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THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

“illumined by the nm;pzd"' Meshack ** who is
comparable to Shak,” (the goddess of Babylon)
and Abadnego, ** servant of the Shining Fire,"—

(see verse l‘-) )
V. 12. Prove . . ten days. The trial
would thus only be for a short time, but long
enough to indicate the probable result of the en-
tire experiment. *“If during that period there
were no indications of diminished health, beauty
or vigor, it would not be unfair to presume that
the experi i of temp would be
successful, and it would not be improper then to

cities of Judah, for the purpose of announcing to
the inhabitants the contents of the Book o';‘me
Law which been found in the Tmpl:‘g mll

e

rophecies against foreign nations (xlvi,-li.) are
!:ue.:hd nﬂ;‘:hpter uls: and follow each other

in a different course, whilst there are nu
b The followl

that at length, probably in !

P i x:;{ hpumf—" 2 and even of
some members of his own family,'—as well as,
under the Divine direction, to have a wider field
for his labours,—he left Anathoth, and came to
Jerusalem. During the reign of Josiah he was,
doubtless, a valuable coadjutor with that monarch
in the reformation of religion. From his notice
of Shallum, or Jehoahaz,? he probably pm[:hnizd

ask that it might be continued longer."— 2. ;
Pulse.—Seed herbs, greens, vegetables. They
proj to confine themselves to vegetable diet,
with water to drink instead of wine,

V. 3. The children that eat, &c. Evi-
dently a number of other youths besides these
four were under the same regimen.

V. 14. So he consented, and possibly he
was not entirely disinterested in complying with
:lbzir frugal desires for a much less expensive

iet,

THE RESULT, V. 15-17.
V. 15. Fairer and fatter. Instead being
** Worse liking," as had been feared, a marvel-
lous change had taken place for the better, OfF
course the great secret of this rapid improvement
was the Divine blessing on the means employed,
just as God had belorc‘broughl Daniel into favour
and tender regard. —verse
V. 16. Took away,
they wished,
" 17. God gave them knowledge, &c.
““ We count it reasonable to look to the Lord for
our daily read . . but how few are they who
seek for the same aid from Him in matters of the
i}:(ellecl. in learning, in study, in thought ! "—
Citto.
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PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. “To be sngular when the call of duty
and faithfulness 10 God demand, is the evidence
of true piety.”

2. 'rm. teaching * When in Rome do as the
Romans do,” is not Bible teaching.—Dhuty is, like
God, the same everywhere,

3. ““Make the world bow to your religion ;
never let your religion bow to the world."—
Peloubet.

THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET
JEREMIAH.

1, The book of Yeremiak differs from that of
Isaiah in this respect, that while it was the leading
object of Isaiah to lllﬂnrl the reformation of the
Jews, the awful nature of Jeremiah's was
to proclaim the near desolation of his country,
now lened in impenitence. gives a
peculiar feature, both to his character and writings,
which has led to his being called *‘the weeping

t” (see ix. 1). is name translated is,
K :]n shall exhalt Jehovah.”

2. Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a priest of
Anathoth, a small place in the tribe of Benjamin,
not far from J Called to the prophetic
office in the thirteenth year ol Josiah (i. 2 ; xxv,
3), while he was yet a ,ouh (i. 6), he sied
under the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, fehoiakim,
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. = Some have t
that bis father was the same Hilkiah the h

riest who found the Book of the Law in tl
li"zmple, as is mentioned in 2 Kings xxii, and 2
Chiron. xxxiv. ; but this opinion is not held

without hind: during that monorch’s brief
reign.  But when Jehoiakim came to the throne,
he was interrupted in his ministry : the * priests
and prophets” became his accusers, and demanded,
in eonjunction with the populace, because he had
denounced woe against their city, that he should
be put to death.3 The princes did rot dare to
dely God thus openly ; but Jeremiah was either
placed under restraint, or deterred by his ad.
versaries from appearing in public, Under these
circumstances, he received a command from God
to commit his predictions to writing. * Havin
done so, he sent Baruch, his faithful friend an
amanuensis, 1o read them 1o the people on a fast-
day in the Temple, The princes advised )]crvmilh
and Baruch to conceal themselves, while they
tried to influence the king by reading the roll to
him. Bat it was in vain : the reckless monarch,
after hearing three or four pages, cut the roll in
pieces, cast it into the fire, giving immediate
orders for the apprehension of Jeremiah and
Baruch.  God, however, preserved them ; and
Jeremiah soon afterwards, by Divine direction,
dictated the prophecies to Baruch again, and
added others.4

3. During the short reign of the next king,
Jehoiachin, we find the prophet still nttering the
voice of warning, though yet without etisct.s It
was probably in the reign of Jehoiachin that
Pashur, chiel governor of the Temple, seized him
and put him in the stocks, but released him the
next day.

