THE CATHOILIC REGISTER

A LITTLE SUNBEAM

(By G. H)

A little sunbeam in the sky
Said to itsell one dav
“I'm very small, but why should 1
Do nothing else but play?
I'll just go down to carth and see
If there is any use for me

The violet beds were wet with dew,
Which filled each drooping cup;
The little sunbeam darted through
And raised their blue heads up;
They smiled to ser it, and they lent
The morning ureeze their sweetest
scent.

On, on it went, it might not stay:
Now through a window small
It poured its glad but tiny ray
And danced upon the wall
A pale young face looked up meet
The sunbeams she had watched to

greet
And s0 1t travelled to and fro,
And danced and glanced about
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put the ttle prince nd after steal
ng all the riches « Mazapah and
hiding ther : the towe ton he
went ofl as fast as he could, for he

was afraid of what the peonle would
do to hin

In the morning when the people saw
how he had speiled their beautiful
land and stolen their riches and their
beloved princess, the women put their
heads into their aprons and cried
while the men tried to climb up the

straight sides of the mountain But

it was no use, they could not find
way at .U?_ and so, alter time
but one gave up trying That w
Basi!, Princess Millie's i tie pla
mate. and  he " said he w d never
give up

One day, while he was looking p
into the blue mist that a { nda
the top of the mountain and wonder
ing how he was ever going to reach
the princess, a little black mouse
with Irightened eve Camd nning
up to him and peeped into face
and 1 Basil's surprise to
talk
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saw DBasil he was in a dreadlul rage,
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Cilan again
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first. and she ran along as nual
if she were on te floor But “-.»‘
did not find it so easy, and he could
YSoar Kohikare coming nearel wnd
nearor

At last Basil reached the water that
ran around the tower, and there was
the little princess looking sO white
and anxiovs, all her beautilui long

hair being ecut ofi at the shoulders

“Oh, do be careful she called 10
Basi! and hurry , for 1 can hear
Kohikara coming.”

Then, just as Basil sprang onto the
wall beside the princess, Kohikara
came nto sight at the other end of
the rope, looking very wicked and
angry

“What will he do to us®’ sobbed
the princess. “l am so frightened,”
and she hid her face in PBasil's
cloak,

"l):»l.? be alfraid; he shall not bhurt
you, ' said Basil; and when Kohi-
kara was right in the middle of the
rope, Basil cot it, and plump went
Kohika into the water

As yo know, magicians lose all
their power 1' they touch water: that

18 why they wash in milk >0 the
minute Kohikara f¢ the magic
n tain began 1) welt avay, and in

a4 short time the beautiful tower was
standing on the ground an! the prin
Ces d | 1l were in the midst of

all the Iriends
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round the world on the Bacchante, al-
ter which Prince Ge gradually as
ended the ladder of naval rank till,
in 1890, he was given the command
of a gunboat on the West Indian sta
tion After the deat i his brother
in 1892 he had to abandon his naval
career in order to prepare himsell for
| ceremot t London Daily
Chronicle

MIXED MARRIAGES iN GERMANY

The question of mixed marrizges
has alway¢s been a Vi iive one 2
the United States, from the time of
the first Council of Baltimore till the

present day It is necessarily so in
every country in whiei: Cathoiics and
non-Uatholid le by de I'he
question be ¢ till more wcute
when a country is divided betweer
W denomination more I 1esSs hOS
tile to each other This is the case
in Grermart to-d

F.ver 1nce lustrial development,
facility of 1 ortation and the
ight of moving within the country
unceremonio v broke down the art
Clal politico-religlous boul 1aries I
the empire, the number ol mixed mal
riags has ncreased enormously I
many cor mities mixed marriages
have become the rule purely { t!
marriages the exceplior I hus
Berlin and Drandenburg there were
the vears 1901-1905 1,50 (Catholi
marriages and 4,874 mixed marriage
The same iIs true of Pommerania

Schleswig-Holstein and Saxony {
1906 the proportion was, for Prussia
100 to 30; for the whole empire, 350
to 100 (The figures are fror
Krose S.J ‘““Kirchliches Hand
buch (“Ecclesiastical Handbook
Herder, 1908

.. Prussia there existed in 1905
359 985 mixed marriages, 72,778 ol
these falling to the Rbhineland, the
Catholicity Of the
123 895

strong.aold of
children born of these unions
or 5H6.8 per cent., were Protestant
321,955, or 43.2 per cent., were Ca

tholic. Nearly half a million chil
dren lost to the Catholic faith \p-
palling figures certainly, and they

2re rising every vear.

