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I ! the Sovereign Pontiff.

Still is the Church preoccupied with 
the lot of the religious who are un­
der the stroke of persecution in 
France, as when a member is afflict­
ed the whole body feels the blow. 
Ton thousand institutions broken up, 
one-third as many under the axe! 
who that has seen at work one such 
house or school, academy or college, 
hospital or orphanage, but is appall­
ed at the ravage, the destruction, 
the moral havoc thus wrought am­
ong a whole people, but especially in 
the ranks of its youth! Not many 
months since we mentioned the mo­
tives which instigate perverse gov­
ernments and "rulers of the world 
of this darkness" to pense ;ute those 
who bind themselves by vow to the 
service of God. But a deeper mys­
tery remains for enquiry: Why the 
Providence of God permits thos de­
struction? The sage tells us " the 
souls ot the just are in the hand of 
God and the torment of death shall 
not touch them." They are the ob­
ject of His special care. Whence 
therefore the nuin?

WHY GOD PERMITS IT.—Let us 
go over to Bethlehem. The Word 
Incarnate, object of the Father's In­
finite complacency, is just born. The 
suspicions of a jealous and cruel rul­
er are aroused, and forthwith the 
Saviour might meet death in their 
midst. Miraculously the new-born 
King is carried out of the reach of 
Herod’s satellites. His hour was not 
yet come, and "He that dwelt in 
heaven laughed at them.” Neverthe­
less the Holy Family had to leave 
their home, take the tedious journey 
across the desert and dwell long 
years in a dark, pagan land. As for 
the innocent babes, they were merci­
lessly slaughtered, their only crime 
being they were near the Redeemer 
and about His ago. No heed was 
given to the loud, bitter lamenta­
tions of the mothers, Rachel bewail­
ing her children because they are not. 
A great martyrdom, a cruel specta­
cle! exclaims St. Augustine, and yet 
their enemy could not have profited 
them by his homage so much as he 
has by his hate; for, greater than 
the iniquity perpetrated was the 
blessing conferred on infants and mo­
thers. The massacred Innocents were 
made the bosom companions of the 
Divine Infant to be raised on the al­
tars of God’s Church, and to shine 
foreven in the glorious Hierarchy of 
the Incarnation.

BLESSING TO THEMSELVES. - 
Christ is even renewing in His 
Church, especially in its just mem­
bers, the life of His Three and Thirty 
Years and still makes use of the ini­
quity of men to carry out His d. 
signs for the glorification of the 
elect. Those in particular whose 
lives arc destined to approach his 
own life, who are called to keep be­
fore the world the example of His 
virtues, must expect occasions, tri­
als and vicissitudes aWn to those 
which occurred in His own lifetime 
and supplied the material facts of 
Mia mysteries. "The servant is not 
greater than his Lord. If you know 
these things you shall be blessed if 
you do them. If they have perse­
cuted Me they will also persecute 
you."

That very Providence of God which 
watches in a. very special manner 
over religious communities subjects 
them i^o persecution that they may 
exercise the perfect detachment from 
all that is perishable which they pro­
fess. The good angel said to Tobias: 
"Because thou west acceptable to 
God, it was necessary that tempta­
tion should prove thee." God’s fa­
therly Providence governs His chil­
dren to their blessedness, sends them 
graces and trials, according to their 
state of life. To them who sdrve 
Him in a worldly calling arc allot­
ted "the tribulation of the flesh." 

^the struggle for existence, sickness in 
the home, and not unfrequently death 
in the family, that they may be 
weaned from the pleasures of earth 
and become possessed of an everlast­
ing heritage. But those who have 
given up all for His sake, broken 
family ties and panted with this 

