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THE CATHOLIC SWEETHEART AND SPINSTER.

Popular fallacy ascribes perfect 
happiness to heart-free girlhood; but 
in truth there is a pathetic side to 
Jta dainty comedy. Under its laugh­
ter trembles a soit and its smile 
shimmers with shed and undbed 
tears, as Spring sun shines between 
April showers. The days when boy 
is girl's childish duplicate are golden
days Indeed; but his subtle truandai- sot. She fulfill; oho surpasses his

tineas of character, the Catholic men 
iri rare who is not grave and nobly 
stern at heart. He has tests * and 
touchstones which thg average wo­
man fails all unknowingly, and stan­
dards of judgment of which he reveals 
no sign. But the Catholic sweetheart 
need not fear the husband of whom 
the lower is but the gallant procur­

ation into her social complement 
matfks the down of a troublous era. 
There are transitional phases of at­
traction through which every girl 
is bound to pass, and continual re­
adjustment of conviction accepted by 
her innocence and inexperience as 
final, frets and fevers her impatient 
young spirit.

Were she but left to her own soul— 
wherein Christ, with the spirit of 
love and light, lives and acts—she 
would soIvq in due time, and with no 
risk of error, the deep and delicate 
problems of womanhood and voca­
tion. But at this crisis she is not 
left in the peace her spirit craves, 
morq’s the pity; but rushed in upon 
by the inveterate flippancy and vul­
garity of matrimoaiy-mad matrons or 
would-be-matrons, whose banal badi­
nage profanes the virginal ground 
that the angels of childhood still

In the lirstt blush of self-conscious­
ness and life-knowledge, a girl is not 
only a sensitive plant, but a sensi­
tive-plate, indelibly and dispropor­
tionately impressed by the special 
spirit environing her; and many a 
precocious and disastrous marriage 
not made in heaven results from the 
social microbe inoculating even the 
immature school-girl with an unholy 
horror of coming into the unpopular 
title of "old maid' !"

"To* be, or not Id be—love anti mar­
riage ?" in truth is the vital ques­
tion of every girl's life; but i»t should 
be left to ask and answer Itself in 
God’s good time: and the spiritual 
•and social crudity that anticipates it 
in mere wanton frivolity has an ac­
count—a grave immortal account—to 
render 1

^ But thq Catholic "engaged girl’ 
and her elder sister whose single bles­
sedness is established as a permanqnt 
state of life have escaped- the perils 
of y out Mu 1 mistake, and solved tiiQ 
problem of girlhood differentially, yet 
with equal rectitude, each according 
to her vocative lights ! The bride- 
el eot represents the natural woman 
super naturalized; the confirmed spin­
ster—if her choice of the single state 
be voluntary—the exceptional wo­
man whoso marked individuality of 
temperament, taste, or ambition de­
mands the independence of the um 
married life.

Comparison of the social value and 
personal happiness of Uiese represen­
tative types is neither just nor deli­
cate. Under Divine law, each legiti­
mately is a spiritual law unto itself, 
*T>ringiiïg free will to the service of 
destiny ! : • 4

Yet the truism is irrefutable that 
"411 the world loves a lover;" and 
the pretty, poetic, blushing; smiling*, 
magnetically joyous and hopeful 
"young sweetheart”—as the beauti­
ful old name signifies the maiden low­
ing and beloved—undoubtedly mono* 
polizes popular favor. The spinster, 
conventionally maligned as soured 
and embittered by disappointment 
and envy, yet whom countless in­
stances prove the mdat unselfish and 
tender-hearted creatures, is the last 
to quarrel with the natural preference 
that she shares openly or in secret. 
In truth, it is she who above all 
other women, reveres lowe as a mys­
tery of beauty amid joy, and Idealizes 
the human lovers.