rom the fact that in the majority
of cases the i1ssue ol mixed masriages
is reared in the Protestant religion,
Protestant writers have repeated

ly drawn the conclusion that the at
tracting power of their Church must
be greater than that of the Uatholi
Chuarch Such a conclusion 18 ur
warranted, even fror istic
point of view Matistics for Ger
manyv p ¢ ery cieari that in the
religio education of the children
mived unions that denomination has
the advantage which | merically
stronger in the respective territori
Thus in East and West Prussia, We

phalia, the Rhineland, Hohenzoller:
Alsace-Lorraine and Bavaria, the ad
vantage is on the side of the Catho
lics. owing ‘o their preponderance 11
these states and province The pro
vince { Posen lorms onlv an appai
ent exception *~ this rule As Pole
and Germans seld vim intermarry the

number of marriages between Catho
lic and Protestant Germans is co1

paratively very large and as the Pro
testants are in the majority and o«
cupy all the more lucrative positions
the resuit is that uswal one—a pre
ponderance, very slight in this case,
of Protestant children But to re
turn to our argument. In Germany
only 35 per cent. of the entire popu
lation is Catholic \ccording to the
ordinary rule of statistical probabil
ity. we could expect only one-third to

3 . ot .
pelong 1o Lthe Caum C laiui \
statistics show that two-fifths of the
children of such marriages are Catho

ics—a proof of the greater atiractive
nower of the Catholic Churcl
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11y feel called to lead a life of celi
bacy. they do the best the car vnd
MAITY SOmMe« Protestant ! or othey
As pastoral supervision is rare, and

Coihalic elementary instruction rarer
still. the chances are all against the
Catholic rearing of the children in
such cases. Pesides it is a well

known Zact that the mother bas far
more influence on the religious devel-
opment of the children than t») fath-
er

There are ser‘ions (even in Catho-
lic Bavaria) in which the old rule
still holds that the sons foilow the
religion of the father, the daughters
“d the mother. Ewen if the parents
agree to igrore this rule, Protestant
pastors and school inspectors and in
most cases the judges, too, will see
that it is enforced

But what tells most against the
Catholics is the fact that they con-
stitute for the most part an oppress
ed minority in the empire. Most of
the higher offices in the government
are closed against them. Here are
only a few instances in point: Of
Lthe twelve provincial presidents of
Prussia only one is a Crtholic—Baron
von Schorlemer of the Rhine Pro
vince. In the Ministry the Catholics
are conspicuous by their absence. Very
few of the ambassadors are Cathplics
and the only Catholic general in the
army (Field Marshal von Loe) died
some months ago Publie higher edu-
cation 1s almost entirely in the
hands of Protestants All the higher
railroads and mining officiais are blue
and a Lutheran baptismal certificate
IS a conditon T quae non lo!
yblaining a place as director or in
spelor in the mine adminisiration or

ever as a higher teacher in the min

ing schools In the greatest mining
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Dr. Hudson—Mount St. Mary Col-
lege, made hit n LL.D., in 159 S

a New Englander, of Irish blood on

his mother's side Old acquaintances
in Boston say that his father was
man of the highest aspirations and

character, the Iriend of Longfellow
and Jared Sparks, and that his mo
ther was remarkable for her piety
He was born in the middle fifties and
educated in the Jesuit College at Bos
ton For over twenty-five vears he
has been a member of the congrega
tion of the Holy Cross— during whictl
time his pen has never been idle In
the defense of the mystery of the In
carnation

Father Huison rarely speaks, neve
writes of hnasell He has one burn
Ing passion—an Intense devotion to
the Blessed Virgin. 1t is this that

has made The Ave Maria. In less
than twentv vears, this magazine has
grown from a mere pamphlet—taken
48 once was neeringly said,—by de-

vout servant girls, —to a magazine
of the first importance. Ir
1ts circulation

numbers

reaches ovel thirty

thousand, but it influence cannot bhe
merely casured by that It goes
evervwhere; vou find it in Pa
Londor Florene 1 looked
cagerly Melb { Pomt
Calro 11s influence 1 aned thre
the qua of its readers, who repre
sent th st Catholics n eV
SENSe

“Fathe Hudson ha writ

tent to fAll manvy columes
Those accustomed to the chastity
his s'y AN ea dis !
even Wl It appeal written inte
\an art W her richness o1 epithet
runs not it shows qualities which
'h.‘ Yvour thot op ent n vOrds
might tat with advantage F
ther Hudson 1S as consci
torially as the late Charles \
ndh.! and no line passes withoutl his
caretul revision I e (;.m!}‘{u'x whict
distinguished hix and which have
made his success as an editor are

his inflexible industry and his wide

sympathy.
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