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Nobody's
perfect

I bring to yaur notice two
points arising from racent
raading of The Gateway.

1The correct version af the
Burns quotafion which y9u
used as a headline is:
0 wad some Power the giffie gie
us
Ta sea ourseis as ithers see us!

2. If the Gaeway is reaîIy a
b-woekiy publication (as sfated
n your masthead). then who is
puttîng. olt the other threa
issues which appear every two
wee ks..

Andrew Clark
Dear Mr. Clark:

How embarrassing.
Ed.

Let us proliferate

Dear Gateway:
Bock when Watergate

mode the headlinas. and aftar it
was ail wrapped up. comments
ware heard in the media ta the
affect thaf Watergate praved
the strengfh of tha Amarican
îudîcîal systam. as things would
probably have been foir differant
had Watergate happanad
anywhere aise.

Well, now wo know: it
happened in India. Naw that
India is no longer a damocracy.
its possession of nuclear
weapons capability is a much
greater thraat ta -world peace
that it had been befora.

Claser ta home. we have an
enormaus resourca-hungry
giant îusfta the south of us. As ft
s presently constîtuted. the
Unted States is aur graatast
frîend and ally - and ail that
stands between us and the
Soviet Union or Red China (taka
your pick. fhere's not much ta
choose befweeri them.)

But the current energy
crîsîs cauld brîng abaut,a vast
econamîc dapression. and the
consequent downfall of
American democracy. It s well
known thaf neither Brifons.
Americans, no Canadians have
the same spirit of patrîafic
sacrifice they once had: whîch
makas this danger reol.

Without. adequafe energy.
there would ba left no choice for
the US, but ta «ry to adjust: but
the drap in the standard af iving
Would be very great. and perma-
nent. Fission power has ifs
hazards. though 1 do not agrea
wth Dr. Ettinger's, ostimate af
their magnitude, but haro is ana
thought: Uranium miningisvary
hazardous. depending on the
tYpa of deposif mined. The
greatar the naed, the more the.
hazard, thora for. The Maritimes

5 are o depressad area, and they
have had problems thora wîfth
uranium-mine safety. Sol, they

0 aflswar this question: Whàt kind

of a drop in the standard af
social services wauid ba
necessary ta entice people ta
sali several years of their [ivas
for a steody job?

A poorer society is almost
aiways a less just are: this is
well borne out by histary. And a
less damocratic ana: therafore
less inclined ta have second
thaughts about taking us over
for aur resources.

.The U.S. doas a pretty goad
job today of protecting us from'
that big bad aid Russian bear.
But. they are unhappy about aur
ideas about incraasing our
maritime limits. as they are quite
devoted ta the idea of freedom
of the seas. Thus. any new limits
wa may set wiIl remain q~uite
unenforceabla. *especialiy an
the Russians: we can hardly
threaten -ta sink their ships.
shauld they'ancroach.

What does ail that i have
been saying add up ta? To
defend our fish from tha
Russians, our oul from the
Americans. and aur wheat f ram
India. we have no choîce but ta
hand in aur six month's natice,
s0 that Canada will have tirne ta
develap fusion power after
civîlization breaks down

îeverywhere ailse, through lack
of resources.

Six manth's notice of what?
0f withdrawal from the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty - and of
becoming a nuclear power
ourselvas.

Yaurs sincerely.
John Savard

I Science 4

No-fault faulted

Dear Sir:
n order for your readers ta

better asséss the pros and cons
of public versus private in-
surance ("Lots Go No-Fouît") I
thînk it important that the
fallowing facts be statad-

1 . The Alberta Federation of
Labour. currontly circulating
the papitian on campus, -can
hardly ba described as non-
partisan. Ferations of Labour
(the body, not necassarily in-

,dividual mambers) have
traditîonally suppartad the New
Democratic Party.

2. The oniy gaverfiment
operated schemos in existence
ware ail introduced by N.D.P.
gavernmants and. according to
well publicized- reparts, dis-
astrous resuits mightwall bethe
ultimate cause of the defeat of
twb of them.. i refor ta Manitoba
with its accumuîated doficit of
$25 m'~illion and Britigh'Colum-

*bia -with its first year lass of
$34,9 millilon.

