
MV MISSION TO LONDON rpIS 1914.

Francis Jixpph. and Napoleon, it was thr turn of Arnim, Pius,

and .Augusta. That did not sufficp him (mri^c hakow, who
thought hirn«clf the grr.-iter, had rt-pMlfdly annoyed him.
The ronHirt was rifd almost to the point of war—pven by
depriving him of his railway saloon. This g.ivi- risf to the

miserable Triple Alli.inre. At last lanie the rnnflii witli

William, in whirli the mighty one was vanquished, as

Napoleon was vani|uished hy Alexander.

Political lifeand-deatli unions only prosper if loun<led on
a constitutional basis and not on an internatiinil one. They
are all the more questionable i( the partner is feeble. Bismarck
never meant the Alliance to take this form.

He always treated the Knglish with forbearance ; he knew
that this was wiser. He always paid marked respect to

the old Oueen Victoria, despfte his hatred of her daughter
and of political .Xnglomania; the learned Beaconsfield and the

wordly-wisp Salisbury he courted ; and even that .-.trange

(iladstone, whom he did rot like, really had nothing to

complain about

The Ultimatum to Scr'i'a was the culuiinating point of

the policy of the Berlin Congress, the Bosnian crisis, the

Conference of London : but there was yet time to turn back.

We were completely successful in achieving that which

above all other things should have been avoided—the breach

with Russia and England.

OUR I'UTIRE.

Ahfr two years' lighting it is obvious that w^ dire not

hope lor an unconditional vict y over the Russians, Knglish,

French, Italians, Rumanians, and Americans, or reckon on

being able to wear our enemies down. But we can obtain

a peace by compromise only by evacuating the occupied

territory, the retention of which would in any event be a

burden and cause of weakness to us, and would involve the
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