THE HOME MISSION JOURNAL

VoLumg 1V, No. 16

8T. JOHUN, N. B,, AUGUST 13, 1902

Wnorre No. 95

Hope as & Saving E'ement in Life.

G. B M. Ctorsee,
1 Cor, 132 13

ANY are the agencies divinely given to
lessen the burdens of carth's toiling
pilgrims, and aid them in propar. -
tion for a higher state of vxistence,

but no one has such saving influcnce as the
element of hope in human life.  Admirably has
the poct set forth the primacy of hop:  the
following sublime strain:
With the sweet hope, resides the heaventy light
‘I hat pours remotest raptare on the sicht
Thine is the charm of life's bewildered way,
T'hat calls each slambering passion into play;
Waked by thy touch, T see the sister hand,
On tip-toe watching, start at thy commanid,
And fly where'er thy mandate bids them steer,
To pleasure’s path or glory's bright car
Whien the foundations of earth were . love
was there to impart design and heauty to the
wondious plan; faith, too, was there, who saw
through distant ages a glorions  future  for
creation.  But it was when sin had snapped the
sacred chord which bound the ereature to the
Creator in that fair jaradise, that faith's sister,
hope, was born.  In the announcement of final
redemption through the “Sced of tne Woman,**
“hope's joyous youth began —but not to fade*
Hope painted the course of time from a lost
Eden to Calvary, and illumined the night with
her bright stars of prophctic portent; and over
the quicksands of sin built a highway for the
redeemed to march on their shining va  throngh
the centuries.  The first announcement of the
incarnate Son brought with it that gentle spirit—
one of the three sent to give victory in life’s
battle. and lead mankind back to a lost paradise.
Faith, Hope and Love represent to us the divine
Trinity seeking the 1edemption of the race, and
working in man toward an ideal life. This
trinity found e in the three great
Apostles of our Lord,  Paul excels as a teacher
in faith, whetles in doctrinil statement or the
practical life. Peter is the preacher of hope, and
it breathes through all his utterances; while
John is master in the realm of love If faith is
the mightiest, and love the greatest, hope may
be regarded as the *‘last thing in the world."
An inquiry into the nature of hope will reveal
the large place it holds in hu nan experience. It
has in it the element of expectation united to
that of desire—the offspring from the union of
faith and love  Faith sees in the distance the
promised land of earthly achievement; hope
anticipates it and makes it a present possession,
for “‘we live not in what we hear, but in what we
remember and what we hope.”’  Faith beholds
from exalted pinion the ‘paliwce of the King,"
the home of the soul; hope brings the sweetness
of that home into all of earth’s pilgrimige
Anticipation 1s said 10 he more than possession,
but this is true in the world of the unreal and
shadowy, where men only dream of the ideal,
but is nat true in the realm of the real.  To
anticipate thit which is tru»and eteraal is a sohid
and ever enriching pl-asure. It unites the pre-

gent with the future, and gives it undyig |

interest; it gives a divine meani g to the com-
mon task, and asuages the grief of mortals,
Through hope's beaming eye we can see far into
the distance. Through her aid we get visions of
the future, big with realization and achievement;
her hand beckons us to hasten our steps toward
rich fields of wisdom and untrod paths of deep
and glad experience. She lends ns eyes to be-
hold the battlements of the shining city, whose
glory lights up the shores of time and illumines
the pathway of earth's pilgrims; and thus the
blessings of unborn ages heal time's deepest sor-
ror . And yet, through the clear vision that
hope lends, we sce as “through a glass darkly;"
at best we now “‘know in part’'—the half re.
maining untold.

In defining its true place in human existence,
it may be regarded as the life of the heart. Very
suggestive are the two Latin words, Spero—I
hope, and spiro—I breathe, for they are really
one in origin. It may not be the breath of the
soul, but it is the strength of the heart. He who

TIJSTY CLLIRSPTITISIRL. == =

l ceases ta hope, ceases to live-~funther advance
nent i mpossible.  Bar reduce a wan v a
heast's level, and leave hine the frien dship of
hope, ad from the iowest lh‘plll" of degradation !
he will mount up higher and highes, nut§ he |
‘M.lhd\ with chernbs m wisdow, and excels |
sraphs in Jove,™

Che Sunday School.
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Ve hegin with this issne to give a briel ecom.
tent on the Sunday school lessons, in which the |
wost salient puints are bronght out.  They will |

t
I

e found very helpful botly 1o teachers and
seholars in getting ready for the class exercises
and will not take much time in the study of
them.  Thev will be found very snggest.ce of
thonghts which the teacher can make his own
] and use with good effect,  We believe our many
i readers will appreciate them, whether they are
Cteachers of Sunday schools or not, for the points
! given in them are helpful to any oue interested
0 the stady of Scripture,
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Atausr to,
Nadab .nd Abibu.
Fovitictis a0 411,
| TEMPERANCE LESSON,
i

Goroer Texr,  Let ns watch and be sober,
1 Thess. 5 0. »

It was just a year from the exodus of the |
Israelites from LEgvpt  The week of consecra-
tion for the tabernacle had just ended, and it was
the afternoon of the first day npon which the
priests had entered on the regular services of the
tabernacle,

| Tue Crigviovs SIN oF Nabap AND Apmau’

Nadab and Ahihu were priests of the most
High God. We do not know the exact details
of their transgression, but we have the statement
of the Scriptores that they offered strange fire
hefore the Lord, which he commandad them not,
This indicates that their offering was in some |
way countrary to the divine commandment, a fact |
which they must have known, and which they |
doubtless wonld have obeyed hut for the indulg-

| ence in strong Ivink, which the context plainly |
snggests were \heir besetting sin.

