mis-
sionary is indeed what he professes to be ;
and that his only object is to be the instru-
ment of saving their souls, and bringing
glory to God. (Hear, hear.) Then another
very important feature of success is, that
there is a general opinion entertained
throughout Feejee, that this new power in-
troduced by Missionaries, is to overturn
every other power, and that heathenism, with
all its impurity and blood, must give place
to the Goospel of the Son of God. (Hear,
bear.) This is entertained, not merely by
the common people, but by the princes, and
even by the priests ; and I consider it a most
favourable indication of God’s love towards
that people. | might go on, bat our time, I
know is exceedingly limited ; and Iam hap-
Py to state, that there are two gentlemen
here from Australia—(hear, hear)—gentle-
men whom I regard as my friends,—Mr.
M’ Arthur from Sydney, mg Mr. Guthridge
from Melbourne. (Hear, hear.) I take
this opportunity of stating that they assisted
me most nobly in accomplishing that great
work, which, by the blessing of God, has
been accomplished. I am sure this meeting
will welcome these excellent gentlemen from
the other side of the globe. (Hear, hear.)
In conclusion, permit me to acknowledge my
obligation to Almighty God, for His pre-
serving care, and for His abundant blessing,
and also to express my thankfulness to my
brethren and friends, for the very generous
sympathy evinced, and for the many prayers
offeredgn my bebalf, when [ was exposed
to many dangers. 1t has been my distin-
guished privilege not from any merit I pos-
sess, but in the order of Providence, to have
seen more of the Mission-field than has been
seen by any one ot my brethren. (Hear,
bear.) In the service of this Society, I
have been permittad to stand as a witness
for Christ on every continent of the earth,
and on the principal islands of the sea; and
1 hope, Sir, to have the happiness, in the
day of the Lord, to see some to whom I ad-
ministered the Word of Life, coming from
the east and from the west, from the north
and from the south, to sit down in the king-

| dom of Heaven. (Loud cheers.)

in New Zealpnd, yet a great work bas been I

BUSINESS ENDURANCE.

succeed.

experience of life. It leads meninto unsafe
and ruinous speculation; it seduces them
from fast anchored property to the mirage
that glitters. It allows the hands of indus-
try and employment to stand still on the di-
al-plate of life, while men grasp at shadows.

Men of genius without endurance cannot It is this passion which separates the busi-
Men who start in one kind of bu- Dess past from the business present, by so

| siness may find it impossible to continue wide a gulf.

ilberein all their days.

{ enterprise and success may

| mand a change.

from vexations ; each man knows the spot
on which his own harness chafes; but he
cannot know how ~mach his neighbour suf-
fers. "It is said that & Yankee can splice a |
rope in many different ways; an Eaglish
sailor knows but one method, but in that
method he does bis work well. Life is not
long enough to allow any one to be really |
master of but one pursuit. = v

The history of eminent men in all pro-
fessions and callings proves this. The great
statesman, Duniel Webster, wasa great law-
yer. His boyhood was marked only by
uncommon industry ; as a speaker he did |
not excel in early life. Witk great deliber-
ation he selected the law ,as his profession,
nor could be be deterred from his chosen
pursuit. While a poor student, not the
tempting prize of fifteen hundred dollars a
year as clerk of the courts, then a large sum,
gained with great difficulty for him by the
zeal and influence of his father, nor could
all the persuasions of the father, turn him
from the mark he had set before him; and
his great eulogist, the Attorney General of
Massachusetts, is another marked illustra-
tion of resolute endurance and indomitable
industry —life long—centering in one pro-
fession, making him one of the chief orna-
ments of that profession, if not its head, in
the United States.

Our late distinguished ambassador at the
Court of St. James, Hon. Abbot Lawrence,
whose wealth is poured out for all benevo-
lent purposes in donations large as the sea,
can recall the time when he had his profes-
sion to select, and the first.dollar of his splen-
did fortune to earn, He chose deliberately
a calling ; he pursued that occupation with
integrity and endurance, through dark days
and trying seasons, and the result is before
the world. This case affords an apt illus-
tration of the proverb of the wise man, that
a man “diligent in his business shall stand
before kings, and not before mean men.”