To sustain the ideality of lowe ii 
the face of realities, is the character­
istic mission of the Catholic sweet­
heart. To her alone is marriage 
sacrament of the spirit, and not 
mere social convention. It is she 
who brings td her engagement a sense 
of moral responsibility—a spiritual 
«standard which is the touchstone of 
«notional privilege and romantic pre­
cedent . She stands not arily. for 
lowe, but for its youthful innocence, 
its tender purity, its divine obliga­
tions. In these sacred attributes, 
rather than in mere personal happi­
ness and social honor, the reel dignd 
ty and sweetness of her position cbq- 
«i»t.

Jn these, too, lie ner supreme 
charm, her resistless spell for her 
lower. Materialism is bred in men, 
but they are bom idealists, and like 
Esau, pine for their bartered herit­
age. Their social pretence of flip­
pancy is a case of "still waiters. 
Even as these "run deep," eo 
lib© levity is lhe mask of < 
nemv and in spite of appearances 
which are against his depth and lof-

highest ideals; and her little hand 
not only holds his joy of earth, but 
also his faith in the practical good
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normal girl-r» girl as proud of her 1 above the rubies. In her he has no
of human godliness, sustaining ^ bis lover, tuThappy In lowing and being I light love» the mere vane of his for-
hope of heaven.

The sweetheart has reached the 
truce-timfr, the halcyon, days of her 
life, though she does ncit realize it. 
Before her tye the burden and heat of

loved, as simply pleased with her { tunes; no false love, to fail Ms love’s 
gifts, and gratified by her social ho- holiest visions; no fair-weeither lowe, 
nore, as gay at the dance and the to flee when shadows gather. True

the day of maturity, (ha untried ra­
pids of married life; behind, the trar 
vail and streets of maidenhood» to 
which peace has came through love 
alone ! She rides at anchor in sight 
of the haven of love, and if her out­
look is optimistic, she is worthy to 
have her "dream comq true," inas­
much as she is worthy of lorve.

The Catholic sweetheart has not 
giggled or boldly coquetted her way 
into marriage-engagement "for fun," 
or in desire for a Solitaire ring 1 She 
has not invited or encouraged ad­
vances, morally or otherwise unwor­
thy of her, for the sake of exploiting 
an admirer. She has not desecrated 
and sulliqd love by light and senti­
mental flirtations, or been influenced 
in her choice of the marriage vocation 
by any unscrupulous motive. She has 
rot been the slave of mere fancy, or 
of soulless ambition, or been en­
slaved to the mere beauty-man, per 
se—tiie rich* map, the society man, 
the fascinating man, the popular man 
whdso preference flatters) her because 
her dearest friend or bitterest foe is 
"dead in love" with him! Above all, 
she has not cast to the wiritis her se­
lective privilege, lest fastidiousness 
result in celibacy ! No, the Catho­
lic sweetheart, enshrined in the pride 
and purity of spiritualized! and self- 
respecting maidenhood, has stood 
apart and afar from vulgar folly, re­
sponding only when true love, claim­
ed her ! Therefore she is a sweet­
heart, not only beloved- but reverenc­
ed, and) reverence is true love’s more 
sacred name and synonym in the 
hearts and the souls of men!

For men have souls, though the 
sweetheart of devotional practices, 
especially if a brotherless youth has 
failed to familiarize hqr with mascu­
line simplicity of spirit, is apt to re­
sent the spiritual torpor and unre- 
spohsiveness she seem» to discover in 
her happy-go-lucky lover, and to 
ÿump at the conclusion that all men

soulless. But no ! Men hove lofty in life takes on intimate sig-ni- 
souls. though starved and stunted by ficance, while personal blessings
temporal ambitions and worldly avo- 
tations—souls that cry out to the 
sweetheart and wife for spiritual as 

all as perfect human complement. 
The girl of material standards, of lax 
elides, of frivolous sentiments, of sel­
fish ideals or ratiler non-ideals of 
lifs, fad Is this supreme challenge, and 
disappoints love's most dear demand. 
She may be courted and married by 
men at their worst, nut she Is not 
truly loved by them—and where true 
low© is not, marriage is a tragical 
failure. , ,