Turik Awrvl, PUNISHMENT,

Jrevions was the sin of these two priests, who
| were sonsof Aaron, and therefore all the more
| culpable becanse of their splendid parentage.

Awiul was the punishment visited upon these
two men, who had ontraged the divine law.  Sin
always brings dreadful puaishment in its train,
but in this case the external features of the
divine visitation of wrath were terrible to con-
! template.  Fire from heaven destroyed Nadab
and Abihu, and in their tragic death the people
of Tsrael received an object lesson concerning the
awfulness of sin.

A SOoLEMN INJUNCTION.

As a diyine commentary upon the striking and l
awful osenrrence which had just taken place, we |
hear the voice of the Lord speaking unto Aaron, |
| and saying. “Do not drink wine nor strong |
| drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ve go
| into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye
| die: it shall be a statute forever throughout
| your generations: and that ye may put difference
| between holy and unholy, and between unclean
and clean."

Tur NEED FOR TEMPERANCE,

From earliest times the need of temperance
| has been demonstrated beyond all possibility
of dispute. It was shown in the case of Noah:
it is shown in our lesson in the case of Nadaband
Abilu; it is shown in almost innumerable cases
that come within our daily observation. Intem-
perance is the source of a vast a nount of crime.
It leads men to sin against th Ives, against
their families, against society, against the nation,
as in the case of Nadab and Abihu against God
himself.

i own reward,
! verified tn the case of total abstinence

torderly system
| appointed order of worshig.
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Tur Rewarns op ToTan ABSTINENCE,

It is anold and true saying that virtue is its
Abundantly has this saying been
No one
ever heard of a home wrecked by total abstinence,
nor have we ever known of a soul driven to per-
dition by refraining from indulgence in strong
drink.  Inesimable indesd are the Dblessings
which flow from total abstinence, which is in
itself a virtue tending to enhance and exalt all
the other virtues. Perhaps the most blessed
reward that comes from the practice of total
abstinence s the assurance we have that in
alwtainim from the ase of strong drink ourselves,
we may be also helping some brother who is
weaker than ourselves to walk in the path of
sobricty and happiness,

AvGUsT 17,
dowrning Toward Cansan,
Numbers g2 vi-43, 29-36

Gorpex TExr.  For thy name's sake lead me
and guoide me.  Psalm 310 3,

Sinee the Israclites had left the Land of Egypt
they had received various lessons of trust, of
obedience, of worship and of temperance, They
had stayed for over a year in the vicinity of
Mount Sinai.  They were now prepared to go
forward on their way toward Canaan. Instead
of being a disorganized horde of escaped slaves,
they were a well orgamzed  nation, with an
of government and divinely
Humanly speaking,
they were well equipped for the arduous journey
which faced them.

HiAVENLY GUIDANCE.

There is something at once very striking and
very impressive about the method by which the
Jeraelites were led forward on their way. The
signal for their going or their staying was given
by the mavements of the clond which rested
ahove the ark of the covenant, and which served
as the token of the divine presence. The people
of Israel veeded some visible token of the divine
1-adership and the cloud which they could see
both by day and by night was a constant remind-
er to them that God was their guide.

Mosges AND Hopas.

An tnteresting episode is given in our lesson
in the interview between Mosesand Hobab, The
latter was one of the Kenites, who were also
known as Midianites. and sometimes as Amale-
kites. Berween the Kenites and the Isracelites a
lasting friendship had already been sealed by a
sacrifice offered by Jethro on behalf of the
Kenites. Moses now entreats Hobab to throw
in his. entire lot with the Israelites, using the
words which have become so familiar to us,

| “*Come thou with us, and we will do thee good."

What the result of Moses' plea with Hobab
was we are not told, but the fact that there are
later references to the Kenites as forming a part
of the Hebrew nation wculd seem to indicate
that Hobab with his followers did unite with the
people of Israel.

Our JourNEY TowWARD CANAAN.

In the jonrney of life, we find as did the
Israelites, some things to help and some to
hinder us on the way to the Promised Laund.
Amoung the hindrances are our own sinful
passions
progress in the spiritual life are these with which
we meet in our own nature.  Pride, selfishness,
ambition, intemperance, lust—these are giant
mountains which bar the way tor us to the
Celestial City. .

But there are helps as-well as hindrances, and
if we will but avail ourselves of the helps we
shall find that we are more than a match for all
the hindrances that we meet. Amorg these
helps are prayer, the study of God's Word, the
teaching and example of our blessed Lord and
mest of all the abiding presence and power of the
Holy Spirit. Let us use all the helps which
God has provided for us in tbe journey toward
heaven, and let us trust in Christ for that
strength and power which shall win for us an
abundant entrance into the kingdom above.

The greatest obstacles to our onward -
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