] HY
native Bifohn Jeash Astar, as bo tukt bis

tree not far from the fine that separated his
native land from another, and made three
resolutions, which he intended should guide
him through life: “1. He would be honest.
2. He would be industrious. 3. He would
never gamble.” He was on foot ; his wealth
was in the small bundle that swung from
the stick laid on his shoulder. The world
was before him. He was able to make such
resolutions ; he was able to carry them out.
His success is the best comment on his en-
durance. Stephen Girard, at the age of
forty years, was in quite moderate circum-
stances, being the captain of a small coast-
ing vessel on the Delaware, and part owner
of the same. No trait in his character was
more marked than his endurance, and this
element gave him a fortune.  °

All men who have succeeded well in life
have been men of high resolve and endur-
ance. The famed William Pitt was in early
life fond of gaming, the passion increased
with his years; he knew that he must at
once master the passion, or the passion
would master him. He made a firm resolve
that he would never again play at a game
of hazard. He could make such a reso-
lution ; he could keep it. His subsequent
eminence was the fruit of that power. Wil-
liam Wilberforce, in his early days, like
most young men of his rank and age, loved
the excitement of piaces of hazard. He
was one night persuaded to keep the faro-
bank. He saw the riin of the vice of gam-
ing as be never saw it before; he was ap-
palled with what be bebeld. Sitting amid
gaming, ruin, and despair, he took the reso-
lution that he would never again enter a
gaming house. He changed his company
with the change of lis conduct, and subse-
quently became one cf the most distinguish-
ed Eonglishmen of his age.

Dr. Samuel Johnsen was once requested
to drink wine with a friend; the Doctor
proposed tea. “But crink a LITTLE wine,”
said his bost. “I camot,” was the reply,—
«] know abstinence—! know excess; but I
know no medium. Long since I resolved,
as I could not drink a little wine, I would
drink none at all.” A man who could thus
support his resolution )y action, was a man

Nl health may de-'
mand a chauge. New and wider fields of |and that, perhaps, not his own—with his
be opened to granite store, his mahogany desk, his coun-
thein ; new elements of character are to be | try-seat, fast horse, and rash speculations,
developed. Men may bave a positive dis- | Scorns the example of his sire, who, at his |
taste for some pursuits, and suceess may de- desk of pine and green baize, sat each day
None of these cases fall | Sixteen mortal hours at his business, doing
within the general rule. Men may have | his own errands, and being his own clerk.
rare talents, but if they “are everything by | With so wide a contrast, it is not strange
tarns, and nothing long ;" they must not ex- | that many begin business where their sires
pect to prosper. No form of business is free | left off, and leave off where the sires began.

of endurance, and that element is as well
displayed in this incident as in the compila-

Parliament, it was regarded on all hands as |
a most mortifying failre. His friends urg-!

ed him to abandon a Parliamentary career, |in all undertakings, the glory of Christ,
and enter upon some feld better suited to| _—the safety of souls,—the highest pre-
“No,” sai¢ Sheridan—"no, it is | sent and eternal happiness of man, shall be

his ability.
in me, and it sHALL COME oUT!” And it
did and he became ove of the most splen-
did debaters in Enghind. Loyola, the foun-
der of the order of Jasuits, the courtier, the
man of gallantry ard dissipation, gbtained
such a mastery overhimself by labour and
endurance, that, to illustrate the fact, he
stood several hours, apparently unmoved, in
a pond of ice and muddy water, up to his
chin. Perhaps no aber nation in Europe,
at the time, could have won the battle of
Waterloo except the British, because no oth-
er could have brough: to that conflict thai
amount of endurance reeded to win. For
many hours that army stood manfully be-
fore the murderous fir of the French : col-
umn after column fell, while not a gun was
discharged on their pat. Ooe solemn word
of command ran alongthe line as thousands
fell—“File up! file li!" “Not yet—not
yet!” was the Iron Dike's reply to earnest
requests made to charge and fight the foe.—
At Jength the time c:ii action came. The
charge was given, andvictory perched u
the standard of Englaud. v -
BUSINESS THE CIARM OF LIFE.

