CTOBER 2, 1909,

| St. Bouiface Arch.
and Private Secretapy
al and two theologians
Montreal—A rehbiohon
ee theologians,
Kingston—A rehbishop
wo theologians, ,\]wl
"ather Hartigan,

f Halifax —Archiis
rivate Secretary, Vi
theologians,

| Toronto Archhisho;
vate-secretary, ey {
McCann, V. G, and tw
ns Morris and Moyy,
tigonish—Bishop (.
ologiau,

broke —Bishop 1.ory
i,

terboro—Bishop 12, A,
‘ery Rev. Archdescoy

'”'l'

iy

ouski—Mgr, Blais, wit)
B,

arlottetown—Bishop J,
1 three theologians,
lleyfield—Mgr. Fmara
an.

coutimi—Mgr, Librec.
eologians,
erbrooke—Mgr, Laroe-
ologiaus,

« Jobhn— Bishop Cacey
gians,

. Albert—Mgr. loga
ee theologiuns,
atham, N, B.—1 0\

heoloerian
eologiane

1

colet—Mgr, I it
an.

liette— Mgr, A
eologians,
ult Ste, Marie—1|
ne theologian, ! r

Hyacintl e—N g
rologiuns,
exandria—Bisho)

Very Rev. Fatlie

ince Albert—)\l
logians,
ietoria
ne theologim.
stolic of Athal
and his auxiliary
e theologian,

stolic of the Gul
. Blanche and one

3ishop !

stolic of Temiska

and one theolog

postolie of the

one theologian,

meouver— \Very | P
1., Administrat th

ttawa—Mgr. R

vith one theologia
ittawa Universit y
irphy, O. M. L.

ondon

Mgr., M
nd the Rev. Fat

don, theolog

Hmilto \
y & %3
Fatl
i
). M. I
f(
. ( ¢
[
o Q
Cr St
the Counc

e car> which 1|

years in the prep
In order to s
motion a preliminary
he members of the C
Laval University «

L. His Excelleney

iest and eloquent
After the official
d the work was divided.

uncil.

onsisted of seven e
ittees presided over |
ibishops. These commis-
their particular subject
immittees of parliament
ns, as might be expected,
s also their report to the
tever deeision the (i
upon a particular j t
benefited by

confidence.

admitting
Little news,

be given from weel
e well founded eonfident
of the Counc

live to the importance

nembers
ind the sacred trust im-
‘m.

the 190th, the first public
Conneil took pla n the
I]\‘l‘u';-w ot

cloek the proeession, e
he members of the Coun-
s and Bishops in eope i
h eroziers, the othe

obes, started fron

mpany of zouaves for

‘h side. The procession
street and around the
» frout entrance of the

all glittering with light
ith handsome bunting,
ressive. The arrange-
rfect., Each one had his
d.  Nothing could be
ng than the sight of
. On a throne on
side sat the Apostolic
the epistle side the A rch-
bec, who sang the Mass,
nd the representative of
r in the sanctuary were
v the Canadian clergy—
ers as perhaps never be-
'mons were delivered, one
y Mgr. Bruchesi, Arch-
mtreal, and the other in
[gr. Gauthier, Archbishop
We publish both — the
slation. Assoon as Mas

\

OCTOBER 2, 1909,
R ————— il
was finished the Council was opened by
the Delegate. This ceremony consisted
of prayer, the chanting of psalms and
the “Veni Creator.” The
thereupon pronounced an alloeution in
Latin, and was followed by the Chief
gecretary, who read the decrces to be
pmmulguu'd. ¢

The following is the list of the pro.
moters, and others oftieers of the Coun-

Delegate

eil:

pPromoters — Mgr. Marois and Mgr,
(., 0. Gagnon.

Secretaries — Chief  Secretary, M,
L'Abbe Lecoq ; Assistant Secretaries,
Fathers Lortie, Curran, Roy, J. P.
Treacey and Chancellor Piette,

Notaries— Fathers MeNally and La-
flamme.

(Censors—athers Huard and Robert,

ARCHBISHOP GAUTHIER'S FERMON,

« Take heed to yourselves, and the
whole flock, wherein the IHloly Spirit
hath placed you Bishops, to rule the
Church of God, whieh He hath pur-
chased with his own blood.” (The Aects,
chap. 20, verse 28.)