• Vs ambitions, have another or- 
f trials whereby they may reach 

detachment. The very joys 
they And in the service of God, 

and fruitfulness of their 
in the harvests which they

reap in souls, are snatched from them 
as if by an invisible hand. Contradic­
tions arise and obstacles are thrown 
in their path. They are ousted from 
monastery and chapel, wherein they 
had tasted such peace and consola­
tion, from the colleges and institu­
tions which were the busy scenes of 
their fruitful labors. Sent on the 
noad of exile amongst people who 
cannot appreciate their character or 
qualities, understand their language 
or recognize their services, they must, 
forsooth begin lifo.ove^ again in or­
der to adapt themselves to a new en­
vironment and submit to another or­
der of circumstances. Thus they learn 
to lean on God alone and put their 
trust solely in His help, as the Dis­
ciples, when they returned rejoicing 
on the miracles they had worked and 
the devils they had cast out, heard 
from their Master that they were to 
rejoice not because the spirits were 
subject to them, but "that their 
names were written in heaven.” fc>o 
Joseph and Mary, warned by the an­
gel, rose at night and leaving behind 
the shelter and comforts Bethlehem 
afforded, betook themselves to the 
land of Egypt and remained there 
long years of exile. Saint Ignatius, 
having founded his society, written 
volumes of constitutions and secured 
their approval at Rome, would have 
taken only a quarter hour of prayer 
to be completely reconciled to the de­
struction of his life-work, if God so 
willed. Ho prayed, too, that his So­
ciety might never be free from perse­
cution—a prayer which has proved so 
efficacious that there has never been 
a time since when some province or 
mission has not been under the ben 
of expulsion or suppression. The blow 
dealt in one pant of the world to one 
province is an object-lesson to all the 
rest. Mine to-day thine to-morrow, 
and all reap the benefit.

A BENEDICTION. —Another pro­
found reason why God’s Providence 
permits the dispersal of those conso=- 
crated to Him in the work of the 
Apostleship is the greater welfare of 
souls and the wider spread of the 
fruits of the Redemption. It is one 
of the ordinary means He uses to 
bring this great end about. "When 
you are persecuted in one city flee to 
another." Notwithstanding the ap­
parent advantages of laboring am- 
jigst one’s own, of having an intim­

ate knowledge of their ways and cus­
toms, of being the living embodi­
ment, as it were, of the national tra­
ditions! it is a broad principle, which 
the Savior exemplified in His own 
public life and handed to the Disci­
ples that one is not a prophet in his 
own country. The more willingly 
will men receive him as an ambassa­
dor from heaven and accept the mes- 

;e, as they recognize in him the 
leading features of the typical High 
Priest, without fathon or mother or 
genealogy, lifted above the» common 
piano of men’s lives and ways. Be­
sides, it is this - highest kind of ac­
tual detachment from all that is of 
earth which renders the missionary 
an instrument in the hands of God 
for the accomplishment of His great­
est works. Such achieve the greatest 
results in the apostleship of souls. 
The rain-cloud that hangs closely to 
the mountain peaks despite the favor­
able winds will not empty in refresh­
ing showers upon the parched desert 
lands. Since the days of the Apostles 
down to our own times, from Jerusa­
lem to the farthest limits of the 
earth, and nowhere more than on our 
own continent, it is men born dn dis­
tant countries, of strange tongue, or 
foreign accent who have been the 
pioneers of faith and Catholicity. The 
modern movement in the Church of 
England, which has brought and con­
tinues to bring yearly, so many 
strayed sheep into the fold, may be 
traced in some measure to» the good 
example, the patience and other vir­
tues, of the exiled clergy ana reli­
gious of the first French revolution, 
who found refuge on England’s hos­
pitable shores. Is not France to-day 
sending forth her noblest and best, 
the elite of the nation, to convey to 
all lands, even the most distant, 
showers of heavenly benedictions? 
Not only their prayers and good ex­
ample, but theft- labors for the wel­
fare of the peoples among whom their 
lot shall be cast—the cultivation of 
waste lands, the education of youth, 
the care of the sick, to say nothing 
of tho ministry of souls, will amply 
repay the benefits of hospitality. Wc 
may be assured that it is not with­
out a deep design of Providence that, 
at the beginning of a new century, 
such a store of rich and abundant 
seed, garnered up since the days of 
the first revolution, shall be flung to 
the four winds and borne to every 
quarter of the universe.