No passion is mon ruinous than the

“haste to be rich.” It condemned alike by

tion of his great wirk. When Richard | hymn, or to come to the Lord's table: it is
Brinsley Sheridan male his first speech in | 10 be changed in heart and natare ;.so that

revelation, reason, and the scund practical

The modern merchant, with small capital,

tant spot we spend the whole day in gather-
ing flowers, till night come upon us, when
we can no longer travel, the guiltis entirely
our own. To be rich is not necessary, to be
great is not necessary, to be celebrated is

not necessary ; but to be a Christian is ne-

cessary. All else can be dispensed with,
except an answer to the question, « What
must [ do to be saved?” And until that
question is settled, and settled in the very

depths of our hearts, and im the light of _

God's countenance, all our religion is but a
mockery, a delusion, and a snare.

I ask you, reader, Are you a Christian?
Are you, in heart and conscience, a child of
God? Are you living as such, sacriticing
as such, counting your present sufferings, if
you suffer, not worthy to be compared with
the glory that shall be revealed? If you
are resting on the crucified for acceptance,

It is employment we all need—employ-‘; looking to the glorified for the happiness,
ment till life shall end. The plowboy is | then the eyes that now see through a glass

bhappy in bis turrow, and the hours

swifter than the weaver’s shuttle, while the |
matron and maid sing amid their daily
daties. No success and no wealth can make |
that man happy who has nothing to do.— |
We have seen a boy grow up to the full

| stature of manhood, take his stand by the

side and as one of our richest men ; his |
elegant city residence and suburban abode |
became the envy of men—his horses and his |
equipage the most perfect in our mdst.

We bave seen him, with his fortune made,

bid adieu to the toils and vexations of busi-

ness, take the balance of his life to himself, |
and resolve to be happy at his ease. We|
have watched him in his elegant retreat,

possessed of * more than heart can wish.”

After a few years we have sought and found |
him not, learning, with sorrow, that, not |
able to endure a life of leisure and ease, he l
had gone uncalled for into the presence of

his Maker.

An eminent merchant of Boston, when
asked by some one why he did not quit bis
business as his fortune was ample, replied,
“that his repose would be hisdeath.” We
know well that the spring of enjoyment
would dry up, and soon with inactivity, life
would become a burden. The celebrated
commentator, Dr. McKanight, completed his
work on the epistles when not far from six-
ty years of age. Nearly thirty years of his
life had been occupied with that great labor.
His employment had been regular and
cheerful, and the purple current of life had
flowed noiselessly and joyously along. He
refused to go on with the Gospel, as he had
earned his respite, he said. His faculties
were in their usoal vigour. In leaving his
regular employment, his mind soon lost its
tone, and he sunk almost into a driveling
idiocy. Had be continued his employment
a mellow nnd' a green old age would have
lst in anclouded splendor.

It is employment that has made us what
we are. Qur sky is inclement, our soil hard
and tough ; but the sun shines on no land
where 80 many people enjoy so much sub-
stantial good. The alchemy of labour can
turn our ice into gold and our rocks jgto
bread. Employment given to the milliofis
of Europe now indolent and hungry, would
quench many a volcano and put down mis-
rule and insubordination. It was Lord
Bacon, I think, who said that * all rebellions
commence in the stomach.” Let a nation
be both destitute and idle, and it would not
be strange if they should become turbulent
also. Sodom had three great sins; one ot
them was ‘“an abundance of idleness.” —
Palestine, in the time of Solomon, contained
a nation of men who were daily employed,
and a race of women who could both
“ clothe their households with scarlet,” and
“consider a field and buy it. These were
the days of Israel's prosperity. Gold and
silver were abundant ; the mountains were
terraced up to their summits with frait, and
the valleys were hot-beds of vegetation. It
is now a land of indolence. The same sky
is above the people—they tread the same
soil beneath their feet ; but all is desolate,
because all are indolent. The owl and the
cormorant sit now in the palaces of David
and Solomon. When men were proud to
say, *“1 am a Roman citizen!” Rome was
governed by emperors ‘whom she called
from the plow. They led her invincible
legions to conquest. Now indolence broods
over the whole land of the Caesars like the
miasma over the pleasant home of man—
desolation apd ruin are seen on all sides.