With solemnities that well befit an
event destined to mark a distinct epoch
in the ecclesiastical annals of this
country, the First Plenary Council of
Canada opens to-day.

The Councils of the Church rank
with her most venerable institutions,
tracing their origin to the apostolie

times—the first council having been
held in Jerusalem about the middle of
the first century.

They are defined as assemblies of her
Fishops, who, being convoked by com-
petent authority to consider and discuss
matters pertaining to religion, are
vested with power to enact legislation
binding the consciences of all the
faithful subject to the jurisdietion of the
Bishops thus couvoked.
Councils
the

Four classes of
enumerated ; there is

are to be
General or

|
|
Ecumenical Council, composed of the by establishing a greater uniformity of | firm his brethren, who was ¢ red !
Bishops of the Catholic world with the ecclesiastical  discipline to secure a!to feed the lambs and t ) As |
Pope at their head ; the National or | fuller observance of the general laws of | the apostles cultivated, in | 1 l
Plenary Council, composed of the |the Church and the decrees of the | votion to the Master, the field ed
Bishops of an entire nation or country ‘f"“"l‘:ll Councils, and to strengthen the | to their zeal, so must we cultivite the :
and presided over by an Apostolic | ties that bind the individual churches to | spec'al field of labor and lvl
Delegate ; the Provineial Couneil eon- the parent Church of Rome, the recog- [ which is designated a oy 1 all
sisting of the Bishops of an ecelesiasti- nized mistress of all churches of Chris- | our devotion and our tender d
eal province under their Metropolitan ; | tendom, love must go out to this earthly field. ’
and the Diocesan Council, more com- Less than one hundred years ago The apostles of Jesus Christ pre 1
monly called a Diocesan Synod, con- | there was but one Diocese and 4.||n'41?r< cted, counselled ar ’ el
sis EI..;: of a Bishop together with his | Bishop in this land. To-day the Cana- | people, snd desiiing to wall i heir |
priests eonvoked in synod by him, dian church is governed by an Apos- | footsteps, and not less than the we |
That Councils are of absolute neces- | toliec Delegate, eight Arehbishops and | wish to spare fiorts and even our |
sity to the permauent existence of the | nearly thirty Bishops. 1In the contrast [ lives in the se f 1 i d i
church, cannot be successfullv main- | afforded there is indeed a striking il- 1 guardianship P
tained ; for assuredly Almighty God in | lustration of the rapid growth and | hands. One day under the th ty of
the government of his church is not | marvellous extension of our holy  re- I Pater the ties re ther |
restricted to the employement of any | ligion duricg the intervening years. k Jerusalem, and alter having solved the |
particular agenecy. Therefore, have we abundant cause t »| very q tion f g i
However, among the most eflicacious | rejoice and to raise our hearts in | vas 1
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journs in a world of mortal ¢ :li"\.m_‘. bl this tirst Plenary Counci k. to « \ |
thus do we find His Viears on this earth, | of Canada, and all who take part in it | evi Vheney precise ‘
the supreme Pontiffs, although them | the Bishops and the eminent and learned | tion than 1 ‘ |
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confer with each other for the determina- | and are undertaken for His greater { from which so many luminous definit s |

tion of matters of vital importance tothe
church—such as the official condemna-
tion of error, the defence and elucida-
tion of orthodox docetrines, the adoption
of the best means for the promotion of
sound morality among the people, the
enactment of disciplinary regulations
for the guidance of the elergy, and
even for the definition and promulga-
tion of dogmas of revealed truth.
celebrated assemblies of the
rulers of the church of God stand out
through the ages as everlasting monu-
ments of e inspiration, her wi dom, her
power and her beneficence, while they
have inaugurated new eras in her
history and in the history of modern
nations,

For some time past the Bishops of
t have contemplated the holding
assemblage of their body in which
to take eounsel with one another and to
concert such measures in common as
would condnee to the sp ritual welfare
of the faithful confided to theircare. Tt
wis, therefore, with deep satisfaction
that in a letter addressed to them on the
of May of the present year they
received an official message from the
illustrious representative of the Holy
See in this country, announcing that the
tir ad at length come for the holding
of such an assembly, that he had been

nted to convoke it and preside
over its deliberations, and that *“our
Holy Father, the Viear of Christ on
this earth, amid the innumerable cares
of his supreme Pontificate, in order to
give another signal proof of his pater-
nal solicitude for this chosen portion of
the Lord's Vineyard, had deigned, after
consultation with the most eminent
fathers of the sacred congregation, to
approve and applaud the project of a
Canadian Plenary Couneil to be held in
the City of Quebee.

