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FARMERS ADVOCATE.

o1t

What is Good Grape Culture.

A friend joyfully told us a few days ago of his
anticipatio: s in the way. He had bought
a little place in the vicinity, and had made up his
mind to have things right. His maxim was that
what wasiworth doingat all was worth doing: well,
and he meant to do it. He had done'it. :He had du
out the dirt three feet into:the clay, and had fill
it in with light rich compost, through whi¢h the
roots might push their way in ease and comfort,
and live on the fat of the land. 'He had spent
considerable money in:doing the job well. . He in-
tended to get only the best vines, and felt ‘sure
such an expenditure would ' result in magnificent
gra;l)es and plenty of them. He had done his work
well.

1t is strange that such a course as this should
ever have been recommended by herticultural
writers, but it is a faot that they.have. Grapes
are now 8o easily and cheaply grown—fruit: often
four and five cents a pound-—that we had wellrigh
forgotten that this was the standard adviée! of “the:
books years But our friend produced ' it ‘in'
‘black and white from the pages which he had
chosen as an authority, and then we knew' how it
was in the olden time. g

Now, onr readers atileast would know 'that in-'
stead of sueh & proceeding as this being an evidencé!
of doing ifiwéll: for the grape, it is simply an actof
folly. Theigrapeireot needs to be warm' and dry;:
but thisdeeép well.in the clay enqograging the col-:
lection: of water from all atound it has just the pon-
trary effect. . ‘Therootsare damp and ocol and not:
warm and dry. ., oo 11 Mot

_Indeed,- lilb.ixlsm only of Jate yf?.rla w’“;:t poopla!h:le‘
given up -all this: ;expensive foolery that' grape-cul:
ture has becomea  tolerable’ success. /i Under:the
old plan bwrx have fail}g‘e after failure, \:(l)u :}l:at we'!
came to believe anly -thpse , varietieg . which: ; wexe:
little remgv:ﬂﬁw e.wild.fox. or the
could be grown,; ., Butnow, we have the finer Jkinda
getting quite common., | A goomias we;gaveyp bhis
deep trenching, 8 grape-gulinre—resl gupe
culture—took a; rmll}d this: reali culimrg,
consists in lj ap e, than, planting avinejw good;

earth of less depth, \mgw would, ‘sny -oxdinary,
tree and geg that.i Awﬁmﬁay forawant of feod.
This is good, grape;s iinsnatahell, . .f, 110
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Description of Farm Pouliry.
(Continued.) .

BY R. A, BROWN; CHERRY GROVE, ONT.

There are two varieties of Brahmas—Light and
Dark. The Light Brahma is the farmer’s favorite,
being readily sought; . after on the market on
account of ' their large size; yellow skin, ‘and rich, |
juicy meat.. - Colér of plumdge' white; mneck
hackle silvery white, with a dark stripe down each
feather; tail small 'and’'color black; comb, pes, or
having three small combs joined. in one, the centre |
one the highest; comb, face, wattles and earlobe
bright red; shanks yellow, and feathered on the
outside dow to the end of outside toe with black
and white feathers, ' Weight of adult cocks from
11 to 14 lbs., hen 9 to 11:1bs. .. Chicks mature to
lay in about ;nine 'months-~—seven eggs per pound,
are good winter' layers, but ' inclined to be broody
in warm 'weather; are better enclosed in" a small
room and yard attached; will bear confinement
well if not overfed on too much fattening food, as
they put on fat' very fast and are apt to become
very dull and lazy it fed on too rich food.

Dark Brahmas are similar to Light, except in |
color of feathers, which have dark bars running
across each feather, except on breast of cock,
which is black, or nearly so—sometimes dotted
with white. They are not quite as popular as the
light variety. . )

There are four varieties of the Ccchin family.
The Baffs are the most popular. Head rather
short for size of bird, color buff; comb single, per-
fectly upright and evenly serrated; comb, wattles,
face ‘and ear lobe bright red; neck and back of
i cock deep buff; breast and lower part of body light
buff; tail tipped with brown; neck hackle of len
sometimes tipped with black; shanks yellow and
feathers on two outside toes; carriage upright and
stately. . Weight of adult cock 11 to 15 lbs., hen
Oto 121bs. KEggs deep color, seven per pound.