Are You a Christian?

Are we in Christ? Do we walk after
the Spirit, and not after the flesh? Are we
spiritually minded? Is Christ in us? for |
«If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, ‘
he is none of his.” Are we led by the Spi-
rit? Do we say, “ Abba, Father?” Do
we suffer with Christ? for then only shall
we reign with Christ. Are we, in one word,
Christians ?

To be a Christian is not to subscribe a
creed, or to chant & prayer, or to sing a

in all places, in all companies, in all employ-
ments, in all disputes, in all debates,

your chief aim, and God's word shall be
your conclusive directory. Hearing a ser-
mon is of no more merit than kissing a cross,
or kneeling at an altar, or sharing in a splen-
did ceremony. Qur work begins when the
address of the preacher closes. It is meant
that what we bear in the sanctuary we
should take home to our hearts and con-
sciences, and either reject or accept it. It
is the bitterest mockery to come constantly
to the house of God, to hear faithful ser-
mons, join in evangelical prayers, and after-
wards go home with no real or permanent
influence on the heart, no change of course,
of character, of conduct, of views, of thoughts,
of love. To come to the house of God is
not so much duty ss precious privilege.—
To hear the sermon is not the end of our
coming to the house of God ; it is to receive
instruction, impulse; motive, hope, so real,
that all will help to make the week-day toils
more holy, and the week-day heart more
happy.

Let no one say, “We are so busy in the
world that we cannot take up seriously the
affairs of our souls.” Want of time, in this
matter, never can be an excuse.

bas | we be looked upon by such. But not so

dimly sball soon sec face to face; those
hands that hold trembling the cup of sorrow
willsoon wave the palm; those heads that
are now bowed down beneath a burden of
care shall be encircled with everlasting gar-
lands ; and those sad voices that have often

been heard in the night in agony, “ Wretch- |

ed man that I am! who shall deliver me
from this body of death 7’ will yet be heard
again saying, *“ Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood,
and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and his Father, to him be glory and
dominion for ever.

“ Art is long and time is fleeting,
And our hearts, though stout and brave
8till, ke muffled drams, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.
Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a heait for any fate,—
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait

Sin and its Tyranny—An Illus-
tration.

When a sin is let in as a suppliant it re-
mains in as a tyrant. The Arabs Lave a
fable of a miller who one day was startled
by a camel’s nose thrust in the window of
the room where he was sleeping.

“Iu is very cold outside,” said the camel,
“[ only want to get my nose in.”

The nose was let in,—then the neck, and
finally the whole body. Presently the mil-,
ler began to be extremely inconvenicnced
at the ungainly companion he had obtained
in a room certainly |not large enough for
both.. “If you are inconvenienced, you may
leave,” said the camel ; “as for myself, I
shall stay where I am.”

There are many such camels knocking at
the human heart. Take, for instance, com-
pliance with a single worldly custom, e. g.
dancing. First, the custom creeps humbly
t9,the door of the hears and says: “Let me
another,—certainly gou do not object to
music, and 7 wou{d not for the world have
a full band.”

So in comes the nose of the camel ; and
it is not long before the entire body follows.
The Christian then finds his heart occupied
in full figure by the very vice which a little
while before peeped in so meekly. “Being
up,” it says to him, “all night at a ball, with
the eyes dazzled by lights and the ears
stunned with a full band, interferes, you
say, with your private devotions. So it
does. But your private devotions will have
to go, for I will not.”—Epis. Rec.

=
From the Correspond of the London Watec!

The French Conference.

Nixes, Sourn oF Fraxce,
Thursday, 6th July, 1854.

On Friday next, (to-morrow,) the Third
Annual Conterence of the French Metho-
dist Coonexion will, please God, open its
sessions at Nimes, I have now the plea-
sure to report the proceedings of such of
the Preparatory Committees as have alrea-
dy met ; leaving for further communications
the later proceedings connected - with our
present annual gathering.

