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Nobby Wirkowski to coach our
first football team THIS YEAR

By Ross Howard

Football comes to York this
year, and with it one of Canada’s
top professional coaches, Nobby
Wirkowski.

And with him comes a philoso-
phy that football is the best sport
to give a sense of involvement in
university sports to all members
of the campus.

““There are lots of people look-
ing for an outlet but don’t want
to actually play heavy sports,”
he said. ‘“They’re looking for an
involvement through participa-
tion as spectators. And sports
like football and hockey are the
greatest source of involvement
for any student.”

Nobby feels football will give a
lot of students the chance to feel
part of York, through mass ral-
lies, game support, and interest
in the team.

“This kind of involvement is
good — any personal involvement
in anything helps to effect and
form your character is good —

and it’s only compounded when
you are part of hundreds of fans
supportihg a team,”” he said.

Vigorous support of sports at
York will be a new thing, and the
introduction of a full-time trained
man to handle all inter-university
athletics may be the key to suc-
cess for sports at York.

Wirkowski, or Nobby as every-
body knows him, still comes un-
der the direction of Bryce Tay-
lor, Phys. Ed. director, but Nob-
by’s efforts in football alone may
set new standards for the rela-
tionship between the phys ed di-
rectors and students.

In football, he has big plans for
the team and York. He has al-
ready lined up a full staff of as-
sistant coaches, and an excellent
trainer. A training camp started
at the campus on August 26, and
will continue on an increasing
basis up until the first game,
against Laurentian University in
Sudbury, September 21.

As Nobby emphasizes, this

Nobby Wirkowski has strong opinions about the value of football for

York.
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year is strictly a beginning year,
and successes won't necessarily
be a regular thing for the team.
He hopes to carry about 50 play-
ers right through this season,
which will be only exhibition
games. Further details on games
will be released soon.

“‘Sure I know there has been a
lot of opposition to football com-
ing to York,’ said Wirkowski,
“but some of that feeling has
been overcome, and we hope to
show other people that football
isn’t all grunt and groan.”

“Football is like life — you’ve
got to work and discipline your-
self if you want to succed. Play-
ers learn loyalty to their mates,
to their coach and the school.
They’'ve got to be more alert
than just rushing in and smash-
ing heads.

As coach, Nobby says, “I'm
not going to be a little god to the
players. I'm always open to talk
to the players and I hope to get
to know them very well — well
enough to understand what is
affecting their playing.”

Wirkowski will put the York
players through what will be-
come one of the toughest condi-
tioning courses and training pro-
grams here on campus, and at
the same time wants the student
body to learn-to know the players
and have some pride in their ef-
forts.

But why here? Why does the
former head coach of the Toronto
Argos, a man with an unfinished
contract come to York?

“York is still young. I saw it
as a place to really have an ef-
fect on what happens in the fu-
ture. Once we get a year of foot-
ball established we’ll begin to
form a strong team. Grads and
Senior students will be our best
recruiters, as they tell others of
what we have to offer. I think I
can build a strong team.”

As a former teacher at
DeLaSalle in Toronto, Nobby
says he had learned to enjoy
teaching. He sees York as a
chance to get back close to
students, and gain more security
than the professional coaching
circuit offers.
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Well,

You name 1t
We've got 1t
Football, squash
Swimming, tennis,...

You name your phys-
ical interest, and we’ve
got it here at York.
almost. The
York program of phys-
ical education facilities
has been growing to
provide an opportunity
for almost everyone to
get involved in a sport
at some level.

York offers oppor-

tunities to participate
in sports on three sep-
arate levels of compe-
tition.

Every student can
participate in a grow-
ing list of sports as
part of a team for his
own college, against
the other colleges; for
the university against
other universities; or
for one of several
teams organized within
his college.

Each college has its
own athletic council to
set schedules and regu-
lations, and to provide
equipment for team

sports.
At the university
level, expert coaches

train and direct play-
ers in sports such as
football, basketball,

hockey, womens’ field
hockey, volleyball,
swimming, badminton
and tennis.

This year will be the
first year York will
have a complete set of
buildings for athletic
activities. The large
Tait McKenzie athletic
building has two gym-
nasia, a large modern
pool, squash courts, an
archery range, and
seminar and class
rooms. Behind the Tait
McKenzie's building,
the new York arena
will be opened this fall
for hockey teams (both
men and women, on
college and university
level) and other activi-
ties that may be able
to use the building.

Using these facilities
taroughout the year
will be physical educa-
tion majors.

Complete details of
what the phys ed com-
plex has to offer are
contained in the red-
cover Athletics Hand-
book issued to all stu-
dents at the beginning
of the year.
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