dinner, as absorbed in her trousseau, 
as thrilled in anticipation' of the mere 
external glory of the wedding day— 
as the most invqterate little world­
ling with whom love dallies and 
trifles. But beneath these emotional 
shallows, what a Divine /undercurrent 
the lover is breasting ! What pure 
prayers, wWat grand resolves, what 
sublime consecration, wiSat visions of 
life beautiful, of love mystical, of 
sweet home’s ideal domesticity, of 
tender wifehood; of proudly dignified- 
yet' gracious social matronlineee, of 
the divine mystery of human mother­
hood, the immortal visions that ore 
the devitalizing, demoralizing lack of 
the society of the day ! Nor does she 
forecast» the consecrntlvo span of her 
own love-1 if evenly. The chord of love 
is the perfect chord of universal life, 
harmonizing both major and minor 
notes of humanity.

That "love begets love" is a truth 
stopping short of the whole .truth. 
Love begets nobler charity—true 
Christian altruism." Before first love 
youth, in spite of its popular reputa­
tion to the contrary, is hard and 
cold and unconsciously cruel. Its 
response to lavish6parental love is 
virtually untender and selfish. It ac­
cepts affect i on. as a matter of course, 
and- devoted service as a right» never 
doubting or questioning, its own per­
sonal worth, or scrupling its scant 
or graceless reciprocation. It is cri­
tical of its neighbor, and perchance 
dutifully punctilious rather than 
spontaneously generous in its love 
and' service of God. But loivo's di-» 
vine miracle changes all this, ex­
panding the heart by the identical 
emotion that concentrates it. God 
is revealed or realized with new vi­
vidness—as the living God, prayqr 
becomes impassioned, and all the 
human world is near ana dear In its 
joy and sorrow—man and woman 
and little child. The self-absorption 
and egotism of the past are recog­
nized and repented; selfish indifference 
glows to generous enthusiasms, and 
all that is beautiful and noble and

strain beyond self like ministering 
angels to share their sweet grace 
with others. Gentle words, terider 
deeds, dote from love’s apocalypse*— 
tiofole efforts and grandest ideals. And 
all these the Catholic sweetheart 
brings to the married life, to digni­
fy, sweeten, exalt, immortalize it.

Well may the heart of lover and 
husband rest in her, his pearl of 
great price, whose value is indeed

But the Catholic sweetheart will 
make marriage a success, if the so­
cial evils of the day have not 
brought God’s curse dn it. From her 
cradle She has been prepared for this 
special apoetolate. Her “long, long 
thoughts of youth,” inspirational 
and revelative, have bean celestial 
texts 'for her wifely mission. As child 
and girl she lias beem infused with the 
grace that, not only sanctifies but 
strengthens. Her innocence, «the 
dream and desire of all men and lov­
ers, was not “lost” with childish igr 
norance, but gently matured by 
knowledge into the nobler purity of 
mind1 and- heart which is the shrine ait 
which the worst man Imeels. She 
has grown so instinctively and na­
turally into full moral responsibility 
and vital sense of Divine and human 
duty that to take life and love cocv- 
scientiokisly and earnestly is no cons­
cious effort, tbut as second nature to 
hqr, establishing her as the inspiring 
and congenially intelligent life-com­
panion and comrade, as well as the 
worthy love-mart*. Man can ask no 
more of woman in any or all of her 
possible relations to him then the 
Catholic sweetheart holds him. She. 
blends spirituality with sweet femi­
nine humanity, and rto. Ideal sur­
passes this dual rqaJity.

What she is in spirit and- in truth, 
however, it Is for her lower alone to 
learn, in the communion of love’s 
more sacred hours, or of life’s dedp 
or crucial experiences. Superficially, 
she is neither more ûor. lèse than a

Cun Eat Anything Mow.
How many Dyspeptics can 

say that?
Or perhaps you are dyspeptic 

and don't know

Have you any of these 
symptoms ?