On account of our peculiar position, and
as a measure of economy both of time and
expense, it was agreed at our last Conlfe-
rence, that our District Meetings should, for
this year, meet immediately prior to the ses-
sions of Conference. Accordingly, the North-
ern District Meeting has been neld at Paris,
on Monday, the 26th June lust and following
days; and that of the Southern District at
Nimes, on Thursday, the 29th of the same
month ; the former having for its_Chairman
Pastor Lucas, and the latter, Pastor Gal-
lienne.

Both meetings were highly pleasant and
profitable; but on their proceedings I need
not enlarge, as their recommendations and
decisions will naturally come into review in
the course of our Conferential Report. We
are favored with the presence, from the
North, of the Rev. Secretary of the last
Conference, Pastor de Jersey ; and of Messrs.
Lucas and Hocart, the two latter as official

pear in the chamber at. Jerusalem, and there
speak peace and comfort in times of trouble,
and on the eve of important labours; to
Thee we look, and on Thee we do rely,
humbly we trost, but steadfastly. '

THE PRI-)PAR.\TTH:Y COMMITTEES

have now been meeting for three days. The
first in order has been
THE CHAPEL COMMITTER,

or, as we term it, La Commission des Im-
mewbles. It had for its special task, this
year, to enquire by what means Cbapel and
House property might be best secured to
the Connexion.

Yopr readers are already aware that the
Freuch law does not recognize the right of
associations like our’s of’ purchasing, in their
own collective capacity. Our chapels must
therefore be purchased in the name of indi-
vidaals, as if such were their own private
property. Hence the ditliculties and the
insecurity attendant on such transactions.

The Committee hLave this year made a
|review of the whole of our property, and
| obtained legal advice on each separate case,
as well as on the general question ; and the
| conclusion has been, that no clause inserted

in the Deed of Purchase, no precautions
| taken in any subsidiary forms, can obtaia
| for our Connexion a legal title to the pro-

perty purchased. The safest way is simply
'this : that the purchases be made by one,
| and only one, of the Ministers, as if it were
| his own property, and that it be left to his
{ honor and that of his heirs, whether or not
{ they will be honest enough not to apply the
proceeds, or even alienate altogether the pro-
perty, to their own private use. Such is
the actual state of French law in such a caso
as ours. .

The only remedy would be this: to obtain
an Imperial Decree recognizing our Confe
! rence and Connexion, and thus conferring
lon us the right of holding, as a body, pro-
perty personal and real. Bat it will likely
strike your readers, that such a time as the
present is hardly the most fitting for such an
application ; and [ may add that even were
there the shadow of a chance of our obtain-
ing such a recognition, it would very likely
be at the expense of our liberty of action
and independancy. State trammels would
be a too high price paid for thie profits to be
derived ; tho cure would be worse than the
evil !

Evidently, the better plan is to Aire ra-
ther than to purchase: it involves heavier
expenditure, of course, but it is the most
simple, quiet way of proceeding. [ would
not have said so much on the subject, at the
risk, very likely, of fatiguing your readers,
had it not been for the purpose of giving
our friends an idea of some of the difficul-
Lties with which we have to contend, pn mate
easy.

Having disposed of this business, the
Chapel Committee gave place to the

AUXILIARY FUND COMMITTEE,
or Commission des fonds de retraite, which
met same day, Monday, at thrce in the
afternoon. :

The business of this Committee has been
of a twofold nature: first, the Auxiliary
Fuund, properly so called, and, secondly, the
Annbitant Society, or Preachers’ own fand.
The former of these funds, is, as in Eng-
land, a supplementary, fund to meet difficuls
cases, and is sustained by donations, sub-
scriptions in the classes and the interest of
such sums as may be, from time to time,
in the Treasurer’s hands. Happily for
us, we have, as yet, no claimant on this
fund, and 0 we try to nurse it with a
view to its increase. The subscriptions
in the classes amounted to the small sam
of £8 for 1852. One advantage in the
smallness of this amount is, that it leaves
sufficient space for increase ; and yet, such
as it is, it is of good omen for the future.