Thus has it cor= to pass that on this
memorable day and at the call of supreme
authority the whole body of the Cana=
dian Episcopate is assembled in this
great historic city, wherein is seated
the ancient church which all the other
churches of Canada gratefully acclaim
as their mother, to whom her daughter
Churches are ever willing to accord a
filial tribute of homage and veneration
—to deliberate and to legislate for the
Permanent sustainment and fruitful in-
¢rease of our holy religion in this
Vigorous and hopeful young country.

In order then that an assembly of the
B!shops of a country may be endowed
With the prerogatives proper to a Plen-

I'hose

by legitimate authority; (2), it must be |
attended by all the chief rulers of the
church of the country in which it is
held; (3), it must have for its especial
purpose the eonsideration and discussion
of matters relating to religion; and (4),
the Bishops taking part therein must be
invested with adequate authority to
legislate for the ehureh throughout the
whole country,

The present assembly possesses all the
constituents of a Plenary Council, ful-
filling, as it does, the conditions re-
quired. It has been convened by a
special delegate of the Holy See in the
person of His Exeellency, the Most Rev.
Donato Sharretti, Archbishop «f Ephe-
sus, and Apostolic Delegate to Canada,
Save those who are lawfully exempted
it includes all the ehief rulers of the
church in this country who are come to-
gether for the purpose of studying and
conferring with one another upon the
needs and other prevailing conditions of
the Canadian church, and who as a col
lective body, are duly authorised to pass
such decrees and enact such sta utes as
will, after their confirmation by the
Holy See, have che character and force
of ecclesiastical law for all the subjects
of the chureh aver this entire Dominion.

The oppoertuneuess of the Council at a
time when the Chureh in this country is
passing from its missionary state to its
more fixed and normal eondition is mani-

fest,  Forif we consider the vast extent
of this country—the vastest on this
greal Continent ot America—in con-

junetion with the truly cosmopolitan
character of its inhabitauts drawn from
every country in the world and bearing
with them the religious and racial tradi-
tions peculiar to each, we shall readily
reach the convietion that something
should be done, some special
movement be inaugurated, some special

speeial

rained upon them. And why all this?
Because it was the Christian wave that
was passing and nothing could stop this
new found torrent. HKach taking his
portion, they trausformed and converted
the world, bringing all to the feet of
Christ Jesus, In a word, they worked,
suffered and even gave up their blood as
a supreme tribute to the blessed truth
found in their new faith, This, my dear
brethren, is the first page in the glovious
history of the church of Jesus Christ g
and tell we if it be not full of divinity
and ot love? Jesus Christ had not been
mistaken, neither had He deceived
those who had gathered around him.

The Master's first apostles are dead,
as well as these upon whom they laid
their hands asking them to carry on the
good work and submit to the holy eom-
bats which that work entailed, Others
came and performed their predecessors’
work down through the ages, disappear-
ing in their turn: and here we are to-
day, unworthy though we may be, form-
ing a part of that eivine phalanx. par-
ticipmnts by thut celestial mandate in
the apostolic mission, and we also are
listening to that precept of the divine
Masser : * Go ye therefore and teach all
the nations,” as well as the consoling
promise : * I will be with you even unto
the end of the world.” Yes, my dear
brethren, although gathered from the
dust, it eannot be denied that by a prod-
igy of infinite power we have become
co workers of Jesus Christ here below @
consequently that which the apostles
performed we also should do. They
lived only to serve their divine Mas-
ter, and we also wish to live for Him
and Him alone. They possessed in the

person of Peter the leader whom they
venerated, and we in turn have our
beloved echieftain, venerated through-
out the entire Christian world, and the

force set in action to harmonize and
unify the diverse and sometimes discord- I
aut elements