Variable appetite, a faint gnawing feel­
ing at the pit of the stomach, unsatisfied 
hunger, • loathing of food, rising and 
soaring of food, a painful toad at the 
pit of the stomach, constipation, or are 
yon gloomy and miserable? Then yon 
are a dyspeptic. The core is careful diet; 
avoid stimulants and narcotics, do not 
drink at meals, keep regular habite, and 
regulate the stomach and bowels with

BURDOCK BLOOD BITTERS, 
Nature's specific for Dyspepsia.

Ml— Laura Chicoine, Belle Anse, Qua.» 
says of its wonderful curative powers i— 
"Last winter I was very thin, and was 
fast losing flesh owing to the run-down 
state of my system. I suffered frpsn 
Dyspepsia, loss of appetite and bad blood. 
I tried everything I could get, but to 
no purpose ; then finally started to use 
Burdock Blood Bitters. From the first 
day I felt the good effect of the medicine, 
and am now feeling strong and well again. 
I can eat anything now without any ill 
after-effects. It gives me great pleasure 
to recommend Burdock Blood Bitters, ior 
l feel it Saved my life.”

and faithful lowing and loyal unto 
death is the Catho-lic sweetheart, 
whom man loves, and God bleesee.

What, then, of her sister, the Car 
tholic spinster ? In sacred truth can 
she plead justification-, and recom­
pense and vocative mission—or ia her 
life as tradition is fain to coiwidce 
us, a desolate and barren waste ?

Let us put to her censors the in­
intelligent ouest ion: Who is «justified 
in assuming that the spinster is un­
loving and unloved ? If hearts know 
their own bitterness, may they not 
know, too, secret sweetness. Per­
chance the spinster has loved unwor­
thily, and gained, not lost by the di­
vine mistake. Perchance she has lov­
ed SBcrificially, immolating on the al­
tar of duty her woman-dream of wed­
lock. Perchance she has loved, as 
the moth lovqs the star, some un­
attainable good that sbe is better 
and best for loving, since love is 
never vain, never futile. Perchance 
she has “loved and lost,” and in los­
ing ithe mortal lover, retained im­
mortal love. Let none presume in 
sheer ignorance to judge and there­
fore misjudge her. It is true, pro­
videntially true, that to the few wo­
men, love and lover in the sense of 
marriage opportunity, never conxv 
but the few exceptions do not stand 
for the great majority—single by 
force of vocation, or because their 
course of true love has not “run 
smooth.” In a-ny case, a loveless life 
is an impossible paradox. Love is 
the life of the human heart, and 
every living creature loves some per­
son or some ideal. If the love be 
unhaippy, has it no claim to rever­
ence ? Oh, light world, oh, cruel 
world, think !

But the representative Catholic 
spinster has the single vocation, and 
her problem is what to do with it. 
That t-ho world makes it hard for 
her, there is no gainsaying. It cedes 
her such tribute as it must, but its 
commission is grudging. If perforce 
it favors her, it condescends and pa­
tronizes. “Poor” spinster ! What 
though she be proving great soul, 
grea/t intellect, great heartedness ?, 
Still, she is "only an old maid"—not 
a wife or mother.

Is there no union of heart, then ?
Is there no maternity in the spirit ?
A whole class of celibate men serve 
religion-, art, science, philanthropy. 
Is it according to Divine economy, to 
natural harmony, that these mascu­
line souls, minds and hearts have no 
spiritual, intqllect-ual, sympathetic fe­
minine counterparts ? And aside 
from this fact that social class bad 
ancea class, is there no motherhood 
save in the natural order ? Whart of 
the creative gifts of genius, the pro­
lific Divine spark ? What of the social 
mission that leaves fruit even unto 
future generations ? What of the 
maternal service of the strong and 
unselfish, to the weak and impotent? 
What of the motherhood of orphans 
by the life of active charity, whose 
heroic sacrifice and c obsecration* are 
not confined to the convent ?

