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third place in"the competition that ensued. This
might- éasily 'octur, however, for  a :sheep does
not ‘show the same on ‘eévery occasion, and a win-
ner one day may be' far from it in another event
though' really just as good a sheep. . Ayrshires
weré good, having as best- cow any age, the cham-
pior ‘at London 'Fair. -' One herd of Holsteins
came ‘forward, but thé Shorthorns did far better,
having- three herds ‘and- the champions at Ottawa
a8 best male and female. Yorkshires and Berk-
shires mdde up the swine, of which there were
four herds. . Horses are always good at Cale-
donia, and as large crowds watched the judging
at Caledonia as is common even at the Canadian
National. . There were other attractions, of
course, besides the strictly agricultural end, but
take the features just mentioned from a county
fair and it fails.

" The success of this fair can be traced back to
the management. - The President,. Wm. Douglas,
attributes full credit to the Board of Directors,
and the efficient Secretary, H. B. Sawle, and
Treasurer, B. E. French. It all depends on the
management,’” says the President. ‘' Use the ex-
hibitors - right, use the judges right, and get
everybody saying good things abbut the fair and
8uccess is assured.’’

Markham’s Great County Fair.

Ontario has many big county fairs, and this
year has seen some of the best crowds and larg-
est exhibits ever forward at these shows. It is
well that it has been so. The country mneeded
something of the kind to inspire confidence, and
nothing exerts a more potent influence than a
big entry list and large .crowds of pleased people
at the county fairs. . It is a far cry from the
Canadian National, Canada’s greatest fall fair,
to the smallest township fair in the Province,
and yet the latter in its way is just as neces-
sary, fills its place just as. nobly, and is just as
worthy of the patronage of the People as is its
big sister. But no exhibition is too good to be
impraoved, and in the hope of gaining some 1n-
formation which our readers may use to advan-
tage in working up and strengthening their local
fairs, a representative of this paper visited what
its Directors call **Canada’s Greatest County Iix-
hibition’” at Markham, . in York County, last
week. ' ‘Tt is truly in point of exhibits and at-
tendance a leader in this class of exhibitions, and
nothing happens - without g reason. There are
three réasons why Markham has a big fair, viz.,
1. The prize list. is well distributed over a large
clase of farm products and fancy work, and is the
largest offered at a county fair in the Province.
2, Markham is the center of a vast fertile area
of farm lands devoted to the raising of the very
highest type of live stock. 3. An energetic

Toronto, Monti eal,

THE :FARMER’S : ADV.GCATE. '

Dire¢torate: solicits aid {from a large number ' of
willing ‘helpers, both financially and in the mat-
ter of entries. These three bulwarks are enqugh
to build up and support any institution. It is a
fact that donations are very large, and this
swells up a prize list worth while, which draws
out the entries as the section of the country
round about is unsurpassed in fertility and good
stock. This in a nutshell accounts for the suc-
cess of the fair.

But you say what is there in this to help
other societies to build up their annual exhibi-
tions. First and foremost, get good men at the
head of affairs,—workers, not office seekers, and
let them canvass every likely source for financial
aid. Once obtained these monies must be used
to good advantage in an increased prize list
which must, to meet all requirements, cover a
wide range of entries. Larger prizes will bring
out a larger entry, and will  ensure
keener competition, which means larger crowds, a
better fair and more money for next year’s opera-
tions.

In making up the prize list care must be taken
not to get too much of the money in one breed
or class, as this has a tendency to bring out
the big exhibitors to the discouragement of the
smaller breeders. As a matter of fact Markham
was a, show of the smaller exhibitors who brought
out entries as well fitted as those of the more
extensive breeders, and who made a fair worthy
of its name.

“The Farmer’s Advocate’’ for obvious reasons
doer not make a practice of reporting county ex-
hibitions. Interest in them is local, and there
are so many of them that our readers would get
tired of reading fair reports. But to give other
fairs an incentive to greater effort we visited two
of the biggest this year. That our readers may
have some idea of the magnitude of the fair we
may say that horses were the feature, and we
counted 135 in the stalls, and many were in
harness or stabled outside the grounds at the
time. Most of these were heavy horses, Clydes-
dales predominating with the imported and Can-
adian-bred classes both well filled. There were
in the neighborhood of 140 cattle all told, Ayr-
shires numbering thirty-six, Jerseys between
thirty and forty, Holsteins forty-six, Shorthorns
twenty-nine, with seven or eight Angus, one
dozen Herefords, and a few Grades. Sheep were
in the pens to the number of about one hundred,
Cotswolds being mrost numerous with thirty-two,
Shropshires sixteen, Leicesters sixteen, Hamp-
shires fourteen, Southdowns twelve, and Oxfords
nine. Berkshires were the most numerous in the
pig pens, twenty-five being out. Tamworths were
nearly as many, and Yorkshires a close third.
The quality of the exhibits in horses, cattle, sheep
and swine was high-class throughout; nearly all

Buffalo,

the entries being well fitted and ready for the
ring.
doing it prizes must be worth while.

In the bulldings the show was never better.
As an instance of growth it may be said that

formerly in the potato classes two or three ep-. -

tries was the limit, while this year there were
upwards of forty. Fruit and vegetables wgre
on a par with those shown at some of the. big

This is what makes a fair, and to pay for"

exhibitions, and‘ the women’s work Department.

was well filled.

Poultry was numerous and of a
high orcer.

One thing we omitted to mention in connec-

tion with the live-stock exhibits, and one which
is appreciated by those who show, is the large,
comfortable buildings supplied for the stock.
This is a big drawjing card for exhibitors.

It is an all-round show with plenty of horse
races, and too many sideshows and fakirs. This
latter class might well be done without, and the
fair would lose none of its interest. Of far great-
er benefit is the boy with his best calf, colt, lamb
or pig, and it was a treat to see some quite
small lads proudly leading away their winners,
Crowds were scarcely as large as upon some
former occasions. Rain fell in torrents from P
little after two o’clock to four, but notwithstand-
ing this it would take five figures to estimate the
number present, and automobiles were there in
hundreds, the writer counting two hundred in one
row, and this was only a few of them. Other
fair managements should take the success of this
fair as an incentive to get the money and make
bigger and better fall fairs the country over. We
must congratulate President James Torrance,
Secretary A. Ward Milne, and the Directorate on
the success of this year’s fajr.

Dr. A. W. Bell Dies Suddenly.

Dr. A. W. Bell, Secretary and Manager of the
great Canadian Industrial Exhibition, Winnipeg,
Man., and known in live-stock circles over all
Canada, passed away very suddenly on the morn-
ing of October 7th. He retired the night pre-
vious in his usual good health, and his death
came as a shock to a wide circle of friends. He .
was born at Markham, Ont., August 18th, 18362,
received his education at Jarvis Street College,
Toronto, and at Trinity University and the Uni-
versity of Toronto. He graduated in medicine in
1891, and was for some years Assistant Manager
of the Toronto Industrial Exhibition and Super-
intendent of the Live-stock Department. In 1906
he went to Winnipeg as Manager of that big
annual exhibition. He also held important offices
in several of the live-stock associations of Mani-
toba, and his demise is a distinét loss to the fair
association and live-stock interests generally.
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