3. 'No-Fault' as currently
u sed i n M anîitouba,
Saskatchewan and British
Columbia. is alreody providad
by 'the private insuranca in-
dus4ry in Alberta and has been
since Aprii 1, 1972.

4. The vehicle premium
charged by govornment plans
are meaningless for com-
parative purposes. The only
valid comparîson is total cost. In
Alberta, the total cost is clearly
indicated in the premium one
pays. In the other- western
provinces. in addition ta the
published vehicie rate.- ad-
ditionai premium/cast/sub-
sidization is collected bywayaof:

Drivar's license insurance
fea. damenit point surcharge,
accident involvement penalty.
out-of-pravince use surcharge
and outright subsidizatian by
way of gasalino tax.

5. Accarding to the repart
of the Aibarto Superintendent af
Insurance t he privato
automobile insurance industry
paid out 89.6 cents af every
dollar collected in 1974: a far
cry- from the -"..average only
630" quoted.

6. Do yau nat thînk your
readars should be told when
and where the rasearch carried
out by the Wall Street Jaurnal
taok place and on which data it
was reportad? It doas have the
familiar ring af a simîlar dlaim
made by a pra-government
insùranca group in Manitoba, in
May 1970. They f00. îssued a
brochure whîch saîd in part:
"The kind of auto ins.urarrce plan
proposed by the. Manitoba
Govornment Commîttee has
been endorsed by ... The Wall
Street Journal (the voice, of
Amerîcan business) ...".

This statamentwos brought
ta the attention 'of Mr. William
McSherry. News Department
Manager of the Wall Streef
Journal who replied in part as
follows: 'Your remark that thîs
newspapor has 'endorsed' the
public auto insurance plan is
falso and misleadîng. I would
approciafo your advico cancer-
nîng thîs matter. and your
assurance that the p jaDe con-
cerning fhismisinformation wîll
be taken out of circulation îm-
mediately."

7. By what wild sfretch of
tho imagination can the $1.5
billion a year paid out ta trial
iawyers in the United States
relate ta Alberta? Obviously the
Aberta Foderatian ofLabour is
not awaro (and i am sure yaur
Dean of the Faculty of Law will
confirm> that ail US. lawyars
oengaged in insurance litgation
do so on a coniingency fee
basis. Quite understandably, a
very large number of US. dlaims
are invoived in time consuming
andýcogtly leqa batties.

8. This situatian doas flot
axist in Aberta.

4t is disappointing thaf the
Prasidant of the Sl'udents' Un-
ion apparently did not sea fit fo
obtain substanfiated informa-
tion before endorsing the peti-
fion.

Yours very truiy.
Richard A.S. Cooper

Aiberta Manager

In reply

Dear Mr. Cooper:
Thank you for your very

aloquant defense of a rather
outdated and failing systemn.

If the private insurance
aperators in Albarta,are defen-
ding thair plan, could it be that
they- are making healthy
monetary returns. cantrary ta
the statisties stated by the
Alberta Superintendent of ln-
suranca?

Maybe they are tryîng Io
caver somathing up? CouId it be
true?

Graeme Leadbaater
President

Kicked out

My apologies - I would like
to extend my humblest regrets
that:

a. being of average in-
telligence I find that I must study
and work at getting haîf decent
marks.

b. home is probably the
noisiest and most dis rupting
place-toaottempt to work and
tharefora -

c. i have to utilîze universîty
facilities. ta accomplish the
aforementioned efforts.

Tharefare. bear with me
when I say I gei somewhat
pissed off when soma rude aid
man walks into Rutherford (Old)
at twenty ta fiva on' Saturday
af.ternoon and shuts off aIl the
lîghts. Il wouldn*t be so bad if
there was some place to go -
but, ta my knowledga. thare is
nat viable alternative to com-
pare with, Rutherford (Old) as a
study hall. Sa myself and 6thers
like me face the lass af valuable
study haurs sa that aId mon cari
go home and watch the hockey
game. Please. for once. will
sameone gîve a damn!

Douglas Bremner
Commerce 4

Attention Gateway
Staff, Photographers:

There wilI be a
photo seminar in roomn
236 starting at 3:00
Friday afternioon. Topics
cov.ered 'Wil be basic
camera operation, film
and print de.velopment,
and etc. until 7:00 or
Hallett runp out of juice.
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