TELEGRAM € 254577

From THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

BORE

LONDON, December 23, 1939,

Unnumbered. Most Seeret and Persemal,
Following for your Prime Minister, Begins:

Prineipal objeet of the mesting of the Supreme
War Gouneil in Paris last Tuesday was to comsider steps which
esould be taken to meet the contingency of aggression in the
Balkans by Germany and/or Russia, '

The conslusions reached were as follows:-

(1). I% is most important that the Balkan ooun-
tries and in particular Turkey; Yuge-Slavia, Greece and
Roumania, should be éncouraged and assisted to form them-
selyes into a bloo with uigk%ifgg_ﬁjf;,_ iting their re-
soursces to 1:qtvﬁcr-nn ;:iiirlptSAan aggression,

(l).thg above  _(‘f,77_ t and assistance
should for the present take the form of:-

(a) Diplomatic action.

(») Supply of war material from Franco-British

(¢) Preparation for measures to make possidble

in case of necessity, ultimate imtervention by Framso-British

armed forces on a limited secale: for example, condust of
conversations between -ilitlrv staffs, the organization of
bases, et cetera.

(3). There can be no guestion of the despatoh
of any Franco-British armed forees even on a limited scale
unless Italy is at least a definitely beneveolent neutral.
The attitude of Italy is in fast an overriding consideration

and it is essential to avoid offending her susceptibilities.
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