that form our population,

to remove the inco

gruities and inequal-
ities evolved from those conditions, and |

honor and glory. May the Divine
Pastor who alone can give the harvest
cause our deliberations to produce
abundant fruit. May the salvation of
multitudes be more assured. May our
hely religion be further diffused aud
extended. May the court yards of our
Master's Precious Blood be enlarged
amongst us ; and as far as possible, may
all things be restored in Christ.
ARCHBISHOP BRUCHESI'S SERMON,
His Grace Archbishop Bruchesi of
Montreal, preached from the text: “ Go
ye therefore and teach all the nations,
and, lo, I am with you, even unto the
end of the world.” He said :
“Monseigneur the Apostolie Delegate,
my lords, my brethren,—St. Matthew
terminated his gospel with these words
and what a command and what a pro-
mise they contained ? In faet, up to

rivers, and from the boats of poor fisher-
men, instructing them alone for three
long years. They were feeble, timid,
and, besides posse:sing little eloquence,
they were filled with earthly desiresand
surrounded in mystery. They poorly
understood the reign of Christ which
had been announced to them, and
although they became later on doctors
of incomparable wisdom and martyrs to
the new faith, they appeared, however,
at first a great way off from the race of
which doctors and martyrs are made.
Shall T tell again what took place on
that memorable oceasion? Shutting
themselves up in that little room in
Jerusalem, they gave themselves over
to prayer and meditation, when suddenly
a noise was heard and tongues
of fire appeared in the heavens,
while a divine metamorphosis was
being operated on every hand. The
apostles at this moment went out from
their chamber, and beginning to preach

ary Council there are four conditions
to be verified; (1), it must be convoked

to the people saved souls by the thou-
sand, mocking at the insults and blows

same whom Peter foresaw, Yesterda}
it was Leo, XIIL, and to-dajy

N. in whose person we pause t 1t
the infallible doetor and the

supreme

pastor who received the order to o

were evolved, and so many wise laws for

the uidance of the individual,
| family and society at large were promul
| gated. Let us note, therefore, dem

| brethren, that

ere necessary for the exercise of the
infallible magistery of the papacy,
it only suffices to peruse their admirable
history in order to understand and
appreciate the immense advantages de-
rived therefrom by the entire Catholie
world

brethren, to Pius IX, an-
nouncing the council at Rome : * Walk-
ing in the footsteps of our glorious pre-
de sors, we have judged the time

opportune to convene in general co

Listen, my

neil
as we have desired for a long time past,
all of our venerable brothers, the hishops
of the Catholie world and who have been
upon to our solicitude.

|t"1Hv‘ll share

that moment the world had never | Their ardent love for the Church, their
heard anything of a like nature, for | piety and devotion so well-known to all,
certainly all the ambitions and all the | he Apostolic See, their solieitude
:ludm‘it_\l' of the conguerors and lea { tvation of souls, their wisdom,
men of the time had bee rine, their very eminent sei-
passed. These words  we e eir profound grief at the sight of
chimerical or they were divine, A ! tate of religion and eivil
matter of fact, they were divine impressed them for a long
He Who had spoken in this maune 13 caused above all the ardent
died on the cross. He had mysteri | their hearts to deliberate
ly left the tomb and was about t | ¢ and consult with u \
cend to meet His Heavenly Father, | f supplyir 1

leaving behind Him disciples of a poor | « As a matter of fact Pins TX. gaxy
and lowly character, yet he was about to |« at  that 7 wen t the
impose l.lpun them duties of an almost |t hts and .\il WS ‘u‘x‘u-'h had animat
superhuman nature, He had gathered | all the pontiffs which had oeccupied
them around him from the byways of | before him the glorious chair of S
Judea, from the borders of the lakes and | Peter.

We understand, however, that general
councils of the Church are only possible
at rare intervals, as only nineteen have
taken place during the long period of
nineteen centuries, On the other hand,
the reunion of the bishops of one coun-
try or one provinee is more easily ac-
complished, consequently the Holy See
has recognized their advisability and
has prescribed them in the universal
Chureh. History makes mention of a
great number of these councils, some of
which have been held +ith an extraor-
dinary eclat and invarinbly produecing
most precious results such as the repres-
gion of vice and the propagation of the
faith throughout the world. This old city
of Quebee, for instance, witnessed in this
venerable basilica no less than seven of
these provineial councils,while the eccle-
siastical provinces of Halifax, Toronto,

