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interview:

Gillean Chase of the Rape Crisis Centre
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By Paul Kellogg
I bet you thought you knew what rape was? It’s a sex crime, right? A

crime of passion.

WrongAccording to Gillean Chase, public educator of the Rape Crisis
Centre, it’s more accurate to describe rape as a form of assault, an act of

violence.

In the course of the following interview, Chase discusses other common
conceptions about rape, and shows that at least some of them are

misconceptions.

For instance, according to Chase, more women have been able to prevent
a rape from occuring by physically resisting, by knowing and applying self-
defence, than by not resisting in order not to provoke the rapists anger.

The Rape Crisis Centre is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to an-
swer phone calls from women in crisis who need someone to talk to about
rape. The Centre presently has four full-time employees, and a staff of over

40 unpaid volunteers.

The volunteer staffers go through an intensive training program before
they take up position on the receiving end of the phonecalls, to prepare them
for the types of problems and crises they will have to face.

Because of the present and growing crunch in social service financing, the
Centre is experiencing a financial crisis. Needing $60,000 for a year’s
functioning, they have so far managed to collect less than $20,000.

Anyone seeking further information or wanting to make a donation, can
contact the Centre at their business number, 368-5695. Donations are tax

deductible.

EXCALIBUR -- What is rape?
People seem to have two different
definitions of it. It’s treated of-
ficially as an act of passion, or a
sexual crime, while many people are
beginning to think that it is more
valid to classify it as an act of
violence, as a form of assault.
Which do you think is more ac-
curate?

CHASE -- I think rape needs to be
defined as an act of aggression. It
uses the genitals as a form of
humiliation. The whole area of
rape, of course, is one of non-
consent, and in non-consent, the
lack of choice makes it a violent act,
against the individual’s space and so
on. Whereas, under the law, rape is
defined completely differently and
it’s not broad enough to conver all
the instances of rape which do
occur.

Under the law, rape is intercourse
without consent, involving the penis
and involving penetration of the
vagina. That’s its basic definition,
so all kinds of rape other than that -
for instance insertion of foreign
objects in the vagina, or anal or oral
forms of intercourse - would get
classified under a category called
indecent assault.

Within that category, the sen-

tencing is totally different. It’s a so-
called “‘lesser’’ offense, no matter
what it dees to the woman’s psyche,
no matter how much more painful it
might be. So that, under the law, the
definition of rape is somewhat
scanty.

It also involves, under the law, the
definition of rape as an act of sexual
intercourse, with a person other
than a man’s wife. That doesn’t take

account the many cases of
separation, for instance, short of
legal separation in which rape can
and does occur.

EXCALIBUR -- Is that a com-
mon incident?

CHASE -- It’s a common in-
cident, yes. It’s one way of
retaliation, or revenge, and it’s
often used in that regard.

The other categories of rape
under the law are rape with consent,
if the consent is extorted by
fraudulent means. That’s to cover
cases such as if a sex therapist, for
instance, suggests that a woman’s
frigidity could be cured by sexual
intercourse. The other type of caseis
where a man poses as a woman’s
husband and that would involve for
instance, when a man is at work at
night and a woman expects that the

man who gets into bed with her to
her husband when in fact, he jsn’t.

Rape occurs very often in a home
environment, too, or within a social
context. That’s why it’s a very
difficult crime to prosecute, because
the minute it occurs in the home or
in a circle of social acquaintances,
the first thing the law has to
establish is non-consent. And if the
woman invited him there, or ac-
companied him to his apartment,
she doesn’t have a very easy time
proving non-consent.

EXCALIBUR -- Does it still
occur that in court, where a woman
who is actually bringing the charges
against an accused rapist, is treated
like the accused? I’ve heard of that
type of harassment in court.

CHASE -- Well you understand
that if, under the law, the whole area
of defining rape, is the area of
coming by a statement, ‘‘yes, the
woman did not consent, and
therefore a rape has occured’’, will
mean that there is an extensive
attempt to prove consent on the part
of the woman. I think no matter
what sudden changes are made in
the basic laws, a womanin a court of
law often feels very much under
attack.

She has to prove she is not a liar,
that she is a credible witness, and
that indeed, this is a case of non-
consent.

EXCALIBUR -- I guess you
would like to see some changes in the
law then?

CHASE -- To theextent of having
rape as a category, as a legal
category certainly revised a lot,
certainly.

On the books it’s still a life
sentence. However, very often what
occurs is that a rape case would be
given maybe two to four years in
very extreme cases. The whole area
of sexual, or indecent assault should
be put under examination. Because
there’s a real need for assessment of
legal penalties for rape and assault.

What several rape crisis centres
are requesting is that that whole area
of the criminal code be in the area of
sexual assault categories be
redefined. The definition we suggest
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is, sexual assault is a person at-
tempting to use another person

sexually without that person’s
consent. So that covers cases of rape
of males on males, by women on
men, or whatever. If in the course of
that sexual assault, if the man or the
person injures the victim, that is a
case of sexual violence, and should
betreated as such. But by definition,
sexual intercourse without the
consent of the person is an act of
violence, and should be treated
therefore, as sexual assault.

EXCALIBUR -- How busy is the
Rape Crisis Centre, how many calls
do you receive a week?

CHASE -- It varies, of course. In
the summer months we’re
frenetically busy with crisis calls,
and I think over July and August we
had about 45 calls in August, and
somewhat the same number in July.
It’s a heavy time for rape, I guess

because of the mobility of women,
or just that people are generally
outdoors more in the summer, or
that there is reduced security in the
summer in terms of open doors or
windows.

EXCALIBUR -- Instances of rape
are getting, it seems, more press
coverage recently. It’s been
suggested by some people, that this
reflects the fact that the amount of
rape occuring is on the increase. Do
you think that’s a valid statement?

CHASE -- I think it’s very dif-
ficult to assess that, because since
the opening of the Rape Crisis
Centre, of course, there has been an
attempt to publicize rape and sexual
assault in general, and to have it
become less of a taboo area, so that
people now report who might not
have touched it before, or at least
tell the rape crisis centre about it.

I think our contacts with the
media and various organizations are
beginning to pan out and certainly
our liaison with the crown at-
torneys’ office is certainly beginning
to improve. But rather than say that
the incidence of rape is on the in-
crease, all I can say for sure is that
thereis increased reporting of rape.

Now that may come from several
sources and it probably has to do
with women’s attitude that they are
not responsible for an act of rape.
Previously society very much made
a woman feel that she provoked the
rape, that she had done something
to turn a man on and had a large
responsibility for what happened.

ssee Sellingof Women, page 14
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1977-78 Subscription Series

beginning:
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John Cage - 65th Birthday Concert
Edward Johnson Building, University of Toronto

Student Series only $17.00 (8 concerts) (Aduits $23.00)
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