Heartbreaker at Ice Palace as

McGill knocks York out of playoff hunt

by Josh Rubin

In the usually bedlam-filled dressing
room of the hockey Yeomen, there
was only silence.

The Yeomen had just suffered the
most devastating loss possible: their
Season was over,

The squad had played their last
game like they had played their
whole season — constantly on the
edge.

In this one, they came back from a
4-2 deficit in their sudden-death
quarterfinal against the McGill
Redmen last Tuesday, only to lose
the game in overtime.

One Yeomen said after the game
that filling the gap normally taken
up by hockey in his life will be hard
to do after the heartbreaking loss.

I feel empty. There’s just nothing
left,” the player sighed.

McGill drew first blood on the
scoreboard in a hard-hitting opening
frame when Patrice Tremblay put
one past Willie Popp from a scram-
ble in front.

But OUAA scoring leader Brian
MacDonald made it 1-1 just minutes
later with the Yeomen’s first power-
play marker of the off-season.

The Yeomen opened up a 2-1 lead
six minutes into the second period
when Kevin Bonello capped oft a
three-way passing play.

But the York lead was a short--

lived one indeed., and Willie Popp let
in a rare soft goal to the Redmen’s
Martin Laquerre less than two min-
utes later.

However what could have been a
crushing blow came in the final
seconds of the second period.

With the game tied 2-2, the puck
was in the York zone with five
seconds left.

But a sloppy clearing pass by the
Yeoman defence allowed McGill's
Paul Grech to give his team a 3-2
lead with just a second left on the
clock.

An understandably deflated York
team took to the ice for the final
frame.

Another seeming nail in the York
coffin wasadded less than a minute
into the third when Popp let in
another apparent softie, prompting
coach Graham Wise to pull the third
year veteran in favour of newcomer
Mike Noonan.
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TAKE THAT: Yeoman hockey captain Mike Futa pokes one past the
McGill goalie to bring York back into last week’s sudden death quarter-
final at the Ice Palace. Mike Noonan (above right) gets ready for
overtime, where the Yeomen lost a 5-4 heartbreaker.

Put your degree to work

Get on the fast track. Centennlal College offers two
programs that put your degree to work - fast.

Book and Magazine

Publishing

The only program of its kind in the country, this program
provides opportunities for practical experlence In
Centennlal College’s commmercial publlshlr:? operation

and equips you with the skills the IndustrK‘
step Immediately into a productive role.

emands to
inety-five

percent of our Produo'res go on to exciting careers In

the publishing

ndustry. A one-year fast frack format Is

avallable for qualified applicants.

Journalism - Print

You'll cover real community news and build an
extensive portfolio of published work, while gglnlng

on-the-Job publication experience. And at
time you’ll make important indus

same
contacts. A two-

year fast track format Is available for qualified

applicants.

For more Information, call (416) 698-4172

" We have your future in mind.”

CENTENNIAL COLLEGE

RS 91 .:Stg{ o &%
ua‘&?ﬁ. B i P

& R

Buta powerplay maker from team

captain Mike Futa let the Yeomen
creep back into the game, narrowing
the gap to 4-3 midway through the
third.

Then pandemonium broke loose
in the packed Ice Palace with a min-
ute and a half left, as Yeoman sniper
Luciano Fagioli tied the game at 4-4,
sending the game into overtime.

The York squad got the first shot
in on McGill goalie Scott Taylor in
the extra period.

But the Redmen stormed back
down the ice and Patrice Tremblay
scored the biggest goal of his OUAA
career, sending his team into a semi-
final matchup with the vaunted
UQTR Patriotes.

-
Afterwards. McGill coach Jean

Pronovost suggested it was his

team’s effort which won the game.

“The key to this one was our
intensity.” said Pronovost.

He also added, however, “Thisis a
game of mistakes. and we capitalized
on their's.™

A dejected Mike Futa said after
the game that it was the way the
Yeomen lost which hurt most.

“We gave it our all, but there's
nothing worse than losing like this,™
said Futa.

Wise concurred. adding “*They've
[the York players| got nothing to be
ashamed of; they put up a good
fight.”
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Bittersweet
finish for

hockey vet
MacDonald

by Jim Hoggett

If this season was to be the swan song
for Yeoman Brian MacDonald, per-
haps someone should have told the
McGill Redmen.

In a surprising 5-4 overtime vic-
tory, the Redmen ousted the Yeo-
men from the playoff picture and
shattered any hope of playoff glory
for MacDonald and his teamates.

“*Sure the loss was very disap-
pointing, but it wasn’t detrimental to
the team,” said the 24-year-old left-
winger from Stoney Creek. “Eve-
rvone came out to play and we gave
it our all, so there was no shame in
losing. The game was a close one, it
could have went either way.”

In his five years as a Yeoman,
MacDonald has emerged as one of
the squad’s premier players, improv-
ing his point totals year after year.

This scason, however, was un-
doubtedly his finest, as he more than
doubled his point total over last
season.

MacDonald racked up 22 goals
and 31 assists. which placed him
atop the OUAA scoring derby, a first
for a York player.

“*MacDonald was definitely an
important player on our team,” said
Yeoman coach Graham Wise. “*He
brought maturity and a winning atti-
tude to the team. He will be a tough
person to replace.™

MacDonald’s success was not
only limited to his on-ice performan-
ces but in education as well.

Currently finishing his Bachelor
of Education degree, MacDonald
will also be taking with him a bache-
lor degree in economics and math.

“It takes a special kind of person
to excel in athletics as well as in the
class room.” Wise said. “‘The
degrees that he has earned, shows
what kind of a person he is. It shows
that he has direction and discipline,
and not everyone can do that.™

To his fellow teamates, MacDo-
nald was more than just arother guy
on the
team.
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veteran defenceman Guy Girouard.
who first played with MacDonald
seven vears ago with the OHL'S
Hamilton Steel Hawks.

“He was always one to keep his
composure.” Girouard said. “If we
had a bad period. he would put
things in perspective and made sure
that we felt good about ourselves
betore we went back out on the ice.™

“He was an extremely classy indi-
vidual who really showed you what
he was made of . said Yeoman cap-
tain Mike Futa. ““Whenever we
needed a goal he would always come
through.even it the other team puta
checker on him. We could definitely
use him for another five years.™

As for MacDonald’s future, he

Brian MacDonald
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