cil ; yet as the church advanced and
extended its influence in this country

these plenary reunions |

and |

| tonching weleome, 1
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of Canada, Pius X, glor
reigning, gave an attentive ear
to the many petitions addeessed to His
Holiness, acquieseed with pleasure and
*“desirous of according a new prool of
the paternal solicitude which he ever
manifests to this chosen portion of
the Lord's vineya:d he
approve and extoll the

council” under the presidency ol

gned to

wet, of the

des

ver wtny  representative  of s
Holiness now amongst  us, Weeks ol
rejoicing were, therefore, ours when
the announcement was made to the
faithful of Canada that such a coun
eil was to take place. Letters to this

effect  were read from the apos
tolical delegation in all of our
pulpits and given a publie place
at  the doors | of our cathedrals,
while the faithful of all the dioceses
wWer invited to penitence and
prayer Preliminary  meetings were
held, eminent priests gave themselves
over.under the direction of a modest
yet roed theologian, to the elabo

tion of projecets and deerees, and, in fact,

everything was organized with a zeal, a
tact and a delicucy that can never he
overestimated. And now the couneil is
about to begin its work. It was truly
here in the old eity of Champlain and of
Montmorenevde Laval where the council
was to take place. Here, in the very

heart of the Church of Quebee, the mother
of all the ehurches of North America,
for no other eity could dream of disput
ing with this old ecelesiastical centre
that great honor. One year

brethren, on those plains, foreve
brated, as it there where
destiny as a people

was our

was decided, a

celebration took place, which will ever

ren in the memory of the hundreds
and isands who participated in that
n ent  speetacle,  Our fathers
ar r inders, our heroes and

ot ©s8, Wi re, so to k, called
fr r honored graves, parading be-
for r delighted gaze: for we saw on
that memorable day Jacques Cartier,

Ct lain, Marie de1l'Incarnation, Mgr.

de Laval, de Montmag Frontenac 1

all t valiant nen and
w ted in their ensem
ble y of the old regime
and our beloved land.
We re my dear brethren,
we acelaimed them they passed th
our hearts palpitating with emotion |
and our eyes filled with tears. We |
wer iade to co onece 'w!w,!
essed their no life ; we gave |
ven ¢ of praise to our : iration |
and ur gratitude, while sll';ll:.k’h'
Were secretly envious of "“"E
joy. An incomparable day was assured-
| 1y n that oceasion. Sunn} -l;g\\'
in truth and eonsecrated and hollowed i
by t enthusias f an n-m:rw[uu]»lw,i
wi ebrated and commemorated those |
[ £ I iotie s en 'lll\.. !
my er of rejoice- |
Y { 1 08 A |
b "
I 1
\ 1
I
ol God
tor i r
-} 1
{ upon this s of
y workou d
nse for w hi
valiant nary i 1
1ls for Christ, are, however, today re-
wed by splendid cities ; yet the cross
you planted then in those Canadian
ls is still erect our midst as the
S01 f your virtues and of
ereat work, Count the dioceses,
re today more numerous than
us you founded, for your
( iber more th thirty
! I ind bishop We are your
hrothers, yet we are happy also
that we ar ur sons, who salute

erable’; and we await the day

‘n we will be ble to ' public
that worship due to your nted and
venerated memory.”

They have, indeed, come within your

rates, my hrethren, the spiritual leaders
f the nation g yet young and
vigorous, others grown old in their long
and laboriou They have come
from neig ing dioceses, from the sis
r provinces, from the North and from
the South, and as far even as the remote
regions of the West and from the Pacifie
provinces of Aund what a
was gou g to say,

reception you have
The state in the

some bei

inistry.