Yet dispersion like all other tribu­
lations has its dangers. Religious, 
though secularized before the world, 
still carry the obligations of their 
vows before God. Having put their 
hand to the plough they cannot look 
back remaining fit for the Kingdom 
of God. Many are deprived of the 
safeguards and consolations of com­
munity rule and In some measure of 
the direction of superiors, while they

are cast, unprepared as if, into the 
thUk of the world’s struggles and 
temptations. Not a few, robbed of 
their houses and every means of sup­
port have been cast penniless on the 
highways: and a large number have 
had to expose themselves to the per­
ils of long journeys by sea and by 
laud. Hence the solicitude of the 
Sovereign Pontiff and Superiora-Gen- 
eral, shared doubtless by the body 
of the faithful, for the dispersed reli­
gious congregations.

Surely we can offer no more accept­
able prayer to the Divine Heart dur­
ing the month of February than that 
the innocent victims of cruel persecu­
tion may find in that same Heart an 
asylum of refuge, with all the- light, 
strength and consolation which their 
trying circumstances demand.—Rev. 
J. J. C., in the Messenger of the Sab­
ered Heart.

SATURDAY,

CATHOLICITY 
IN SCOTLAND

The following1. facts concerning 
Glasgow Catholics, are mentioned by 
a' correspondent of the " Catholic 
Times." We gather together, he 
writes, in this paragraph some inter­
esting facts concerning Glasgow 
Catholics which were made known 
at the various parochial reunions last 
week. St. Mary's parish enjoys the 
unique position of being in no debt 
and having several thousand pounds 
to the good. Referring to the exten­
sive alterations shortly to take place 
on the church and the school and 
which we understand will cost $35,- 
000, the Very Rev. Canon Dyer, the 
rector, mentioned that no special ef­
fort would have to be made to meet 
the expense, as they had already the 
money- in hand. Rejoicing over the 
spiritual and material prosperity of 
St. Aloysius’ congregation, Spring- 
burn, the rector. Father J. L. Mur­
phy, alluded to the $20,000 spent on 
the new parochial schools as an in­
dication of their sound financial foot­
ing in the district. The Rev. Daniel 
Stewart, the pastor of Kelvinside, 
declared with pardonable pride that 
during the past year he had not only 
been able to meet all the expenses of 
the mission, but to reduce the debt 
by $2,000, besides paying the inter­
est on the original debt. He looked 
forward to further reducing the debt 
by $4,000. with God-? blessing, dur­
ing the present year, if spared, and 
also managing for the building of a 
new church. Perhaps the statements 
made by the Rev. Dr. Mullin are the 
most noteworthy of all. His congre­
gation, St. Patrick’s, Anderson, be­
ing so very large, the St. Andrew’s 
Halls, the most, spacious and com­
modious in the Jcity, had to be se­
cured for their social gathering. In 
opening the proceedings, Dr. Mullin, 
in addressing the enormous multi­
tude, remarked that he was proud of 
St. Patrick's. , Some little time ago, 
the Archbishop of Glasgow, standing 
on the same platform, expressed his 
gratification at noting that the 
Catholics of the city could fill such a 
great hall. But that night, Dr. Mul­
lin was proud to proclaim, St. Pat­
rick’s congregation alone, without 
the aid of other parishes, accom­
plished the feat. Proceeding, Dr. 
Mullin stated that from a financial 
point of view the parish was in a 
most satisfactory condition. Last 
year $5,000 of the debt had been 
paid. Two beautiful side-altars had 
been added to the church, one the gift 
of Mr. Quigley, the other from the 
local Sacred Heart Association. And, 
referring to the late Canon Condon 
Memorial Fund, ho mentioned that 
at one meeting $3,500 was subscrib­
ed ton same, and that in less than a 
week other $1,500 was intimated. At 
the present moment they had already 
on hand in hard cash—the result of a 
few weeks' work—the sum of $5,500. 
Truly a splendid record. The Very 
Rev. Canon Macluskey, speaking at 
St. John’s festival, S.S., pointed out 
that if the Catholics of this city were 
to make any progress, and to exer­
cise tho healthy influence they ought 
to possess, they must support in a 
practical way the League of the 
Cross. The stamp of failure was put 
upon many projects by the curse of 
drink.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS.

Two additional changes in political 
circles are announced. Hon. H. G. 
Carroll. Solicitor-General, has been 
elevated to the Bench for the district 
of Gaspe. Mr. Rodolphe Lemieux, 
the member for Gaspe, takes the var 
cant position of Solicitor-General.