Mother Church first, and we might 
almost add "and last,’’ since as yet 
she has few followers, recognizes the 
single life as a secular vocation, and 
the spinster honorable in her observ­
ance of it. Therefore the Church is 
the Catholic spinster> court of ap­
peal and refuge. It supplies all that 
the blind, foolish world may deny 
her. In the Chiirch is love—Divine 
love humanized’ in the Savior, ideal­
ized in the eucharistie real presence, 
and vitalized in its tendereet Bind 
mopt appealing) incarnate phase, in 
the crib of Bethlehem. In the Church 
is friendship of the supreme type that 
ov<sn a Napoleon recognized as "the 
t/ue image of the Deity" the friend­
ship of the father of souls, of the 
priestly brother of Catholic men and 
women, whose wounds are faithful, 
and who heals' them with sacramental 
balm. In the Churchy too, the arts 
and aesthetics lavish upon, the aocial-
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t>T. PATRICK'S SOCIETY—E.t- 
ltahed Much 6th, 1856; tncorocL 
*t«l 1868; revised 1840. Meets in 
St. Patrick's Hall, 93 St. Aleian, 
«1er street, first Monday of the, 
month. Committee meets last We*, 
nesday. Officers : Rev. Director 
Rev. M. Callaghan, p.p.; President** 
Mr. P. J. Curran; 1st Vice-Presi­
dent, W. P. Kearney; 2nd Vice, B 
J. Quinn; Treasurer, W. Duracki’ 
Corresponding Secretary, w. j 
Crowe; Recording Secretary, T. p 
Tanaey. 1

Looms, Insurance, Renting and Col­
lecting of Rente. Moderate chargee, 
and prompt returoe.

Bel I Tel. Slain SDOI High! Adnyeerv lee

CONROY BROS.
m28 Centre Street 

Practical PlMkcra, Bat ■■« SliaBltteu
ESTIMATES MITEE.

Jobbing Promptly Attended To.

t etebliehed 1864.

C. O’BRIEN,
House, Sign ana Decorative Pain It t

PLAIN AND DBCOAATIVB
PAPER-NANS! R.

Whitewashing and Tinting Orders promptly
attended to. Terms moderate.__

Residence, 75 Atlmkr Street. Office, 647 Dor­
chester street, east of Bleary street. Montreal.

Bell Telephone, Up 205.

LAWRENCE RILEY
PZ.AI

Successor to John Riley. Established in 1866. 
Plain and Ornamental Plastering. Repairs of 

•r< mptly attended to* Estimates fur-all kinds pn mptly attended to. B*1 
nished. Postal orders attended to.

5 PARIS STREET, Pole! SI. Charles.
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!RODIE’S CELEBRATED
SELF-8AISINC FLUOR

lathe Original and the Best.
A PREMIUM givre for the emptj bat 

etur neo to oar Office.

C.U.B.A. OF CANADA, Branch 
—Organized 13th November, 1883. 
Branch 26 meets at St. Patrick’* 
Hall, 82 St. Alexander street, on 
every Monday of each month. The- 
regular meetings for the transaction 
of business are held on the 2nd aad 
4th Mondays of each month at 8* 
o'clock p.m. Officers: Spiritual 
Adviser. Rev. J. p. Killoran; Chau, 
cellor, W. F: Wall; President. J+ 
M. Kennedy; 1st Vice-President, J. 
H. Maiden; 2nd Vice-President, J* 
P. Dooley; Recording Secretary, R+ 
M. J. Dolan, 16 Overdale Ave.; As­
sistant Rec. Sec., W. J. Macdon- 
aJ<* Financial Seeretary, J. J. Co*- 
tig»®, 825 St. Urbain street; Trea­
surer. J. H. Kelly; Marshal. J* 
Walsh; Guard, M. J. O'Regan; 
Trustee», T. J. Finn. W. A. Hodg* 
son. P. J. D'Arcy, R. Gahan, T» 
J. Stevens; Medical Advisers. Dr* 
H. J. Harrison; Dr. E. J. O’Con­
nor, Dr. G. H. Merrill.
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ROOFERS, Etc,

ARE YOUR STOVE BRICKS IN 
BAD ORDER ?