Columbia,

at a triumphal
prepared for them,

t Governor and the municipal authorities
rthy sueccessor of Mgzr. de Laval in
SardiRiras tham Nonor. Yad ) f
| y considerati nei ¢
their nationality, or the locality from
‘ ch they co The » all fathers
! 1e council, and that sulliced, for your
! being a Y, seemed toe dto
i all red wel “Blessed
Te Whao vthe na of theLord,”
| ed enit 1 ni Doy 5
11 will soon begin their labors, but
‘ they do nof come here to discuss the
| ult problems of our political life,
| ther w i treat  questions of
| commerce i industry. Not
| that they \ isinterested in
these questi they have certain-
ly at heart everything that pertains
to the progress and welfare of their

Saint Boniface, each has had its coun- I

person of His Honor the Lieutenant-

have associated themselves with the

country. Their object, however, aims

at  higher things and dominates all
earthly interests, They have but one

preoeeunpation, and that is the con-
servation and diffusion of the Catho-
lic faith and the eternal salvation of
sonls for which they are responsible
before Almighty God. They will not
seek to formulate new doectrines, as
the inventors and reformers of relig-
ions are to-day the liughing stock of
the whole world.  Tueir eredo is
complete and imwmutable, and from it
not one svllable can be taken, for it
is the old Credo of Jerusalem, of the
Catacombs {and of the Vatican. What
they have come here to do, I will tell
vou in repeating the words of Pius

gathered in s=olemn conelave in the
Kternal Cit I'his couneil will ex
amine with th itest care and will
determine what it considers best to doin
these calamitous times for the greater
glory of God, for the integrity of the
faith, for the ndor of worship, for
the eternal salvation ol men, for
the discipline and solid edueation of t
secalarand regular ¢le for the obser
vation of the « esla i I
relormol worals, tor the Chirst eduea- |
tion of the youuy rt neral peace ‘\
and universal harmouny. ’
With this object in vi t ps |
will study together; they I listen to the |
evidence, seutiments aud wishes of n

of science and experiecnce who

them, and the

urrounad
will authorize discu
and debates which

villalone be animated
by the love of truth aud charity
Christ.  They will seek to correct
abuses, to introduce salutary reforms, to

enconrage or create good works

onder to extend and to fortify at every

point the reign of Gol on earth But,
kuowing, however, that there can be n

duarable edifice
the foundation,
aid of fheaven

gether as the
f old, and then, aided t

unless God Himself lays
they will the

and they

implore
will pray w
ipostles prayed in the

divine

ght and knowledge, will mal I
mendations whieh the sovereign author

ity in Rome will be called upon te
sanction, and which you will receive,
my brethren, with that piety and re- |
‘\‘1'('[ tacumbent ‘117«'1 Ltrue anda subp 1
missive sous of the church. |
Here, thoref the con \ !
are all iut lear! ved |
brethren,
that part 0 you
is a fervent pr s day. Lord
Wwus, it is ind for Y I
glory that 11 red here at the
present moment. Assist us, e te
us, and direct us. Let all hum sent
ment be banished from our deliber
tions and from our work, that Your
grace 1V accompal and guide us

all things. Flood onr hearts with that
charity with which Your heart is oy

o
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MRS, JAMES FENWICK

My cure med hog 1 m
f 1 « edr t [ w

y bad 1 nted tod |

1 e of very bad

that a 1 br t a
E -3 t-a tot hou

' { [ ed to t

but I w 1d that it s

I had ta 1 nearly two
| o t xperic

up the treatment, 1 1 f
taking f box I was cur ind wher
I appeared the s t friend
| said, *The dead has come to life

literally true, because I

flowing. Purify our lips in order that ! at death’s door
they may offer anc alone words of | )
life and of salvation. Blessed Virgin, |
Mother of our God be in our mids ‘ 6
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v was given on the 21st at
Speucerwood by His Honor the Licuten
ant-Governor of the provinee of Quebr ¢,
Alphonse Pelletier, in honor of the
apostol delegate and the archbishops
and bishops of Canada, who are in this
city attending the plenary council. At
the conclusion of the dinner, His Honor
rose and said that it was the custom at
Spencerwood to propose but one toast,

out any speech.

“Owing to the solemnity,” he added,
“ 1 wonld say, the sublimity of the occa-
sion, I feel that I may permit mysell to
depart from the custom. His Exeellency,
the Apostolie Delegate, in his reply to
the address of the eitizens of Quebec the

not only to the salvation of souls but also
to the prosperity of the country, I am
» repeat here what 1 have said
on many oceasions that 1 desire the

happy te

bhest

understanding and the most intimate
union between the religions and civil
authority. Hence 1 propose that we

raise our glasses to the health of the
King and to the health of the sovereign
Pontiff.”

At this point the royal band played
the national anthem and the pontifical
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