o froat grapes. |

Are first-class winter and fall layers; meat yellow,
sweet and tender.  Pullets, if well fed, will
mature in seven months and begin to lay, but are
inclined to be broody when. warm weather sets in,
if let run at large; are better confined to small
apartments, and will stand enclosure the best of all

e hen tribe. Are the tradesman’s favorite, on
account.of their size and hardiness, and excellent
table qualitios. {

Partridge C chins : Comb, face, wattles and ear
lobe lrilliant red; comb. single, erect, small and
evenly serrated, Cock—neck hadkle and back
rich red orange color, with a black stripe down
each feather; breast, wing-coverts and tail glossy
black; shanks feathered down outside with black
feathers; color of shanks dusky yellow. Partridge
hen ; Neck short; color rich, reddish golden, with
dark stripe down each feather; breast and body
rich brown, pencilled with a darker brown mark
across each feather; tail short, main feathers
black; shanks dusky yellow and well feathered on
outside to end of toes; color same. as the body.
Adult cock 11 to 13 lbs., ben §to11 lbs.; are good
winter, layers apd have their K admirers amongst

. fanciers; eggs 8 per pound. :

... White Cochin ;- Plumage entirely white; comb
 pingle, erect and evenly gerrated;: comb, face, wat.
$les and ear lobebrilliant red; beak :and shanks
yellow, well feathered on outside of leg and down
to end of toes.  Weight of adult cock 1l to 18
1bs, hen 9 to 11 lbs.  Are good mothers and good
" r layers, bear confinement well, but do better
with ,a. clean grass run on account of their plum:

| age, which shows any soils; egga 8 per ponnd.

Black ; Cochin;:  Plumage rich glossy black
throughont;, comh single, small, straight and: up-
;ﬂght; wattles and. ear lobe deep red; shanks yel-

w, shaded with black; outside.of shank and two.

outside toes well feathered, Weight of adult cook
'10 to,1.2 .lbs., hen 8 to 10 lbs.; eggs 8 per pound.
‘@dod winter layers, hardy and bear confincment
very well, 0 .. ) ‘

""Dorkings—White, Silver-grey .and.: Colored :—
White ; Plumage. pure: white, except in -adult
¢ocks, in which it is sometimes tinged with yellow;

"'¢omb ig rose, l:):‘isht red, gquaxesin front and sitting
b sentd

running  to a point behind; ear

Tével
Gk i flowing tail,

‘Iobes ,.and, -wattles bright: red;

| two elevated sickle, feathers; shanks flesh-color,

clean and with five toes. Good winter layers if
given, warm apartments; somewhat broody in
warm_weather; . good mothers; will lay at enfh.t
months old if well fed; bear confinement well if
they get,an outside run of medium size attached to
their house; eggs 8 per pound. ]

Silver-grey Dorkings: Comb single or :rose;
wattles and ear lobe bright red; head, neck a.nd
saddle hackle of gook: silvery-white, striped with
black; breast and tail rich black; wing-bow . sil-
very-white, wing-coverts a metallic greenish-black;
shanks white or flesh-color, having five toes.
Hen: Head ashy'gréy, néck silvéry-white, Dack
grey; breast robin or. salmon-ved, shading off to
grey at.the sides; wings' grey, Pprimaries dark
brown, tail dark grey and. carried at a moderate
elevation; shanks smooth and. flesh-eolor, havmg
five toes, - Moderate winter layers if given goo
.apartments; do remarkably well where only one
breed is kept, if they have pgood run. Pullets
mature early and lay at about six months old.
Produce the best: flesh of all fowls. No fancier
thinks his yards complete without this variety.

Colored Dorkings are gimilar to Silver-grey in
every point, except color of feather, which is
deeper shaded; and may be from light to very dark
as long as comb, wattles and éar lobe are smooth,
clean and bright red; legs white or flesh-colored,
being clean and smooth, Are well adapted for
farmers, as they are not so hard to breed to the
requisite color of feather.

(To be Continued*

Feeding Poultry.

We have sometimes been amazed at the differ-
ence between chickens hatched from the same
parents and at the same season of the year, but
differently treated as to food. We do not refer to
cages where the youngsters hat - been starved, or
half-starved and otherwise neglected, but to in-
stances inwhich food has been abundantly supplied,
and the fault has been rather in the quality

quantity.
th%!:a:ol;‘z éntering upon the discussion of the best
method of feeding the growing birds, a few words
as to the treatment of the breeding stock may not

t of place. ) ]
bel?;uis (;bgious ghat the chief points to be borne in

mind here are, that the supply of food be such as

| would be far too fattening for the Asiatics.