MGR. BMARD.

His Lordship the Bishop of Valley- 
field, presided at an ordination at 
the Cathedral this week. During his 
visit to the city he visited several of 
our Institutions. 1 be
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(From the Liverpool Catholic Times)

With rumors of war and heated dis­
cussion of fiscal problems to occupy 
men’s minds, the public may bo par­
doned for paying less attention than 
it deserves to the line of action ad­
opted by the recalcitnant County 
Councils of Wales. Yet that action 
is of great moment, and deserves the 
careful study of all defenders of de­
nominational education. It is not 
merely a passing event; it is a mighty 
movement determined, persistent, per­
manent. At first, superficial obser­
vers smiled at the resolve of the 
Welsh Nonconformist opponents of 
the Government’s Education Bill to 
refuse to act upon, that is, to put in 
force, all the powers which it con­
ferred upon their representatives in 
the County Councils. These superfi­
cial observers contented themselves 
with believing that the Government 
would very soon see to it that its 
laws were obeyed; and when the 
Board of Education notified that, in 
certain localities, it intended to defer 
the introduction of the Act, they 
were jubilant at thos exhibition of 
spiritedness, and began to think that 
the game of the County. Councils was 
at an end. Others, however, viewed 
with alarm the Welsh Nonconform­
ists’ attitude, fearing that it was a 
little cloud heralding a big storm. 
Events have proved the accuracy of 
their forecast, and will most prob­
ably justify their fears. For, on Fri­
day last, the Consultative Commis­
sion of the Welsh County Councils 
held a meeting at the National Lib­
eral Club, with Mr. Lloyd George, 
M.P., in the chair, to consider what 
course of action should be adopted 
in view of the Board of Education's 
Attitude towards such public bodies 
as had declined to carry out the pro­
visions of the law.

The resolutions come to by the 
committee one serious, so serious as 
to be not unfairly characterized as 
passive rebellion against the law of 
the land. Unanimously, report says, 
the committee advised all Welsh 
Councils in autonomous districts to 
maintain rigidly the attitude they 
have taken up, and to await calmly 
any further step the Board of Educa­
tion may choose to make. Believing 
that the Board would not dare to in­
stitute legal proceedings against all 
the recalcitrant Councils, the Com­
mittee advised that, if one were 
singled out for prosecution, all the 
otheirs should come to its help. And 
it not unnaturally saw in the 
Boand’s postponement of the intro­
duction of the Act into certain local 
areas an escape for the Councils of 
such areas; for unless and until the 
Act is introduced, who can be held 
guilty of Infringing any provisions of 
it? Various other resolutions were 
come to, among them being; that the 
sanitary and fabrical state of the 
non-provided schools should bo care­
fully investigated, and wheJre neces­
sary, full improvements insisted on; 
that until these improvements were 
effected, even the Government grants 
should be withheld; that wherever 
denominational education was given 
in non-provided schools, the time­
tables should be so arranged that it 
would come at the end of the ordin­
ary school lessons; and finally that 
all Welsh representatives in Parlia­
ment should give their united sup­
port to any motions defending what 
Nonconformists consider to be their 
rights. Now, what is all this but a 
rebellion to the law, and a challenge 
to the Government to enforce the law 
if it can? Nor is there here any 
shrinking from Parliamentary discus­
sion; it is foreseen 'fend welcomed. 
The position which thus arises is 
grave. Government 'repression of 
Welsh sentiment would enkindle such 
a fire ip Wales as would quickly 
spread elsewhere, and once our neigh­
bor’s house is on fire, it is high time 
to look after the safety of our own. 
But will the Government venture on 
drastic proceedings against the re­
volting County Councils? He is a 
sanguine hoper who tfilhks sol With 
troubles in the Near and Fair East, 
with fiscal proposals of an unspeak­
ably momentous character at home 
on which it must soon decide, with 
our whole national system of land 
tenure looming up more and more 
distinctly every day—a natural and 
inevitable emergence from any dis­
cussion on trade and the compara­
tive prosperity of industries — what 
Government will have heart to throw 
Itself over the Niagara Falls of edu­
cation Into the rapids of embittered 
religious dissensions further down ? 
The fancy may be dismissed off-hand.

