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DECEMBER 2{.—* CHRISTMAS: ITS
MESSAGE AND MOTIVE."”
Luke 2: 120 John 3: 1417,
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At Christmas-tide, the thoughts oi the
devout believer naturally turn to Christ.
We think of his entrance into the world
to reveal the Father; to make our salva-
tion possible; to be a perfect example of
life and conduct; to undergo the suffer-
ings common to humanity; to return to
the Father, and ever live to make inter-
cessfon for us; and to be present for ever
with his people in the person of the Holy
Spirit. These are great themes, young
people, upon which to reflect, as Christ-
mas again returns with its hope and
cheer, and spiritual truth, to bless the
world.

CHRISTMAS TRUTH LIVING STILL.

The inspiration and hope of the Chris-
tian Church and of the individual be-
liever is in the assurance of the fact
that Jesus was not only born in Bethle-
hem of Judea nineteen hundred years
ago, but that he is present now, and al-
ways present in the world. Creeds are
important in their place, but they do not
constitute Christianity. The words of
Jesus as the utterances of the Son of God
are priceless; but even these cannot of
themselves give power, Creeds need
vitality, and words need life to become
effective as spiritual agencies. And life,
essential both to the believer and to the
church, is conveyed through the fulfil-
ment of the promise, ““ Lo, I am with you
alway.” A living faith in a living Christ
is the kernel of Gospel teaching, and the
essential ground of thanksgiving in
Christmas reflection. A toyal Brother
indeed is he who is always present for
help, comfort, and inspiration.

AN INSPIRING THOVGHT,

Christ's own claim is, “1 am the first
and the last.”” We can find nothing be-
fore him in the point of time. We shall
find nothing after him in point of effi-
ciency. He is the source and consumma-
tion of all things. He originates, sus-
tains, and controls the universe, and
under his authority, it shall fill its de-

sign, and be brought to its proper end
The Saviour and not Satan is sovereign,
and one day we shall see all counter
forces powerless, and all things under the

complete sway of his dominion. *“ 1T am
alive for evermore” are the sublime
words on which he conveys the great
thought of his continuous life to the
mind, and heart of humanity. The
faith and hope of the Christian is not
in a Saviour who was born and who is
dead and whose historic influence
lives on through time. No!

is in the living Christ, whose life was
given, not taken, for the redemption of
the world, and who, pos: sing absolute

lite in himself, lives for ever more, This
conception of the ground of the Chris-
tian’s life and hope is of infinite gran-
deur, and unbounded potency—a most in-
spiring Christmas thought.

THE NEW-BOKN KING EVER PRESENT.

“1 am with you alway " are the words
of Christ spoken to his disciples as they
went forth to teach his truth, and they

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

sound out over all the centuries to in-
spirit the faithful. I, the living Christ,
to whom all power has been given, by
whom all real authority is exercised, and
with whom reside the influences that
shall subdue the world to rig

Decesper, 1902—26

worthy of this great Christmas gift ?
(a) By rejecting him as our Saviour and
Lord. (b) By conduct unworthy of
Christ and contrary to his teachings.
(4-) By lnl\lng nldns against him in

L 0
am the only one who will he “llh )ou
alway. 1 who can give salvation to the
sinful, grace to the saint, strength to the
weak, hope to the despairing, and help
to all—I will be with my people to the
end of time.

EVERY DAY HELPE,

Let all Epworth Leaguers grasp the
thought, and hold it as with hooks of
steel, that Christ reveals his helpful

presence everywhere and always—in the
home, on the farm, at the bench, in the
factory, at the desk, behind the counter,
in the school, on the playground—every-
where.  Wherever we go he will go with
us, if we do his will and invite his com-
panionship, The essential thing to
make the Christian life what it should
be to the young, and to all, is the pres-
ence in the heart and life at all times,
and without ¢ ation, of Christ, the Son
of Man, and the Son of God. Remem-
ber that the Gospel is not the record of
a past, but the revelation of a present
Saviour, of one whose voice sounds deep
and clear across all the storms of life,
giving hope and promise of rescue.

MAY THIS BE THE PRAVER OF ALL.

“0 Holy Child of Bethlehem,

Desgcend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us to-day.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great, glad tidings tell;

Oh, come to us, ablde with us,
Our Lord Immanuel.”