DON’T WORRY I
"Pmbray” Stove Uili|

WILL FIX IT.
6 lb. will repair........................ ....8Bo
10lb. will renew...............................40®

This is the best Store Cement in the 
market to-day, and is fully guaranteed.;

6E0R6E W. REED » CO
ROOFERS, Ac.

870 Oral* Street

isolated woman their purest and 
highest achievements—classic beauty 
of architecture, of sculpture, ot palat­
ins: the divine art ot music in its 
occlceieetical simplicity*, inspired, elo- 
cruence end oratory, impressive rites.

majestic service, a bounty of lights 
and flowers, all encompassed by the 
atmosphere of the "peace passing 
understanding"—that is the desire of 
all humanity, yet the world's vain 
quest, sought outside of «the one true 
"sanctuary." The Catholi-c epinister 
who loves her church knows that, all 
loive, ail friendship, all pure pleasures 
are in i,t. Possessing lit, she lacks 
nothing, she misses nothing, even of 
heart-life, of social life. In truth, 
the Church is thq earthly vestibule 
of the heaven where there is "neither 
marriage nor giving in marriage.

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. AND B. so. 
-CHÛTY—Meets on the second Sun. 
day of every month in tit. Patrick'» 
Hall, 22 St. Alexander street, at 
8.30 p.m. Committee of Manage, 
ment meets in same haH on the 

first Tuesday of every month, at » 
p.m. Rev. Director. Rev. .I«„ ku. 
lor an; President» J. H. Kelly;
Sec., J. D'Arcy Kelly, 18 Valles
street.

ST. ANN’S T. A. A B. SOCIETY 
established 1863.-Rev. Director* 
Rsv. Father McPhail; President. D. 
Gallery. M.P.; Sec., J. f. Quinn. 
625 St, Dominique street; treasure 
er, M. J. Ryan, 
street.

18 St. Augustin 
Meets on the second Sun* 

dsy of every month, in St. Ann's 
Hall, cerner Young and Ottawa 
streets, at 8.30 p.m.

PATENT SOT ICITORct

I PROMPTLY SECURED!
We solicit the business of Manufacturers niv

gmeers and others who realize the advisability of 
having their Patent business transacted try Ex 
perta. Preliminary advice free. Charges mode 
rath. Oar Inventors» Help, 126 pages, sent upon 
request. Marion & Marion, New York Life adz, 
Montreal ; and Washington, D.C.. Ü.S A-

SYNOPSIS IF CANADIAN NORTH-WEST
HOMESTEAD REGULATIONS.

NY even numbered section of Do-Ail œinioc Lands in Manitoba or 
the Nort hweet Provinces, excepting 
8 and 26, not reserved, may Le 
homesteaded by any person who is* 
the sole head of a family, or any 
male over 18 years of age, to the 
extent of one-quarter section of 160 
acres, mors or lees.

Entry may be made personally at 
the local land office for the district 
in which the land Is situate, or if the 
homesteader desires, he may, on ap­
plication to the Minister of the In­
terior, Ottawa, the Commissioner of 
Immigration, Winnipeg, or the local 
agent receive authority lor some one 
to make entry for him.

The homesteader is required to per­
form the conditions connected there­
with under one of the following plans;

(1) At least six months’ residence 
upon and cultivation of the lend in 
each year for three years.

(2) If thq farther (or mother, if the 
father is deceased) of the homestead­
er resides upon a farm in the vicinity 
of the land entered for the require­
ments as to residence may be satis­
fied by such person residing with the 
father or mother.

(8) If the settler has his permanent 
residence upon farming land owned 
by him in the vicinity of his home-But the spinster of especially reli­

gious instinct» is apt to cloister her-. eteed, the requirements as to 
self in seclusion, so she is less famil-l denes may be satisfied by residence 

iarly in evidence than the spinster * upon the said land.
called to the activi 
whom the world's

ve
ts

life, against, six months’ notice
are directed.

in writing

If she servos little children her "ma­
ternal passion" is criticised. If she 
visite the sick, "charity is the re­
source of old maids.’’ If she is gen­
erous in aima-givitig, "she ‘
Other use for her money." 
means or absorbing life-work compel 
financial economy, "old maid#
•«W. «M* «$ tt"'™ " Tl
nature is genial and

should be given to the Commissioner
of Dominion Lands ad Jprtrtawa of in­
tention to apply tor patent.