What solution, then, sfill be found? 
It is hard to foresee. Certainly, the 
action of Individuals, or of collective 
bodies, in Wales, refusing to pay or 
levy rates, none of which nr» to br

nomlnationalists are In a minority in 
the Principality, and were they even 
in a majority would scarcely make
head against their opponents, prac­
tical and practised politicians to a 
man. The outlook is serious from 
any point of view. If a Conservative 
Government can provide no help, a 
Liberal Government would simply in­
jure us. Perhaps we can help our­
selves? His Grace the Archbishop of 
Westminster recognizes the gravity of 
the situation, and is resolved to 
spare no pains to safeguard the 
Hghts of our Catholic schools, which, 
even under the Act, are by no means 
free from burdens. The Churchmen 
are not so determined, perhaps be­
cause they are less united than we. 
And they have not, as we have, the 
assurance that a party like the Na­
tionalist Party will solidly support 
any action which is neeeded to main­
tain their rights. Consequently, they 
must make their own bargain, and 
apparently, if we may judge by the 
Durham Concordat, they are quite 
ready to do so. But this again will 
leave us less strong, because more 
unfriended. Everywhere the prospects 
are drear, so drear, that the Scots 
Episcopate are wisely determined to 
seek security and safety, when the 
educational matters of Scotland come 
up for settlement, in a demand for 
separate treatment of the Catholic 
schools. Perhaps, for us in England 
and Wales, the day for obtaining 
that boon is gone. If so, then we 
can rely upon nothing but our own 
strength ... at the polls. We are 
not an insignificant voting power, es­
pecially during a general election, 
when not a seat, but a party, is 
trembling in the balance.

Were we organized, were we united, 
neither Liberal nor Tory programme­
ra aloe rs and election managers would 
helsitate to recognize the value of our 
support. If neither party gave us a 
promise of separate treatment, we 
should have lost nothing; we should 
be where we are. If either promised, 
we should have a chance of winning 
salvation where now only ruin stares 

in the face. If both promised, 
then salvation would be won, and we 
could vote aiccording to our con­
science. But sitting down an^ wait­
ing till the river has flowed past? It 
will ovenflow, and sweep us down the 
current. The three-and-thirty years 
since 1870 have much in. them for us 
to think on, and many lessons may 
be drawn thence. One of those les­
sons surely is that, whatever else we 
have gained, we have not gained an 
enlargement of facilities for religious 
instruction in the schools we nave 
built. If we note carefully and judge 
accurately passing events, we may 
not unreasonably fear a still further 
curtailment of what is to us not sim­
ply a matter of highest conscience, 
but a matter of life and death for 
the Church in this land. Should the 
undenominational party win the bat­
tle in Wales, they will carry their 
victorious march elsewhere, and in 
England itself the great conflict will 
be fought out to the finish.

AH APPROACHING MARRIAGE
Commenting on the approaching 

marriage of Miss Josephine Drexel, 
of the famous Drexel family, of Phil­
adelphia, to R. Duncan Emmet, son 
of Dr. Thomas Addis Emmet, of New 
(York, which is to be celebrated at 
St. Patrick's Cathedral on February 
9, a correspondent of the Boston 
"Herald" writes:

"The marriage ceremony, as ordin­
arily celebrated in the « Catholic 
Church, occupies only a few minutes, 
and is very simple. The ceremony, 
as it will be celebrated in its entire­
ty for Miss Drexel, will take some­
thing more than two hours."

The essential marriage ceremony in 
Miss Drexel's case will not take a 
minute longer than in the case of 
anyone else. But Miss Urexel will be 
married, with a Nuptial Mass, as the 
church desires for all Catholic maid­
ens. It is an ordinary thing for 
Catholics thus to be married. Seem­
ingly, however, the good custom was 
beginning to be neglected among the 
millionaire Catholics of New York, 
and the high standing of the bride 
and groom in the Drexel-Emmet wed­
ding puts a fine point on tho rebuke 
of their good example. Miss Drexel is 
a member of the new Catholic Socie­
ty, "The Daughters of the Faith," 
who have pledged themselves to car­
ry the strictest Catholic moral prin­
ciples into social life. She is a 
daughter of the late Joseph Drexel, 
of Philadelphia, and a cousin of Mo­
ther Katherine Drexel, Foundress of 
the Sisterhood of the Blessed Sacra­
ment, for work among the Negroes 
and Indians. Dr. Duncan Emmet is 
a grand-nephew of the famous Irish 
patriot, Robent Emmet. The, union 
of two American Catholic families so 
worthy of their splendid religious 
and patriotic traditions is 
of more than local interest and in 
happy contrast to the international 
marriages, in wMeh the American 
bride too 
her

