United States
needs time

to heal discords
of a decade
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controversies
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pears from a friendly nearby capital, the
United States still shows the wounds of a
traumatic period but has in some respects
recovered well from them. In others it
gives reason to question how long recovery
will take rather than whether it will occur.
No country, no matter how strong funda-
mentally, can undergo the discords that
wracked the United States for nearly a
decade without injuries that need time to
heal.

Still imperfectly knit

The Americans are a multi-group people
of widely differing racial, national and
religious backgrounds, still imperfectly
knit into a cohesive whole after 200 years.
The first President, George Washington,
knew how great the need for a unifying
process would be when, in his farewell
address, he carefully avoided referring to a
federal union and spoke instead of a
“national union”. Many of the worst dis-
cords have stemmed from the great
variation in American origins and from
resistance to the unifying process: the
increasingly angry disputes that preceded
the Civil War; the war itself, fought so
tenaciously that history recognizes it as
the first of the total wars in a century torn
by them; the spread of the Ku Klux Klan
in the 1920s until its membership climbed
into the millions; the struggle of the 1960s
over civil rights. But simultaneously there
has existed the commitment to egalitar-
ianism that has distinguished the Amer-
ican experiment from its beginnings. There
has also been, and exists today despite the
decline in the strength of religion, the
powerful impact of Protestantism in its
most Puritan form — its influence to be
distinguished from the sects that were out-
growths of Catholicism rather than rebel-
lions against it.

Beginning with the civil rights move-
ment of the early 1960s and the closely-
related urban problems in the North, the
United States was subjected to a succes-
sion of bitter controversies for most of a
decade. The dispute over Vietnam divided
a nation where the riotous cry “Burn,
baby, burn!”’ was always shrill and intense.
Watergate did deep damage to confidence
in the political process but perhaps raised
faith in some members of the judiciary and
clearly brought “the media” new esteem.
Polls that a year or two ago showed Walter
Cronkite the most trusted figure in the
country still show that the news organiza-
tions are the only major institutions with
increased credibility. More or less simul-
taneously with the great controversies, the
“youth rebellion” created a “generation
gap” and brought often violent campus
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