THE SAME FOREVER.

Men change, the fact of nature changes,
the starry heavens change, but Christ
chan; not. He is essentially the same
in character and attitude toward the hu-
manity yesterday, to-day, and for ever
The ever-living, ever-present Christ is
the ever-changeless Chris.. What Jesus
is in spirit from all eternity, that he was
when he walked the hills and valleys of
Judea, and that he is to-day, and that
he will be throngh the ceaseless march of
the eternal ages. Of some men it may
be said, * he is some twenty several men
at least, each several hour.” But to
Christ we may adapt the words which
C'ato is represented as using when ad-
dressing his soul :

“The stars shall fade away, the sun him-

self

Grow dim with age, and nature sink in
years;

But thou shalt flourish in immortal
youth

Unchanged amidst the war of elements,
The wreck of matter, and the crash of
worlds."”
CHRISTMAS LIGHT

1. God has spoken to man. It sug-
gests the divine interest in humanity. It
also teaches that man s capable of re-
ceiving communication from the infinite
mind

2. Christ,
a true brother

in order to be a perfect man,
of men, and thus to be-
come by right the Head of the race,
voluntarily entered into the sorrows as
well as the joys of men,

3. Jesus enshrined his divine nature in
human flesh and blood, and felt all the
innocent emotions and sensations of our
race. He was hungry and thirsty; he
was weary and slept; he wept and re-
jolced like his brethren.

4. New life, new light, new power, new
inspiration, new devotion, new love, are
some of the blessings which we possess
with Christ, the child of Bethlehem, the
Saviour of the world.

5. How may we prove onrselves un-
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6. “The star that shone at Bethlehem
Shines still, and shall not cease,
And we listen still to tne tidings
Of glory and of peace.”

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

This should be a Christmas meeting.
Have brief papers prepared on, * Beth-
lehem, the birthplace of Jesus” ‘“ The
wise men, ancient and modern,” “The
message of Christmas to the world.”
These in addition to the presentation of
the topic. Decorate your meeting-room
with evergreens and mottoes. Let the
music have the Christmas ring. Invite
all to accept the Christ of Bethlehem, and
celebrate Christmas with enthronement
of the Lord in heart and life.

DECEMBER 28. -“OUR HEAVENLY
HOME, AND THE WAY.”
Joha 116 Ree. 21144

Home Reapixes,

Mon , Dec Who are in heaven
T Who here !

Heavenly joys
Heavenly glories

1Cor. 2, 0-16

It is a great encouragement to keep our
heavenly reward in view. We cannot
iu this busy world always be thinking of
fieaven; but it is very stimulating, spiri-
tually, to contemplate at times our
eternal home and its glorious attractions.
True, the joys of heaven will be ours if
we live right in this world; yet a man
will be not the worse, but all the better
Christian by having a due sense of what
awaits him, by brightening and beauti-
fying his earthly life by visions of his
heavenly home. The toiler in {he fac-

tory, or the office, or the shop, labors for
his home, and sweetens his toil by
thoughts of the loved ones there. So in

working out our salvation, thoughts of
our abiding home, and the many attrac-
tions of the place, will bring good cheer
as we struggle forward and labor for the
prize that is incorruptible,

WHAT HEAVEN I8,

Heaven is a place prepared; and how
magnificent Christ's preparing is he has
shown us in this beautiful earth.

Heaven is a place where Christ is; and
those that know him wish for no other
heaven than to be with him, 5

Heaven is beyond our imagining. If
we could guess its joys, they would sim-
ply be larger earth jo

Heaven is a mansion,
main in. It is eternal.

u place to re-

WHAT HEAVEN IS NOT.

No pain there. Suppose yourself in a
body perfectly strong, perfectly obedient
to your will, perfectly lovely, Would not
that be a fair beginning of heaven ?

No sin there. Remove sin, and even

this earth would seem a heaven; what
\\III heaven seem ?
No more sea,” that is, no more lone-
liness.  Heaven is companionship, and
just the companionship for which you
long,

No death there. Our plans for work,
for pleasure, for friendship, for study,
may be made as extensive as we please,
for there will be no interruption.

HOW TO FIND THE WAY,

The way of life is only for those that
thirst, but it is for them freely. Hunger
is the key to heaven.