The subject of our Annuitant Society, was
a much more difficult matter. In drawing
up the plan and rules of this projected So-
ciety, we have been favoured with the writ-
ten advice of the Rev. J. P. Haswell, of
Newcastle, who, as ‘[reasurer of the British
Socicty, most kindly tendered advice, and
even revised our rules. Still, we were not
sufficiently au clair, as we say, (o come to &
final decision ; and have requested the Con-
ference to name a special Committee for
| this twofold purpose : first, to examime how
| far the proposed rules and regulations are
{ adapted to our peculiar situation in France ;
| and secondly, what are the measures to be
adopted to render our Annuitant Society
legal, both technirally and fundamentally-

Meanwhile, the Preachers’ subscription
to the fund will commence at next Confer-
ence, in anticipation of a speedy arrange-
ment of the questions now under consider-
ation,

On Tuesday, (yesterday,) the
BOOK-ROOM COMMITTEE

met at eleven in the morning to prepare its
report for the Conference. It appears that

delegutes to Conference and the Stationing |
Committee.

the preliminary step, viz.: the obtaining a

| license from the Prefect of Police in favour

** So far, all the brethren are in the enjoy- | of our agent, has been got over satisfactorily,

ment of good health,—although the unusual |

instability of the weather, with alternate re-
turns of heat and wet, besides the presence
of cholera in the city and neighbourhood
might be a source of some anxiety. This
circumstance, joined to the

::romnt mat-
ters which are to be considered, and decid- ’

ed upon, will, I feel assured, recommend
to the prayers and sympathies of our En-
glish friends, their French brethren now met
at Nimes, )

May a 'bl“‘inlci:porﬁonate to our state
and wants be vouchsafed, and may the Mas-
ter of Assemblies be in-our midst to direct
and protect. Your Correspondent writes
from the Committee-rooms, over the chapel,
from whence the landscape, reaching to the
shores of the Meditteranean, expands to
view : & vast country stretches out before
us, and seems to Invite, or at least o excite,
our love and devotedness for souls. Bat
who, and what are we, for such a task ?—
Few in numbers, feeble in our resourhc::',
opposed on ever, hand in our progress,
efn we hope foro{acooﬂ? Looking at things
as man seeth, how paltry, how nd_lculogs,
our attempts to this impious, 1o-
fidel, or priest-ridden country : and if, per-

some of the would-be wise of this
world were to stray into our upper-room,”
and listen to our purposes and expressions
of bope, with what contempt or pity should

Him who saithi to his own: “Lo ! | am wi

placed us here
n,-;mf"i'??.ﬂ“

to
o a dis-

| though not without some difficulty.

An account of the process gone through
|in this matter, would very likely interest
| your readers, as showing the peculiar and
| numerons precautions which are taken under
|the present lamperial regime; but. I must
not enlarge. .
| Suffice it to say, that after sundry peti-
| tions, examinations, and recommendations,
| our friend, Mr. J. P. Cook is duly recogniz-
l ed, and at the head of the Agence des Pulli-
| cations Methodistes. Only, a private visit

from the Commissary of Police of his ward,
has put him on his guard to this effect : that
lthe Jeast deviation from the letter of his
permission, exposes our agent to be summa-
rily deprived of his titlo and prerogatives |
However, the careful and prudent demean-
our of our friend leads us to hope, that the
warning was superfiuous, and that the threat
will be still-born. ‘i
The first matter settled ; the Book-room
has been opened ; and is now proceeding
with its business. Already recognized as a
younger sister by all the publishers of Paris
with whom business has been transacted,
(minus one ;) and we trust on friendly terms
with your more stately book-room of 14,
City-road ; our agency will by degrees ex-
tend its influence in the provinces. Alrea-
dy arrangements are in progress for a depot
at Nimes.

One of the principal matters now under

considerstion is the publishing or reprinting

you slway.” Blessed Jesus, ‘who didst ap.

of good Methodist books, Wesley's ‘Notes'