N.B.—-Unauthorized publication of 
this advertisement will no* b®

Deputy of y* Mtniater of the Interior.

‘"Wf ' ^fMgl
xm]

,, prw>rf.tor

SOQG
[ Irish Affection f

When I served on the 1 
Mon, fregueat houee-to

my district formed, at 
Vith mixed feelings, no 
port ot my drdinary duti 
tem of visitation is unde 
useful, or rather a very 1 
lcf the interests of relie 

eon-catholic atmosphere 
lish city. The Streets x 
my district xvere inhabit, 
of the poorer working cl 
i3 almost needless to sa; 
dominantly Irish by birtl 
There were whole streets 
Catholic as any in Dubl 
ood one could hear there 
ty of accent, from the 
pronunciation of Antrim 
rich brogue of Kerry; ai 
plausible, insinuating toi 
lin to the broad, Gaelic-f 
of Connaught. •

To go amongst them ^ 
of plettsure to me in one 
of pain in another. It 
sure to receive their wa 
Irish welcome: and it we 
ing, painful thing to see 1 
ont n:any of them bad g 
practice of their relig 
They were poor, too,—mo 
•wretchedly so. Potor «the; 
to Liverpool in the famin 
poor, for the most part, 
their children remained o' 
ktifew some who had come 
aa return cargo at a non 
coni boats, in “the bad t 
after long years of toil aa 
their material condition ' 
at all improved, from t-h 
were shot out as so muèt 
the quays, friendless, stf 
worse still, possibly alrc 
stricken.

I confess it often broug 
into my throat to see, in 
among 'them, an aged 
sitting by a cold, cheerio 
stove, in some miserable 
with a sad, far-away 
tear-dimmed, weary eyes, 
tokening to my fancy th; 
dreaming of a cottage in 
land, situated, mayhap, 
sant green hillside or ii 
valley, in which she spqn 
girlhood, but which she ■ 
see again. I must retur 
to my theme, which is ti: 
Parish.

Some time after I was 
tied down in the Mount 
the bright thought struck 
1 was not overburdened 
I might, profitably to my 
with agreeable variety to 
troduce the English syste 
to-house visitation among 
the excess, perhaps, of nr 
as I afterwards thought, in 
abundant exuberance of r 
ary enterprise, I accofrdin 
off one fine morning for a 
visits, taking the leading 
rather "boreen,” up th< 
side. I had a blacktho 
and was armed wflth the 
which my predecessor hax 

I may say, in passing, 1 

sidered this book defeetiv 
complete in many parti oui 
was my intention to brin 
improved and amended ed 
wi-th marginal notes reç 
different entries,—notes tl 
perhaps, prove useful to 
rato.s. This, to my mind, 
ther proof of the mecessit 
course on which I was afc 
bark- 1 noticed-, in lookii 
*>ook, that the compiler 
careless, at times, in reg 
ages of the members of t 
families, in cases mon 
whore they were all growr 
to tho record of "Honoria 
dew," whoso family consk 
Çirls and one boy, the yo 
latter was registered as 
years of age; and after tin 
the oldest girl. Mary Brij 
was, in the age column, a 
torrogation, with ditto 
Column opposite the name 
otfu* girls. In another p 
this entry : "Sarah M<xr 
ri(x,; a«e, 31—(moryagfe).’ 
«d to remedy W defects 

In CVcry hdudaT visited, 
n6erilpss to say, a kindly 
®*d invariably an invitatio 

take an air o’ the !
the weather wa# tl

I kent «.w—a ït kept the object of my', ml 
y in view, however; and 

-noulriea In each 
’*’Uler ” not all went t 

8UW,V' «ri attended to li 
-hike. In some raw* 

!forc replying to 
«o*. ««
looke<i U me i„