The topics which have mainly occu­
pied the attention of the public, i" 
Chicago and elsewhere, during the 
four weeks preceding this issue of our 
"Review” are the followings—(i) 
disaster at the Iroquois Theatre iB 
Chicago; (2) tho threatened war be. 
tween Russia and Japan; and (3) the 
course pursued by the government of 
this countiry in regard to recent 
events in Panama, as bearing on the 
prospect of an inter-oceanic canal. 
Of these in their order:

• • •
The tenrible disaster at the Iro­

quois Theatre has drawn upon Chi­
cago the attention of the civilized 
world. It is needless for us to join 
in the expressions of sorrow and sym­
pathy which have poured in from all 
the great titled of the world. All that 
we propose to do here is to empha­
size the leading lessons which this 
terrible event ought to teach us. 
From all sides comes the question - 
Why did this thing happen? And from 
all sides also comes the answer, with 
practical unanimity—Because tho law 
was not enforced.

There is one respect in which the 
practice of some of the leading na­
tions of Europe is decidedly superior 
to the practice in this country. They 
enforce the law, as they find it; we 
do not. With them the question is— 
What is the law? With us the ques­
tion is—Is it entirely convenient that 
the law should be enforced? When 
shall we learn the lesson that, good 
or bad, expedient or Inexpedient, the 
law is tho law, and that the law, so 
long as it is the law, must be en­
forced at any cost?

It has been truly said that the best 
way to repeal a bad law is to en­
force it. Our State Legislatures and 
our City Councils have contracted an 
evil habit of passing drastic and un­
reasonable laws and ordinances for 
the purpose of winning popular fav­
or, or of pandering to a Pharisaical 
sense of self-rectitude, without there 
being the least intention that such 
laws or ordinances shall ever be en­
forced. 'Tis a custom more honored 
in the breach than in the observance, 
and the sooner it is abandoned the 
better fon all concerned.

When the habitual violation of law 
leads to some horrible calamity, like 
that at the Iroquois Theatre, there 
becomes immediately manifest a dis­
position to go to the opposite ex­
treme, and to insist upon the sever­
est punishment for those who have 
been led to violate the law by the 
culpable indifference of the public it­
self. Do the owners of the Iroquois 
Theatre deserve to be punished any 
more than the owners of a dozen 
other theatres in this city.

Has not the evidence taken so far 
abundantly shown that there are at 
least a dozen theatres in Chicago 
which are worse death-traps than 
was the Iroquois? Because the disas­
ter happened to take place at the 
Iroquois, is that any reason why its 
owners are more guilty and more de­
serving of severe punishment than 
the owners of other theatres whose 
escape from similar disaster was on­
ly due to a higher measure of good 
luck?

One reflection is forced upon the 
mind .that dwells upon the tragedy of 
the Iroquois: In what concerns most 
closely "life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness” the progress of the 
world is open to question. A Crom­
well who would massacre women and 
children until the streets of cities 
would run with their blood is an im­
possibility in modern times. The Asi­
atic chief who built tis ghastly tow­
er of human skulls would not be tol­
erated to-day, even within the con­
fines of the Ottoman Empire. But 
the conditions of modern life effect 
precisely the same results as those 
human monsters effected in a' former 
age. Oqr railroad wrecks, our losses 
by fire and flood, the anaemic and 
nerveless lile led by the submerged 
tenth in our great cities are more 
disastrous to the essential aims and 
functions of human existence than the 
ruthless atrocities of the barbarian 
tyrants of formen times. In one word, 
the spirit of lawlessness wjjich k 
abroad in the land is more ruinous to 
the true spirit of civilization than 
the worst forms of despotism. And 
this lawlessness, be it observed, is

(From Tho Messenger
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