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/it the time of the fire every one was at a loss to 
understand its cause. The best explanation probably 
given was one published on the morning following 
the disaster. This explanation was the one given by 
the Edison experts, and was as follows: "A wire 
charged with about 2,000 volts of electricity, called a 
high potential wire, crossed the secondary or low po 
tential wire," This explanation, coupled with two 
or three others of a similar nature, was amply sutli 
vient for the occasion. At any rate, for some 
or other the electric wires became so intensely charged 
that they set tire to everything they touched. Fully 
twenty tires broke out in the many big residences in 
the most select residence portion of the city. The 
residences of Mr. Maurice Stern, J. II. Hobson and 
James l.egendrc were entirely destroyed. The home 
oi Mr. Robert J. Wood was considerably damaged. 
I hirteen or fourteen others were slightly damaged. 
I lie principal insurance companies represented in the 
-nits were the Sun Mutual, the Liverpool X- London 

Git die, the Transatlantic, the Scottish Unon, the 
Royal of England, the Providence-Washington anil the 
Home Insurance.

Fieitkic Company Pays up.—On Tuesday last a 
special telegram to the New York “Journal of Coin 
merer" announced the triumph of the fire underwrit 

remarkable action. The result is thusers in a very
recorded:— .fi­

nie seventeen suits brought against the Edison 
Electric Light Company by the residents of Upper 
St. Charles avenue for recovery of losses sustained 
in the tires of Feb. 2b, 1899, have been compromised 
i ut of court and dismissed. The losses occurred from 
over charged electric light wires. I he suits aggri 
gated $ 12b,000, and were brought jointly by the 
policy-holders and the insurance companies. Ihv 
basis of the compromise is not given.

The seventeen suits which were brought by the 
residents of St. Charles avenue and Calhoun street 
and in that vicinity in New Orleans several months 
ago to recover <latnages from the Edison Electric 
Light Company, for property destroyed by the disas­
trous tire which occurred on Sunday morning, beb 
mary 26, 1899, have been compromised for cash. It 
j, understood that the sum is practically the amount 
sued for by the property holders and the insurance 
companies, which was $126,000. The property holders 
did not bring suit against the Edison Company col 
lectively, nor did they bring suit jointly with the many 
insurance companies that sought to recover, lint 
three firms of lawyers represented all the complain­
ants. the property holders and the insurance com 
panics. These firms were Farrar, Jones X Emit 
schnitt, Howe, Spencer & Cocke and Boatncr X 
Dodds. From the first it was more than certain that 
the electric company would lose, and when the 
were finally set for a hearing on the 14th of this 
month, it seemed that the big electrical concern lost 
all heart and immediately began to talk compromise " 
The most conservative estimate of the loss at the time 

of the fire was $150.000, and the amounts tied for was 
only $126.000, so there was no ground for parley, 
even before a jury.
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Till: Silver Question.—The cause of 16-to-i 
must indeed be «lead when Gen. Warner says it is 
‘lead and should cut no figure in this year's cam 
paign. Gen. Warner 
1 alio when Mr. Ilryan

was an apostle of the mystic 
still playing marbles, and 

liis capacity for talking about free coinage and the 
woes inflicted upon the world by the gold standard 
verc never surpassed by any man unless it were 
Senator Stewart of Nevada. The advocates of that 
1 alio are quite right in assuming that it is the whole 
of the silver issue. To depart from that is to confess 
that ( ongrrss cannot make one article equal another 
in value, anil the moment that is admitted the whole 
case of the free coinage men is gone. The issue 
originally staled with exceptional dearness by Mr. 
Jefferson, who said that the ratio was a commercial 
question altogether. The silverites have insisted that 
it was not a commercial question at all; it was a legal 
question altogether. And now Gen. Warner, who 
was the colleague of the late Mr. Bland as a chain 
pion of the latter proportion, confesses that it has 
been completely defeated.—N. Y. “Bulletin.’’
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Winnipeg Debentures.
SEALED Tender», marked “ Tender for Dctienture ” and addressed 

to the Chairman, Financ- Committee, wilt 1* received at the office of 
Ihe City Comptroller, City Ball, Winnipeg, Manitoba, up to 3.30 
p. m , on— What wk Want.—Events in South Africa have 

brought about a widespread interest in rifle practice, 
and what is wanted is some system of closed safety 
short ranges, such as are so much used on the ('outi­
llent, so that the members of the rifle club can attend 
them. The firing point is usually closed in, ami on the 
inside is a sloping bullet proof pent house rind, which 
effectually prevents any accidental shot flying off into 
the street. High walls with cross screens at gradual­
ly increasing distances, in which are openings corn s 
ponding to the targets, provitle for the safety of the 
neighborhood, while a further précaution is provided 
in the shape of sloping screens above the targets them­
selves. These could be self registering, or a covered 
way to a marker's butt might be easily made from the 
firing point. An illustration of such a daily range is 
given in a recent number of Ihe “Daily Graphic.’’ 
In France shooting at a mark forms one of the lessons 
taught at the primary schools, and there are in that 
country 1.800 shooting clubs, with a membership of 
14.000. Switzerland has 3.300 rifle chilis, with nearly 
20.000 members, out of a |M>pulation of nearly 
3.1*10,000.

Friday the 16th Day of June next
For th- perchait of $400,123.78 of City of Winnipeg torsi Inipro 
vernent Debentures, bearing inter-it at the rate of Four per cent. |>er 
annum, payable half yearly. Tim following are the amounti and 
trim of yean lo run, vta.t—

$61,817.02___7 yean from 30 March, 1900.
$108,006.22.... 10 yean from 30 March, 1900.
$<6,59140.... 15 yean from 30 March, 1900.
$14*491.53 ••• '9 yean from Match, lyo.
*129,201.71....20 yean from 30 April, 1900.
ALSO iot the following general debentures of the city, hearing in 

tcrtil at the rate of thice and one half per cent per annum, payable 
half yearly i—

$108,000.00, running 3$ yeari from lo February, 1900 ; and 
$14,000 00, runnihg 30 years from I November, 1899.
Principal and intereit of all Issuei payable at Ihe llank of Montreal,

" Purchaser! to make payment and take delivery In Winnipeg 
Accrued imereit to lie added 10 the purchaic price.

Tenders may be for the whole or part. No tender neee<%artly.

“further information furniihed on application.

D. ». CURRY,
City Comptroller.

Winnipeg, 13id April, 1900.


