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Referendum? What 
referendum? CfS REF^A/Ourf ? 
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Hlff,It’s 8:10 p.m. and I’m about to beat the record for the fastest time to think 
up, type up and output an editorial.

But that should be no problem when you’ve got something on your mind. 
The thing is what I’ve got on my mind, most students should also have on their 
minds. They just don’t know it.

As you can read on page 12, you ( students) will have the opportun i ty to vote 
during the Canadian FederationofStudents (CFS) referendum in less than two 
weeks. The question is rather convoluted, but it boils down to basically this: 
whether or not you want to continue membership in die CFS.

You can look at it dais way, $4 (maybe $6 and don’t forget to include the 
consumer price index) in CFS’ pocket or $4 (maybe $6 and don’t forget to 
include the consumer price index ) in your pœkct. Or maybe you would radier 
decide by weighing all die pros and cons of being a member of this national 
student organization.

But I’m not here to debate one side or die other. There isn’t enough time 
right now and we’ve run out of space in the paper. The point is why you don’t 
know about the referendum that’s to take place in less dian two weeks.

Where are all diose annoying and environmentally wasteful posters that 
usually plaster every single free wall space on campus during every election or 
referendum? (Not that I’m saying they actually help increase awareness or 
anything.) And how come an ad appears in the Gazette only in the last issue 
before the referendum?
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The Dalhousie Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Letters should not 
exceed 500 words in length and should be typed and double-spaced. The 
deadline for letters is Monday 4 pm before publication. Letters may be 
e-mailed or submitted on Macintosh or IBM-compatible 3.5" disk.

/ LETTERSLet me explain: I happened to kxik in my little daybook on Tuesday, 
blissfully thinking about die camping trip I’m going to be on during my week 
off from the Gazette, when I noticed that I had scribbled down that a CFS 
referendum is supposed to be happening during die third week of October.

Then it struck me: “Hey... that’s only two weeks away.” And our the next 
issue of the Gazette willbepuhl ished after referendum is supposed to have taken 
place. Sex is a big dealSo I called the Dalhousie Student Union (DSU) office and found out that 
— BIG OOPS! — diere appears to be some confusion as to how diis whole 
diing is taking place.

Hello.
To the editor, like “sex is no big deal. It’s just an special relationship. But viewing sex 

everyday occurrence.”
One guy admitted having 30 part- not to really care about anyone else’s 

tiers — this kid was 18!! Unfortu- feelings. It makes you give up lots of
mean-

Tliis is supposed to be the referendum diat the DSU has been trying to hold 
for the past three years. This membership question was felt to be important and 
significant enough to bring to a vote by all Dalhousie students. And, for those 
of you who don’t know, this referendum was already cancelled and postponed 
from last year to ensure that everything was done “right” this year.

And now we’re down to less than two weeks and what do we have? A big 
scramble at die last minute to pull off the biggest referendum to be held on this * 
campus for some time.

Well, it’sdefinitely not going to be a “big” turnout. T aking into account die 
general level of apadiy and die fact that it’s midterm time for many students, 
plus die not-much-timc factor — oh yeah, did I mention the chief returning 
officer diat was “missing” then found? — die DSU has got quite a job ahead 
of it to pull diis one off.

So when’s the campaigning period start? Next week, 1 was told. And are 
diere any groups registered to campaign for eidier the ‘yes’ side or the ‘no’ side ? 
No, I was told.

Well, at least they managed to submit a late ad for the Gazette (widi last 
minute referendum date corrections before we went to press).

I guess we’ll just have to wait and see how diis one goes.

only as a bodily function, teaches you
In response to the JOE & JO article 

on sexual activity, 1 would like to in
troduce a different perspective on sexu- nately, many of my university experi- the things that make your life 
ality and relationships. ences have shown that these young

True freedom is among the choicest adults arc the only ones that have a virginity. Worst case scenario: It’s giv- 
of life’s blessings. Unfortunately, it is monopoly on unadulterated sexual ac- ing up the ability to be committed and 
something very often misunderstood tivity. We must think again that sex is stable in a certain relationship 
by those who enjoy it and by those who no big deal. through bad times. Makes you wonder
do not. Some believe that freedom is Forget about pregnancy for a minute, why we are experiencing so many bro-
the right to do what one wishes and Forger about the diseases you can get ken homes and failed marriages, 
one pleases — at any time and any or the hurt you might feel after finding If you’ve learned not to value the 
place. out that someone has just used you for feelings of others, it has to affect your

True freedom must accept certain sex. 1 think that the attitudes that relationship with family friends, em- 
governing principles. People who ig- some people have are bad news. One pbyers and your community. If sex is 
nore this pendulum of conduct are girl once told me that some in her “no big deal” you’ll always be looking 
threatening their individual decency, high-school that slept together aren’t for something that is a “big deal”. 
Within the framework of creation, in- even “boyfriend and girlfriend”. Casual, meaningless sex can make your
dividuals must live out their roles in Do you know what this is? It’s sex life seem empty and dull because you’ll 
accordance with the will of the al- stripped of all feeling and emotions— feel you’ve done and seen everything, 
mighty. That may sound like slavery, sex as a recreational activity, just an People whose lives seem empty aren’t
but actually it is perfect freedom. act of momentary entertainment like usually motivated to work to make the

With the experience 1 have had having your favorite meal. It’s rcduc- world a better place. And people who 
with young adults, the idea of sex and ing sex to a mere bodily function. don’t care about the feelings of others 
sexuality has always been a debate. Human life is built around relation- aren’t likely to respect their needs and 
Some students have told me things ships and sex is a means to bond a rights. They’re the ones looking out

for themselves and what might bring 
gratification next.

At a Heidelberg conference, 800 
sexologists were asked if they would 
sleep with the person of their dreams if 
the person has HIV and they depended 

The final line of the ad, for those of on a condom for protection. One hand 
you who did not see it, refers to the was raised. The speaker berated them 
Bobbitt phenomena with the warning for hypocrisy, teaching what they 
that if you do not enjoy your visit to would not do themselves. Some of the 
the restaurant to remember that “Ann same analogies can be made of some of 
has a big knife”, once again undermin- this university’s “free loving” sex ad- 
ing the issue of domestic violence.

Finally, one also must ask why the
Gazette does not edit ads and views of empower people to be in charge of

their lives. No contraceptive can pro- 
Maybe I simply missed the humour tect you from heartache and feeling 

in this ad but then again I do not refer used. If someone tells you that they 
to Andrew Dice Clay as a comedian need sex, what they really mean is that 
cither. Nonetheless, the restaurant they need to use you for their own 
has lost a lot of business due to this satisfaction.

ingful. And I’m not talking about your

even

Lilli Ju
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To the editor,

I am writing to express my concern 
over the publishing of an advertise
ment for “My Other Brother Darrell’s” 
restaurant in the September 29, 1994 
issue of the Gazette.

My understanding is that the ad is 
an excerpt from their menu and is 
somewhat less offensive, and perhaps 
even funny, when written in its en
tirety. Unfortunately, as it reads in the 
Gazette, it is offensive and not all that 
funny.

In fact it borders on stupid and is 
blatantly sexist. One has to ask what 
type of clientele the restaurant seeks 
by boldly claiming that “Brigit is a 
good table dancer... and Judy looks 
right cute in her Darrell’s T-shirt”.

vocates.
The chastity based programs I know

such as censorship.

sexist and completely ridiculous ad, 
but more importantly, the Gazette has sex. It is a big deal. In this game, the 
just as many confused and insulted ones with the most points are defi

nitely the losers.

So please think long and hard about

readers.
H. Gibson. Ronald Samson
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