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to the King. In this manner the colonies were made
royal even when England itself was becoming parlia-
mcntarian and republican. In this manner, from the
•ubinfeudations granted by the proprietor, prince, or
council of proprietors in the colonies to antrustiana—to
officers, gentlemen and others on whose honor the pro-
prietor might rely for support military and administra-
tive, a class of honor was being built up, a colonial aris-
tocracy having many of the features of the ancient chiv-
alry after whose feudal pattern and nature of fealty it
was modeled.

That this was the- best system may be understood
by reason and history proves ;» by facts. It built up
faith and honesty in the entire population wherever it
was introduced; it developed a local centre of adminis-
tration, free from parliamentary interference and in har-
mony with the condition requisite for local prosperity
During that period, after the first hardships of coloniza-
tion had been conquered, the greatest happiness and
contentment prevailed in the colonies, and the best of
those ancient colonial residences, preserved to modern
times, show in their design the aspiration and character
of the leading families, whose colonial importance under
the Stuarts is the proudest boast of their descendants of
the present day.

In adopting this system the Stuarts wsre acting
along constitutional lims. In rogard to the nature of
the population, the full meaning of the common law of
England was put in active force. This common law
recognizes the thiee classes into which every people is
divided- I, the nobility, II. the professional class and.
in, the burgesses. The charter of every Stuart colony
made a provision for the just representation of each. In
some colonies this representation was made more defi-
nite than in others, but in all there was a provision for it.

*u J''^/'^^^%r^ 1 to Virginia in i6o6 introduced
the land tenure system of England into the country.Now in that early settlement period, on account of the
lack of an exalted motive on the part of the first adven-
turers going into '>e country, the only idea in their
minds was, as herebefore stated, the acquisition of
wealth, and finally, estate. The English law was estab-