- =seeasaemE)

shall promote a general, healthy and vigorous state
of the constitution, which imphes a freedom from
excessive fat, and also such as will supply the
necessary materials for the formation of eggs.

. The egg of the domestic 'fowl, when'deptived of
its shell, consists of 713 parts of water; 14’ partd of
albumen or flesh-forming material;' 18 partsjof}fat,
etc., and 13 parts of phosphates, eto, ' The 'propor:
tion of ficsh-'orming material to fat is' far larger in
the white thau in the yelk, but that is. not of |im-
portance for our urfoae The shell of the eggd is
u;a;ll;‘ly composed of ocarbonate of lime: or~hard:
chalk.

The secretion of an excessive amount: of fat by
the hen has by experience been  found to be a
hindrance to laying, but once hens are in fall-lay'a
larger proportion of fat-forming 'food becomes
necessary in order to swpply materials for the

88 o
°$'J?hesre can be no hard-and-fast rule laid down as
to feeding the breeding atook. The Asiatics arewo
very different from some of the other breeds, such::
as the Spanish, Hamburghs,  étc., that a course of:
feeding which is asuitable  for these latter sorts
The
food mugt be selected according to the, variety
kept, and must also be varied to suit the semson

of the year. Indian gorn, for instance,  whick
contains a large proportion of warmth-giving
materials (fat, starch, eto.) shonlr be chiefly

used in winter, and may be ﬁq tq the.bresds
which aré not apt to run to o largen quan:
tities than 'the birds of fuller habit, [t may also i,
be given with less dangeriof evil results when
the hens are in full lay than at other times, . A
change of food is beneficial, and for this resson
mixtures of whole grain are not to be recom-
mended, It is far better to give ome grain for
a time, ‘and then change to another, thau to giva
a mixture of several, -

With regard to soft food the cage is different.
Here ‘the meaits of varying' 'the character of the
foogl ar;i xl:)umerous, an%‘ ‘s judigjons’ blend of
meals; ‘with potataes, nips, turnips, etc., may
with advantsge be mgr‘ted '{6.: o W IO

The soft food should, when possible, be cook-
ed, just as much water s the meal will absorb
being used. Cooked food is mtch' more edsily
assimilated than raw, and the mixture of & modet-
ate proportion  of water: helps' thé''prodess of
digestion.,, Alliberal supply of fresh ' food
is indispensable, and if the birds be confined a
small portion 'of animal food may be given 'with
advantage: . The nanly of gravel or sand to keep
the gidzard at work, ‘and of lime rubbish in
some form to make the shells for the eggs, must
not be omitted. '

The feeding of the chickens has, as we have
already said, an important bearing upon their
maturing early or late, and oconsequently upon
their ‘ultimate 'size.' 'Where #iz¢ is 'an object,
food containing too large a proportion of flexh-
formers must, after the first two or thee months of
the chicken’s life,  be 'withheld 'or given 'only in
conjunection with other food 'containing bone-mak-
ing materials. Bone:meal has’of '1ate years heen
largely used for mixiniewith ¢hidkens’ food, 'and
may with advantlgb used’ from' ‘the first-and
continued till the birds reach maturity. ' Abont
one-tenth of it/ added’ to roft ' food is sufficient.
During the first three months of the chick’s lifeé ng
apprehension as to forcing the birds to too early a
maturity need be felt, and food containing plent
of flesh-formers,as aleo a moderate supply of meat,
may also be given.

(Qat-meal should first form the chief food, varied
with a mixture of Indian-meal and middlings ;
later on the quantity of oat-meal must be dimin-
ished, and bran may be added, while after three
months buckwheat, wheat or barley may be given,
as grain with barley meal, middlings, bran and
Indian meal as the chief materials for forming the
soft food. Pea-meal in moderate quantities is good
at first, but should be avoided afterwards as being
too stimulating.

W here size is not the objest, and early maturity
is desired, a diet in which Hlesh-formers are largely
present may be adopted throughout.

A wo'd of caution may be added as to breeds in
which largeness of comb is a disadvantage. Here
especial attention to the exclusion of all over-
stimulants from the food is essential. We have
seen more than one first-rate Brahma g¢ockerel
spoiled by injudicious kindness in the matter of
feeding. A few scraps of meat gathered f.rqm the
lunch table have been too much for a springing
comb which was all right before, and the prize
which would otherwise have been gained has had
to go elsewhere.