4 Under Zedekiah, Jeremiah was often im-
prisoned,  According to chap. xxxviii., he was
consigned to a miry dungeon by the princes of the
people ; and though, by the king’s command, he
was delivered from that imprisonment, he was still
kept in confinement till Nebuchadnezzar, who
meantime had taken the city, released him, and
gave him the choice of either going to Babylon or
remaining in the country.7 He preferred
latter alternative, and résided with Gedaliah at
Mizpah, But when Gedaliah was murdered, he
was forced to fly into Egypt.? In t he still
sought to turn the people to the ,9 and pre-
dicted the approaching devastation of &mb’
Nebuchadnezzar.io  He appears to have in
the fifth year after the destruction of Jerussiem
(m.c. §83), in the very year Nebuchad: came

merous
g order may perhaps be

l.—T!:\;_ hecies delivered in the reign of the
good Kis mh (f~xii.).
I —'l':ge ies delivered in the reign of

lelw‘ialdm, the eldest son of Josiah (xiii. -xx., xxii.,
xxiil., xxv., xxvi., xxxv., xxxvi., xlv.-xlviii,, xlix,

1-33).

H}» ~The prophecies delivered in the reign of
Zedekiah, the uncle of Jeconiah, the ryom? son
ol‘{]oshh, and the last of the kings of Judah (xxi,,
xxiv., xxvil.-xxxiv., xxxvii -xxxix., xlix. 34-39,

1V.—The

vern':\em o pr % \ E
erusalem to the retreat of the people into 3
and the ‘prophecies delivered to the Jews Iﬂwﬂ
country (xL-xliv.).

Chap, lii. was added after Jeremiah’s death, Tt
is a short historical account of the taking of
Jerusalem, and is properly an introduction to the
book of leev;ullo;;. y . ol s

7. The writing eremiah corres) it
his character. !?hey are peculiarly marked by
pathos, and abound in expressions of tenderness,
and in affecting descriptions of the miseries of the

e.
P"S’P’A‘. in the days of Jeremiah, the Jewish
nation had filled up t‘e measure of their iniquities,
the chief duty of this prophet was to expose the
heinous sins of all classes of the people, :nd to
4 i ine iud h i

rophecies delivered during the
Gedaliah, from the taking of

P ‘g Judg ut
which take up the greater part of the book, and
necessarily to give it a mournful , are
accompanied with some cheering declarations of
God’s merciful designs, both as to the restoration
of the Jews from their captivity, and as to their
future history.  There are also a few
pictures of the ur'nu of the Mes:lhh, to ::lomhlk:
et repeatedly applies the designation wi

saiah had former! ygi':];l to Him,—*'the Branch.”

9. It is not necessary to consider the attempts
that have been made to dispute the genuineness of
certain parts of Jeremiah's es, since all
such attempts rest, not on critical grounds, bat on
the denial of the realit; ofpmshmu! inspiration.
Men who deny that I cou'd foreseethe restora-
tion of the Jews from the Babylonish Captivity,
may well deny also that Jeremiah could limit the
duration of that tivity to seventy years. but

known that Jeremiah, particularlyin his
B et e
&uwadmmm-

to Jeremiak in the New Testament,

to Egypt—an event, however, which he did not
live 1o see. According to a tradition, he was
;limed to death mcrumryneu at Day X

is grave was sul ! nted out at Cairo,
In one of the lpoeryphalybl;:kx of Maceal
there are other traditions respecting him, all

equally groundless.
5. lemninh was contem| with Zephaniah,
Habukkuk, Ezekiel, and el. His 'I'iﬂgl
are in Hebrew, ex the eleventh verse of the
tenth chn,xer, which is in Chaldee ; and those at
least which relate to the seventy years of the
Cugniwly were known to the prophet Daniel. 1

. The hecies of this book evidently do not

ronological order ; and it is not easy
to reduce them to order of time, or to account for

stand in

he | the present arrangement. In the Septuagint, the

Dest eritics.  His

:nldnuly TlhdUnm:'l}-Uu:h " &d_ " "l"u o Jo ‘:&z“ 3 Ihid. "'Lm
first appearance aticipated that of Jerem 5 t commemorate
about one hundred and thirty hewuml:z h"iyl;r'"ﬂwll{::“:lhw g
own biography into the web of bis 3 13 ui’irr.l-" xxif. 34-30 with 2 Kings xxiv. 13 1 see also
Thus, it would seem that he remained in his native | 7 Lid. & nvill.,axxix. § Tbids bu-aliil

village for several years, visiting, however, the

lud.u.n,n:.dm
9 Tbid sliv.” 1o I6id. xliii. 813 13 Dan, ix. o

Chap. vi. 16, Matt. xi. a9 | Chap xxxi 15 Matt, ii 1p-
» v&u.lnl.ni.u:l [

xi 17 31,34 Heb. vili. 8
xix. | 10; % 16, 17
“ ixeg,eq100r i ag-3u. |

3. THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH.

1. This book is a kind of to the
former one, of which, in the original Scriptures, it
formed a part. The book consists of five chapters,
or elegies. Each twenty-two stanzas,
Tibrow wipiabet e thin cepte, having sty

1 1l ¢
six verses, has three verses t puhg-. each com-
mencing in the Hebrew with the several letters in
fu"n;A'..-' t variety of l.mm % which it

variet)
contains, mlut’chpm. or elegy, is I some
versions entitled; *‘ The Prayer of Jeremiah.”
—NEew COMPANION TO THE BInLE,

1 Comp. Tsa. xv., xvi,, with Jer. xlviii. ; Obadiah with Jer
Hlix. 717




