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the size and worth of our publication. hut also to present it to our

readers. monthh during the college vear

MUSIC AND RELIGION

A spirited article appeared in the 1 ##ness of Dec, 17th, under the above
hulaimp referring to the action of 4 Presbyterian cler cvinan of Ottawa, who
had the moral courage to * put his foot down ™ upon that most reprehensible
custom, viz. : inducing popular vocalists to sing i our churches, advertising
the performance in the dailv papers, and thus turning our chur hes into mere
music halls, where the worldling mav go on Sunday to he entertained, de
grading the preaching of the Gospel of ‘the Tord Tesus. to 4 mere ine ident
1n a music ‘l] ]H rformance lhl\ l"'.l( tiee, so ]l"ll!lt 10us 1 its inHuene C, IS
all too common in some of our city churches, and it cannot be too severely
condemned.  We have read notiges of Divine Services (! to be held in some
of our city churches, which, for a seductive sc tting forth of the charms of a
published musical programme, would do credit to the advertising agent of
some of the grand orchestral or vocal organiZations, by which we are occa-
sionally charmed in the Windsor Hall.  The article in question upholds the
action of this clergyman most vigorously, and we must acknow ledge, without
necessarily agreeing with all he says, that the general ]»nr]m;(')l his remarks
has our most hearty approval.  We, df the Church of England, have a par
ticular interest in this question, music entering, as it does, so largely into
our public services. The wide claims often made for music, that it 18, per se,
a great agent in the moral development of mén, must be ac epted with great
caution and reservation, and the Writer in quesyon draws the logical conclu-
ston, that if these claims are just, then spzaking generally, we should expect”
to find in practice the results of its benign influence upon those who follow
this divine art as the serious and constant occ upation of their lives ; and
expanding the application from the individual to the race, that those peoples
who are characteristically musical, such as the Italians and Germans, must
show the highest development of moral rectitude, or spiritual prosperity.
But experience is notoriously against' such conclusions, and we are forced
to draw the ifggence that music, per se, is, at the best, a ve ry feeble, if not
ngutral, moral agent ; as a matter-of-fact, music may be used to stir up all that

is blood-thirsty and savage in man, as well as that which is nobff and god-
like.  We would not wish our position, in regard to music, to be misunder-
stood, so would say that we regard music as one of the most beautiful and
perfect gifts which God has given to,his creature man, and, as an adjunct to
the work of the Holy Spirit on man’s moral nature, is of incalculable benefit ;
.and we can only say with what exquisite pleasure—with what a thrill of de-




